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Algerian troops kill 11 
rebels — security forces 

PARIS (R) — Troops failed 1 1 Islamists overnight in 
western Algeria, Algerian security forces said on Sat- 
urday. Troops shot dead the rebels at an abandoned 
bouse in HI Bordj area in Mascara province, 300 km 
west of Algiers, a statement read on state radio said. It 
gave no more details. Algerian security forces have 
carried our raids in Islamist strongholds, mostly in 
western Algeria, following the massacres of more 
than l ,300 civilians since late December. The govern- 
ment blamed Islamist guerrillas for the killin gs 
Algerian security forces have been locked in conflict 
with the guerrillas since early 1992 when the authori- 
ties cancelled a general election in which Islamists 
were poised to win. 
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Bahraini plane poised 
to transport aid to Iraq 

MANAMA (AFP) — An aircraft chartered by the Bahraini 
Red Descent Society is ready to bring humanitarian aid to 
Iraq Saturday after receiving permission from die Uniced 
Nations, the health organisation said. 'With the flight, Bahrain 
joins the ranks of neighbours United Arab Emirates and Qatar, 
winch sent aid to Baghdad by plane in Febiuary. Bahraini Red 
Crescent Secretaiy General Sadiq AI Shehabi said die Gulf Air 
owned plane will transport medical equipment, food and 
clothing valued at $13 million and collected from Bahraini 
individuals and companies. “We hope to continue sending aid 
to Iraq.” Mr. Shehabi said, adding that a committee to collect 
aid, headed by die justice minister and Red Crescent president. 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Khaled Al Khalifa, has been formed. 
Iraq has been under a U-N. embargo since it invaded Kuwait 
in 1 990. and aircraft can only land there with UN. permission. 
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Before departing for Syria 

Annan promises to help ease plight 
of Lebanese imprisoned in Israel 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

UK SECRETARY General 
Kofi Annan arrived in Damas- 
cus Saturday on the fourth stop 
of his ten-day swing through 
the Middle East focusing on 
the peace process. 

He was met at the airport by 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa. Dining his 
visit. Me Annan is expected to 
discuss with Syrian leaders 
UN. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 425, which stipulates an 
Israeli withdrawal from south 
Lebanon. 

He is (hie on Sunday morn- 
ing to visit the headquarters of 
the UN. observer fence which 
monitors Loaeti-Syrian disen- 
gagement on die Golan 
Heights. 

Before Ins departure to 
Syria, Ml Annan promised to 
exert efforts to ease the plight 
of Lebanese prisoners held by 
Israd when he visits the Jewish 
state. 

At the end of die two-day 
visit, he also urged die parties 
to the conflict in southern 
Lebanon to bring an end to the 
violence dial has plagued that 
region for 20 years. “I will 
encourage. I will {Hess the par- 
ties to make peace,” Mr. Arman 
said ata news conference. 

Mr. Annan on Saturday visit- 
ed a UN. peacekeeping bate . 
in southern Lebanon, boms 
after a clash between Israeli 
and guerrilla forces. Five 
Israeli troops were wouoded 
overnight Friday when guerril- 
las blasted tbeir military post 
10 kilometres north of the 
UN. peacekeeping force's 
headquarters in this border 
town. 

Me Annan, who flew here 
by helicopter, was briefed by 
the commander of the force. 
Major General Jioje Konrote 
of RjL The 4500 peacekeep- 
ers are deployed in and arouDd 
fee Lnaefi-occupied zone in 
southern Lebanon. 


Ml Annan, who arrived in 
Lebanon Friday on a two-day 
visft to discuss the Middle East 
peace process, laid a wreath at 
a white marble mem orial for 
fee 219 UN. soldiers killed 
since the force’s deployment in 
1978. 

Guerrillas stage almost daily 
attacks on Israeli troops and 
their allied ? .efaanese nrihria hi 
the occupied zone. La Friday 
night’s clash, rmfrtants of die 
Iranian-backed Hizfoollah 
group claimed responsibility 
for die rocket and mortar 
assault on an Israeli position at 
Al Bayvada. 

Israel occupied the zone in 
1985 as a buffer against guer- 
rilla attack on its northern terri- 
tory, but it is coming under 
increasing pressure from 
Israelis to withdraw its 1500 
troops owing to tiring casual- 
ties. 

Later Ml Azman returned to 
Beirut for talks with Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi on UN. 
Security Council Resolution 
425, winch calls on Israel to 
withdraw from Lebanese terri- 
tory. The secretary general did 
not speak to reporters after his 
meeting wife Hrawi. but earli- 
er said that he would be dis- 
cussing such a withdrawal on 
bis visits to Syria and Israel in 
the coming days. 

“Without ttecooperation of 
the parties, {the -UN. peace- . 
keeping force] and the United 
Nations cannot enforce the 
implementation of Resolution 
425,” Ml Annan told reporters 
here. In Beirut Friday, be said 
he hoped fee resolution would 
be implemented “soon.” but 
added: “The question is how 
do you go about this?... Facts 
have been created on fee 
ground. How could those facts 
impact on the implementa- 
tion?’ 

Israel has recently offered to 
withdraw, but on condition that 
Lebanon disarm militant 
groups and ensure feat guerril- 
la attacks will cease. 



United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan lays a 
wreath Saturday at a memorial in Naqoura commemorat- 
ing the death of 219 peacekeepers of the U.N. Interim 
Forces In south Lebanon (UNEFIL) (AFP photo) 


Lebanon and Syria, the main 
power broker in Beirut with 
30,000 troops in Lebanon, 
have rejected Israel’s offer, 
m-sistmg in withdrawal be 

lmr rY nrffrinnal- 

Earfrec, Mr. Arman ridded 
questions from students from 
nine Lebanese universities and 
representatives of non-govem- 
roent organisations at fee 
American University of Beirut. 

Bassam Kantar, a student 
from Lebanese University, 
asked Ml Annan about fee 
plight of his brother, Samir, 
who has been held by the 
Israelis in a prison camp in the 
south since 1979. Ml Annan 
sa id he would rake up the issue 
of Lebanese prisoners during 
his visit to Israel this week and 
later wife the In ternati onal 
Committee of the Red Cross in 


Geneva. 

Tm concerned, - ’ Ml Annan 
told the student “I share the 
pain. 1 know that it is diffi- 
cult™ I will do my best" 

Mr Annan has been con- 
fronted wife the issue of pris- 
oners held by Israel from fee 
very start Relatives of fee 
detainees organised a protest 
outside die Beirut airport At 
his dosing news conference, 
representatives of the relatives 
presented him with a list of 
213 Lebanese prisoners. 

Most of the Lebanese are 
held in a prison camp in fee 
Israeli-occupied zone in south- 
ern Lebanon as guerrilla sus- 
pects. Israel has in the past 
traded prisoners in its custody 
for its own soldiers — dead or 
alive — who are in guerrilla 
hands. 


Iraq, U.N. downplay Butler’s first visit since crisis 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — UN. weapons 
chief Richard Butler arrives here Sunday 
for his first visit since Iraq's refusal oo 
grant his inspectors access to eight presi- 
dential sites neariy led to U.S.-led military 
action last mouth. 

Mr. Butler is flying in wife Jayanfea 
Dhanapala, the Sri Lankan head of the 
“special group" charged with inspecting 
fee presidential sites under the Feb. 23 
accord which ended fee crisis. 

But even though Ml Dhanapala is 
expected to head the first inspection with- 
in days of Ml Butler’s visit, botb UN. aod 
Iraqi officials insist his talks here will not 
focus ou the long-awaited first tea of last 
month's agreement- 

“His visit is a normal visit to discuss 
wife the Iraqis what he normally discuss- 
es,” said the top UN. weapons official 
here, Nils Carikrom, the bead of fee 
Baghdad Monitoring and Verification 
Centre. 

Iraqi officials insisted the agenda fix Ml 
B utlers two days of talks wife a delega- 
tion headed by Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 


ter Tareq Aziz did not include the issue of 
the presidential sites. 

‘T^vistofML Butler is a routine mis- 
sion which is not linked to fee inspection 
of presidential sites,” Iraqi Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammed Said Al Sahhaf told 
reporters in Qatar 

Under die accord brokered by UN. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Arman, fee special 
group of UN. weapons inspectors headed 
by Ml Dhanapala is to visit Iraqi presi- 
dential sites accompanied by diplomats to 
address Baghdad’s concerns about its sov- 
ereignty. 

Ml Butler said last week fear he expect- 
ed the first inspection of a presidential site 
to be conducted within “a couple of days” 
of his departure on Thursday. 

The weapons inspectors' chief, who was 
in Vienna Friday, said it could take less 
than a year to finish all the disarmament 
work in Iraq. 

“I would think around- a further one 
year could see us do this job, but I can't 
say ft will be finished in ttot year," he said, 
adding: *Tt could be lOmonfes. it could be 


14 months, it relies on Iraq’s cooperation." 

“Iraq has fee ball at its feet," he added. 

Ml Aziz said earlier this week feat Iraq 
no longer trusted fee UN. weapons chief 
whom newspapers here have dubbed a 
“mad dog;” but would work wife him as 
an international representative. 

The two men are due to discuss the 
results of three technical evaluation meet- 
ings held to assess the progress in disman- 
tling Iraq's weapons of mass destruction 
and long-range missiles. 

The meetings were agreed at their last 
talks in January which were overshad- 
owed by Ml Butler’s failure to persuade 
Ml Aziz to grant weapons inspectors 
access to fee presidential sites. 

Two meetings, one on n on-conventional 
warheads for missiles and another on fee 
lethal nerve agent VX, were held here last 
month. 

A third on germ weapons, which Mr. 
Butler was due to call in at during a 
stopover Friday, opened in Vienna earlier 
tins week. 


Klima calls on Israel, PNA to respect accords 


;'V- 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Austrian Chancellor Vik- 
tor Klima called for 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
respect tbeir agreements 
with each other following 
talks here with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 

“The Oslo [self-rule] 
agreements have to be ful- 
filled and any solutions 
cannot go behind the back 
of the agreements," Mr. 
Klima told journalists at a 
joint press conference with 
Mr. Arafat in Gaza City. 

Mr. Klima underlined 
that the peace process 
must be based on the 
“land-for-peace” formula 
and cailed for greater steps 
to “provide security to the 


benefit of both sides. Ter- 
rorism .. and violence is 
unacceptable.” 

The previous Israeli gov- 
ernment recognised this 
principle but the current 
one. elected in May 1996 
and headed by Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, does noL 

Mr. Arafat called for 
Europe “to protect the 
peace process” which he 
said was undermined by 
Israel. He also welcomed a 
“European initiative” on 
the matter. 

He said that the autono- 
my agreements signed at 
the White House under 
U.S. auspices involved the 
international community. 


and denounced Israeli 
attempts to avert the publi- 
cation of a U.S. plan on an 
Israeli redeployment in the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Klima, whose coun- 
try will take up the rotat- 
ing presidency of the 
European Union (EU) in 
June, wrapped up a two- 
day visit which included 
talks Thursday with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

He has taken a low-key 
approach in his talks wife 
both leaders on the peace 
process after a visit earlier 
this week by British For- 
eign Minister Robin Cook, 
who raised Israeli outrage 
when he pressed strongly 
for Israeli concessions to 


the Palestinians. 

The EU has made public 
a plan for reviving fee long 
deadlocked peace process, 
demanding Israel make a 
“significant” troop with- 
drawal in the West Bank 
and calling for a halt to 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments. 

Mr. Klima said his main 
concern for the visit was to 
boost Israeli-Austrian rela- 
tions. 

Ties between the two 
countries have improved 
considerably in recent 
years. They had been cold 
under Austrian President 
Kurt Waldheim due to his 
Nazi past. 


Crown Prince departs on working 
trip to London, Germany and U.S. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan ou Saturday 
arrived in London on the 
first leg of a working visit, 
which will also take him to 
Germany and fee United 
States. 

The Crown Prince, who is 
accompanied by Minister 
of Industry. Trade and Sup- 
ply Hani Al Mulki and 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Aqel Biltaji. 
will hold talks with senior 
officials in these countries 
on bilateral relations and 
developments of the Middle 
East peace process. 

In London. Prince Hassan 
will inaugurate the Jordan- 
ian Badia Exhibition, 
or ganise d by the Jordanian 
Badia Research and Devel- 
opment Programme, which 
will be held under the co- 
patronage of the Crown 
Prince and the Duke of 
Kent. The Crown Prince 
will also hold talks with 
senior British officials on 
the stalled Middle East 
peace process and means of 
pushing it forward. 

In Bonn. Prince Hassan 
will meet with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, the speaker 
of the German Parliament, 
and mini ster of economic 
cooperation for talks on 
bilateral ties and the peace 
process. 

Upon departure from 



His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad sees his brother Crown Prince Hassan 
off Saturday as he departs for a working trip to Europe and the U.S. Prince 
Mohammad was sworn in as Regent (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Amman, Prince Hassan was 
seen off by His Royal High- 
ness Prince Mohammad 
Bea Talal. the personal rep- 
resentative of His Majesty 
King Hussein, who was 
sworn in as Regent, during 
the King's absence abroad. 

Also bidding farewell to 
Prince Hassan were Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour. Speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament Zaid Rifai 


and Sa’d Hayel Srour, 
Prince Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid. Private 
Chamberlain Prince Ali 
Ben Nayef, the King’s advi- 
sors, senior civil and mili- 
tary officials, and the 
British and German ambas- 
sadors to Jordan. 

On Friday. Prince Hassan 
received the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee 


member Mahmoud Abbas 
and reviewed wife him 
bilateral relations and the 
latest developments of the 
Middle East peace process. 
Mr. Abbas congratulated 
the Crown Prince on his 
5 1st birthday. The audience 
was attended by the Pales- 
tinian Ambassador in) 
Amm an Omar Khatib and 
Director of the Crown! 
Prince's office Husam Abuj 
Ghazaleh. . ! 


Sharaa: 
Ties with 
Jordan 
brotherly 


By Ahmad Kreisban 

Special to she Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Syrian foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa has 
described JonJanian-Syrian 
relations as brofeeriy and cor- 
dial and Jordanians and Syri- 
ans as constituting one people. 

Ml Sharaa, wb? was speak- 
ing in an interview wife fee 
Qatari AI Jazirah satellite tele- 
vision station on Friday night, 
said Syria understands Jordan’s 
position and its conclusion of a 
peace treaty with Israel noting 
that Jordan has only taken this 
step after the Palestinians 
signed fee Oslo accord. 

Interviewed by anchorman 
Faisal Al Qasem. Mr. Sharaa 
said: “Syria does not outbid 
others and will certainly not 
outbid Jordan or any other 
Arab country because we have 
a common Arab interest and 
we and Jordan should stand 
together in one line because 
any harm done to an Arab 
country is bound to adversely 
affect hs Arab neighbour.’' 

Mr. Sharaa’s remarks 
counter media reports feat 
speak of big differences 
between Amman and Damas- 
cus over a host of issues, espe- 
cially the peace process and 
inter-regional affairs. 

In reply to a question on 
whether Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat was not welcome 
in Syria, Me Sharaa said that 
“no Syrian decision has been 
taken to deny Ml Arafat from 
visiting. He can visit Syria any 
moment be likes because 
Syria's doors are open to all 
Arab citizens wife no restric- 
tions or conditions." 

The Syrian minister called 
for closer Jordanian-Syrian 
ties. “We do not want fee Jor- 
danian government to be aloof 
from us," be said. 

He said Damascus opposes 
any attempts designed to fuel 
divisions between fee two 
countries. 


Prince Hassan briefs Cabinet 
on King’s talks with Clinton 


AMMAN ( Petra) — His 

Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Saturday briefed the Coun- 
cil of Ministers on the out- 
come of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s talks with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and 
senior U.S. officials as well 
as the King's efforts to push 
the Middle East peace 
process forward. 

Presiding over part of the 
Cabinet meeting, the 
Regent said that during fee 
talks, emphasis was laid on 
the importance of Jordan’s 
role in enhancing the 
chances for peace and secu- 
rity in fee region and on 
U.S. support for fee King- 
dom. 

There was also emphasis 
on fee need for achieving a 
tangible progress in fee 
peace process with the aim 
of attaining a comprehen- 
sive settlement on all 
tracks, fee Regent said, not- 
ing that Washington is cur- 
rently moving towards 


overcoming fee obstacles 
obstructing fee peace 

process. 

Prince Hassan said King 
Hussein has discussed wife 
President Clinton and 

American officials Jordan- 
ian-U.S. relations and 

means to develop and 
enhance them adding feat 
the American administra- 
tion has committed itself to 
providing Jordan wife 

assistance in 1999 on fee 
same level of 199S. 

The Regent also noted 
that the King has reviewed 
wife President Ointon the 
developments in Iraq and 
fee recent U.N. -Iraqi agree- 
ment on weapons inspec- 
tions. 

It is hoped feat Iraq will 
be committed to imple- 
menting U.N. Security 
Council resolutions so feat 
this can lead to fee com- 
mencement of measures for 
lifting fee sanctions, fee 
Regent said. 

Referring to the Jordan 


badia, fee Regent said feat 
fee creation of the badia 
authority is necessary and 
feai a draft law should be 
enacted as soon as possible 
to create fee authority. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour reviewed 
before Prince Hassan a 
number of local issues 
pledging that the Council of 
Ministers will act upon fee 
Regent’s directives in 
addressing them. 

Prince Hassan also dis- 
cussed fee 9th Pan-Arab 
Games to be held in Jordan 
in August 1999, stressing 
the need for fee government 
to undertake fee necessary 
arrangements and make 
ample preparations to 
ensure its success. 

Dr. Ensour said feat the 
concerned ministries will 
conduct fee necessary mea- 
sures to insure its success. 

He noted that the Council 
of Ministers has decided to 
allocate JD9 million for 
financing fee coming event. 


Israel ready to pick up 
talks with Syria — report 


TEL AVTV (API — Israel 
has reportedly offered to 
meet a key Syrian demand 
to restart peace talks at fee 
point in which they left off 
two years ago, an Israeli 
news report said Saturday. 
In exchange, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is looking for 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad's approval for an 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon where Syria is the 
main power-broker. 

U.S.-sponsored peace 
talks between Israel and 
Syria were put on hold two 
years ago before Mr. 
Netanyahu's hardline gov- 
ernment was elected to 
power and have not 
resumed. 

Syria wants Israel to 
return fee Golan Heights, a 
strategic plateau it captured 
from Syria in fee 1967 
Mideast war. In talks it held 


wife fee previous Israeli 
governments of fee late 
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres, the sides were 
reportedly discussing terri- 
torial concessions in 
exchange for peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
said Israel should retain fee 
Heights for security, has 
called on Syria to resume 
talks, but those calls have 
been rejected so long as Mr. 
Netanyahu refused to return 
the negotiations to the point 
in which they left off. 

But in it’s Saturday 
report, Israel's Channel 2 
TV cited an unnamed 
senior government official 
as saying Mr. Netanyahu 
would consider some sort 
of territorial compromise. 
Channel 2 said feat Mr. 
Netanyahu’s secret offer to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Qatari emir on 
fence-mending 
visit to UAE 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The emir of Qatar arrived 
in fee United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) on Saturday 
on his first state visit aimed 
at repairing strained ties 
wife his Gulf neighbour, 
diplomats said. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben Khal- 
ifa Al Thani will hold talks 
wife UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan on bilateral ties 
and regional developments 
following the Iraqi crisis 
over arms inspections, offi- 
cials said. 

The emir will also try to 
“mend fences wife fee emi- 
rates following tension 
caused by fee 1995 coup 
and Qatar’s rift wife 
Egypt," an Arab diplomat 
said. t 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Thousands leave Baghdad to celebrate Newroz 

18 injured in Kurdish new year demonstration in Turkey 


AL MAD AIN (AFP) — 
Tens of thousands of Bagh- 
dadis streamed out to this 
resort town 30 kilometres 
south of the capital Saturday 
to celebrate the Kurdish New 
Year. 

The festival, known as 
Newroz in Kurdish, is a pub- 
lic holiday throughout Iraq, 
and Arabs outnumbered 
Kurds among the holiday 
revellers. 

The holiday traffic clogged 
the roads out of the capital 
with people crammed into 
cars and buses worn out by 
years without spare parts. 

Picnickers played football 
and badminton among the 
ruins of the classical city of 
Ctesiphon as busking musi- 
cians played traditional Kur- 
dish dances. 

Children clambered over 
the third-century Great Arch 
of Ctesiphon. claimed to be 
the largest single-span brick 
arch in the world, as families 
danced in the park. 


“The whole family comes 
here every year to dance and 
have a picnic,’* said Ahmad 
Seremeri a Kurd whose 
family originally comes 
from the mainly-Kuniish 
town of Khanaqin near the 
Iranian border but now lives 
in the capital. 

“It's a chance to meet 
friends and other people 
from Khanaqin," said his 
brother Mohammad. 

But their mother bemoaned 
the fact that they could no 
longer afford to travel to the 
mainly-Kurdish north to cel- 
ebrate the New Year as they 
had in years gone by. 

The impact of U.N. sanc- 
tions on the family's pur- 
chasing power meant they 
had to celebrate the festival 
somewhere closer to home. 

Khanaqin is controlled by 
the Iraqi government but 
many other Kurdish areas of 
northern Iraq have escaped 
Baghdad’s control since 
Western governments inter- 


DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — Eighteen people, 
mainly Kurdish protesters, were injured Satur- 
day when a crowd celebrating die Kurdish 
new year Newroz dashed with Turkish police 
in the country's troubled south-east local jour- 
nalists said. 

The clash broke our in the town of Van near 
the Iranian border when some demonstrators 
hurled stones at police, who responded by 
beating up several protesters, die journalists 
told AFP. 

Fifteen Kurdish protesters and three police 
officers were injured, but none was reported to 
be in serious condition. The demonstration 
was organised by die pro-Kuidish People's 
Democracy Patty. 

Scores of protesters woe arrested, the jour- 
nalists said. 

Newroz. which each year is celebrated on 
Mar. 21 by many Middle Eastern peoples. 


including Kurds, became the symbol of a sep- 
aratist Kurdish insurgency in T\akey s sotih- 
east in the early 1990s. . . ' 

Scores of Kurdish demonstrators were 
killed by police fire in several south-eastern.' 
towns in Turkey’s bloodiest Newnfemcadeias 
in 1992. But in recent years, Newroz derooh- 
stradoos have been mostly peaceful. 

Newroz was celebrated under strictsecurity 


measures in several cities and towns through- 
out the country Samniay. There woe no other 
reports of violence. 

The Turkish government has in tire last few 
years been encouraging Newroz celebrations 
by state organisations, saying the day is also 
important m the Turkish culture. 

People’s Democracy Party officials have 
denounced the government accusing it of hy- 
ing to cleanse Newroz of its Kunfisb charac- 
ter. 


vetted to stop it suppressing a 
Kurdish uprising following 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

Kurdish workers from the 
northern areas still manage 
to cross to government-held 


areas to jobs in the capital 
and the second city of 
Mosul. 

But drivers ai the capital’s 
An-Nahda bus station said 
the effect of heavy rain on 


the roads in the run-up to the 
Kurdish New Year had pre- 
vented them returning to 
their families in the north to 
celebrate the festival there 
this year. 


New civil marriage bill comes under fire in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A govern- 
ment bill to allow voluntary 
civil marriage in Lebanon has 
sparked a public outcry, with 
senior Muslim and Christian 
clerics as well as Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
condemning the proposals. 

“We will never accept this 
issue under any situation and 
this [position] is final." said 
Sheikh Mohammad Rashid 
Qabbani, mufti (spiritual 
leader) of the Sunni Muslim 
community. 

“We will join efforts with 
all the heads of the Christian 
and Muslim communities to 
confront this dangerous 
precedent in the history of 
Lebanon.” Sheikh Qabbani 
said Thursday after a trip to 
Saudi Arabia. 

In a surprise move earlier 
this week, the Lebanese cabi- 
net approved a bill put for- 
ward by Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi. a Maronite 
Christian, to allow civil mar- 
riage ceremonies in the coun- 
try. 

A total of 21 out of 30 cab- 


inet ministers backed the 
draft bill on Wednesday, but 
the text must still be 
approved by the parliament 
before it becomes law and it 
is currently drawing fire from 
the across the religious spec- 
trum. 

Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi 
Shamseddine. head of the 
Higher Shiite Council which 
is the official authority of the 
Shiite Muslim community 
told AFP the proposal “opens 
the way to a new problem." 

Most Beirut newspapers 
expected opposition to civil 
marriages to dominate ser- 
mons by Muslim clerics dur- 
ing Friday prayers, with 
some fearing public protests 
and sit-ins. 

Leaders of Christian 
churches in Lebanon have 
also repeatedly voiced their 
rejection of civil marriage, 
describing it as a “sacrile- 
gious’’ procedure. 

Christian and Muslim cler- 
gymen fear the move would 
"distance the youth from reli- 
gion and curtail the powers of 


religious courts, the financial 
backbone of religious hierar- 
chies,"’ said the English-lan- 
guage Daily Star newspaper. 

Mr. Hariri, a Sunni Muslim, 
does not oppose the principle 
of civil marriage in Lebanon 
but he insists the time is not 
right for sensitive political 
changes and believes the 
government should refrain 
from tackling issues that 
could stir up infernal dissent. 

Mr. Hrawi. who has been 
pushing the reform since 
1996. told the cabinet meet- 
ing on Wednesday that it was 
a “prelude towards gening rid 
of the confessional political 
system as I prepare to leave 
office.” 

Mr. Hrawi also announced 
Wednesday that he requested 
Shiite Muslim Parliament 
Speaker Nabih Beni, whose 
ministerial block voted in 
favour of the bill, to begin 
setting up a national council 
to abolish sectarianism. 

Mr. Hariri, however, retort- 
ed that the marriage bill was 
not the first step towards rid- 


ding the country of sectarian- 
ism. 

Some analysts believe that 
legalising civil marriage is 
merely’ an administrative 
issue, not directly linked to 
the overall confessional sys- 
tem in Lebanon — and that 
the outcry is part of ongoing 
tension and conflict among 
Lebanese leaders. 

In Lebanon, government 
posis and civil service jobs 
continue to be handed out 
along confessional lines even 
though the 1 9S9 Taef accords 
that ended the 1975-1990 
civil war called for the end of 
such a system. 

Only religious marriages 
— Christian. Muslim and 
Jewish — are recognised in 
Lebanon and registered in the 
religious courts representing 
the country’s 19 different 
confessions. 

Civil marriages cannot be 
performed in Lebanon, forc- 
ing many Lebanese to travel 
abroad for the ceremony, 
mostly to nearby Cyprus or 
Turkey. 


Cabinet 
approves 
$283,000 
FAO grant 


Opposition expresses concern over public 
freedom situation, foreign presence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Represen- 
tatives of Jordan’s 13 opposi- 
tion parties have issued a 
lengthy statement expressing 
their deep concern over what 
they termed a deterioration of 
the general condition of the 
country and urging the gov- 
ernment to take specific mea- 
sures to address the situation. 

The statement gave the 
details of a meeting, held last 
week by the parties at the 
Islamic Action Front head- 
quarters. which focused on 
two issues: public freedoms, 
which they said have serious- 
ly deteriorated, and the pres- 
ence of foreign forces on 
.Arab land, which they said 
constitute flagrant aggression 


against the nation's sover- 
eignty. 

The statement noted that 
representatives of various 
opposition groups expressed 
concern over the deterioration 
of public freedoms under 
quasi-martial law rule, noting 
in this regard that the execu- 
tive authority has stepped up 
its measures against political 
groups by preventing march- 
es. sit-ins and seminars, 
storming mosques, bearing up 
dozens, arresting heads of 
political groups and leaders of 
civic institutions, and dealing 
irresponsibly with the rioters 
in Ma'an. 

The statement pointed out 
that the government was 


rapidly normalising ties with 
the “Zionist enemy," despite 
the hostile Israeli stance 
toward the Arab Nation. The 
statement added that the gov- 
ernment hodc J .Ariel Sharon, 
who threatened to assassinate 
KhaJed Misha’ al. w hile a par- 
liamentary delegation paid a 
visit to the Jewish state, dur- 
ing which Israelis killed three 
Palestinian workers. 

According to the statement, 
the speakers demanded that: 

1. The government stop its 
present measures against the 
people's basic rights. 

2. The government release 
all detainees held in conjunc- 
tion with the Ma'an affair, 
including Leith ShbeilaL and 


hold those responsible few the 
death of Ma'an citizen 
Mohammad Khatib account- 
able for their actions. 

5. The government put an 
end to the normalisation 
process with Israel and recall 
Jordan's ambassador from Tel 

Aviv. 

The speakers, according to 
the sudement. expressed their 
condemnation of continued 
occupation by foreign forces 
of .Arab waters and lands and 
v oiced approval of a coll by 
the head of toe Iraqi National 
Progresshe Front to observe 
March !6 a» a day of solidar- 
ity with the Iraqi people in the 
face of sanctions and injus- 
tice. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Saturday 
approved a S2S3.000 grant 
from the Rome-based UK 
Food and Agriculture Organi- 
sation (FAO) to the Agricul- 
tural Credit Corporation 
(ACO. 

The Cabinet authorised 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mijbem Khreisha to sign an 
agreement few the grant, 
which will finance the devel- 
opment and modernisation of 
the corporation's data system. 

During a regular session, the 
Council approved draft mem- 
oranda that the Jordanian and 
British governments will 
exchange concerning^ British - 
grant totalling JD 127 million 
to the Ministry of : Education 
to be disbursed between 1998 
and 2001 under a technical 


assistance agreement 

Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf has been authorised to 
sign the memoranda on behalf 
of Jordan. 

The Cabinet also approved 
the participation of the nation- 
al folklore troupe in celebra- 
tions to be held in Pakistan on 
the country's 50th anniversary 
of independence, due to take 
place from March 29-31. 





SABAEANS SLAUGHTER SHEEP: Iraqi Sabaean 
sect members Saturday slaughter a sbeep as a gift for 
the gods during a ritual on the Tigris River in Bagh- 
dad. After any killing a Sabaean must ask forgive- 
ness, preferably through baptism by a priest in water. 
Around 100,000 members of Iraq's secretive sect have 
changed many of their way’s but still keep the core of 
their centuries-old religious rituals intact. The sect, 
which traces its roots to John the Baptist, was found- 
ed in Palestine in the first two centuries after Christ’s 
death bat members bad to flee to Yemen and from 
there emigrated to Mesopotamia (Reuters photo) 


Tourism industry attracting 
more attention — Biltaji 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji on Saturday said 
decision-makers have started 
directing special attention to the 
tourism industry, given its con- 
tribution to the national econo- 
my and its potential to create 
job opportunities. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a two-day meeting by 
the Arah-Fedezation for Hotekt- 
and Tourism. Mr. Biltaji said 
the role p( the-govoronent if to 
provide an umbrella for the pri- 
vate sector and to enact legisla- 
tion and laws needed to encour- 
age the tourism industry, pro- 
tea its gains and ensure its 
rights. 

He called for streamlining 
Arab efforts to advance this 
sector, which has witnessed set- 
backs due to certain circum- 
stances. 

Referring to the different 
types of tourism, including reli- 
gious, historical, archaeologi- 


cal and cultural tourism, Mr 
Biltaji said each tourist region 
in the Arab World complements 
others. He called on the federa- 
tion to implement tourism train- 
ing programmes in hotel ser- 
vice and voiced hope that the 
federation would support Jor- 
dan's request to host the meet- 
ings of the International Feder- 
ation of Hotels and Restaurants 
inAmman in.iP99. ■ . *. 

•The federation's president, 
Qtf?man Ajfdi. stjesse^ the.peed, 
for providing foe necessary 
facilities and incentives to 
encourage investment in the 
tourism sector and for over- 
coming the obstacles and diffi- 
culties impeding the growth of 
this important industry. 

Mr. Aydi outlined the impor- 
tance of inter-Arab cooperation 
in encouraging eco-tourism and 
called for targeting Arab citi- 
zens. whom he said are the 
main sources of tourism in the 
Arab World. 


Suspected Russian godfather strikes deal with Israeli court 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A sus- 
pected godfather of a Russian 
mafia group admitted to 
charges of seeking to corrupt 
Israeli officials in a plea bar- 
gaining deal with a court here, 
judicial sources said Friday. 

Gregory Lemer. 47. w ho has 
been in custody for ten 
months, admitted the corrup- 
tion charge in exchange for the 
dropping of other charges 
acairtsthim. 


He admitted to offering large 
sums of money to leaders of 
the opposition Labour Party, 
including former Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres, prior to gen- 
eral elections in May 1996. die 
sources said. 

He also admitted to acts of 
fraud involving several tens of 
million of dollars against Russ- 
ian banks. 

According to the charges 
against him. Lemer sought to 


win highly placed politicians 
as patrons to protea him from 
the law and to obtain authori- 
sation to open a bank in Israel 
to launder money. 

In exchange for his admis- 
sions, foe prosecutor agreed 
not to inditt Lemer with the 
murder of a Russian banker 
who. according to police 
charges, was killed in connec- 
tion with Leraer's activities. 


Awqaf 
ministry 
finalises haj 
preparations 
in Medina 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Saturday 
announced that it has 
finalised preparations in the 
Saudi city of Medina to 
receive Jordanian pilgrims 
performing this year’s pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

Nasri Tubeishat, assistant 
bead of the ministry’s mis- 
sion accompanying the pil- 
grims, said the first convoy 
of vehicles carrying Jordan- 
ian pilgrims is due Moaday 
in Medina. 

Mr. Tubeishat said the 
ministry has taken the nec- 
essary measures to proride 
the pilgrims with required 
services and to offer them 
accommodation in Medina 
before continuing their trip 
to Mecca. 

He said the ministry’s 
teams were coordinating 
transportation procedures 
with the companies to cany 
the pilgrims to various reli- 
gious and holy places. 

The ministry’s mission, is 
supervising the transporta- 
tion and accommodation of 
the pilgrims and has 
assigned a guide for each 
bus load of pilgrims to 
advise them on the manner 
of performing the haj (pil- 
grimage), he added. 

According to Mr. 

Tubeishat, Arab Israeli 
Muslims had earlier arrived 
in Medina and will be trans- 
ported to Mecca on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Health and Medical Care 
announced Saturday that its 
medical mission has left for 
Saudi Arabia to offer med- 
ical treatment to pilgrims 

Actmg.Mimster of Health 
and Metrical Care Moham- 
mad Mamser.: and Minister - 
of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Abdul Salam Abba- 
di said the team members 
will accompany die pil- 
grims throughout their visit 
to the holy places to offer 
medical treatment when 
needed 

According to Jaafar 
Huneiti. head of the medical 
team, the mission comprises 
47 doctors, pharmacists, 
nurses and other officials 
fully supplied with medical 
supplies. 

He said the mission, 
which has three fully 
equipped ambulances at its 
disposal, plans to open three 
health centres in Medina 
and three others in Mecca. 
Dr. Huneiti noted that 
ambulances will also be at 
the service of the Muslim 
pilgrims from Israel. 

The pilgrimage reaches its 
peak with the final religious 
ceremonies leading up to Al 
Adfaa Feast (feast of sacri- 
fice), expected on April 7. 
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.IORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROG RAMME TWO 
16:10 Cartoon — The Pink Panther 
16:15 Cartoon — Pumpkin 
Patch 

16 JO - French Programmes 

18:00 Skippy 

18:30 Drama — The Border Town 

19:00 — Le Journal 

19:15 Documentary Magazine 
— Le Tour De France 

19:30 News Headlines 

19J5 America's Funniesi People 
20:00 Documentary — The Peo- 
ple and Places of Africa 
20-30 The Ultimate Guide to 
Motherhood ipt. L 

21:10 -Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

2230 Drama — North and South 
23:59 Comedy — The l/pper Hand 
0030 End of T.X. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


:16 - Fajr 

34 . — fSunrise) Duha 

:43 Dhuftr 

:!0 ‘Asr 

31 - -Maghreb 

:09 *Isha 


CHURCHES 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 !. 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77*175 1 . 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 56884G* 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De 2a 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
462354) 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fiehTd. 5920146 
The Lniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

771331 


Temperatures are expected hi rise 
becoming around average. Skies 
will be sunnv to panJv cloudy and 
winds southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be sunny and warm, 
winds northerly mixleratc. and seas 
calm. 

Miii/Max. temp. 

Amman....... 02(18 

Aqaba -.09/27 

Deserts. "1/21 

Jordan Valley 09/25 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 39 per coil 
A qaba 25 percent. 

USEFVL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


Shrrei«arj pharmacy . 

—4637660 
.. 8476'V’ 

Electric Power Co .463638 1 

ERBID: 

Dr. FawriAlxiIHaiJa 

A: Q’cds rt- armar. .... 

252070 

— I — ) 

Queen .Alia Inti. Airport ....44-53200 

Z.VRQA: 

Dr. WaKd \abhan .. 

— 3851743 

HOSPITALS 

Khairier. thermae. .... 

-985417 

AMMAN: 


EMERGENCIES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifidu Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Td. 4624590 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Wlsam Hzayyin “43563 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrab ...32CU25 
Dr. Halim Hannoun ...Jk>"4984 
Dr. MuntherAI Qraini 779959 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Fcrdows phamucy 77S336 

.Al Asema pharmacy 4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

AI SaZsm pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 


nx>d Consol Centre- 4637 1 1 1 

C:v2 Dsarrs Cto a mert 5661 1 1 1 

Ciri; Defence Iraretiiacr Rescue 

4630341 

Civ:I Defence E-uercency..._..199 
Rewirftto;92462H U.463T7T 

Foe Bn cads 4617101 

BLxxi Bark. —77512! 

Hi;5n»ay PcJice. 21434G2 

Traffic Poi:cc.._ -....S96390 

Public Security Dspt 4630321 

Hotel ConpLai.-iv 5605S00 

Pr.ce Ccmpiainv — 25661 176 

\\cssri Se.'«ajg CaevLeti -JJ97467 
.Ammon Mun:ripaJ;!v Complaints 

- ..1 -.787111 

Telephone Iriermoii'Tri < directory 

assistance: 121 

Overseas GJit 010230 

Centra: Amman Telephone 

Repaid -..4613101 

Abdoli TeL RepiTS-.^— 3661 101 

Jordan Telr-ision .... .773 i 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..77411 1 

Water Atshority 56S0100 

J. Ejearkriry .Authority — 815615 


The Arab Centre Tor Heart and Special 
Sunday 592 M 99 

TheLslamic.Abdii J6f6I3i/7 

Hussem Medical Centre TeL 836813, 
SS6856 

Luzmila —^—.4630195 


IRBIIh 

Princess Basma Hospital 

— (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

- — (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafecs HosjMial 
— 102)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 10313141 1 1 


17:00 — __ — Jeddah (add) iRJ) 

J7KK) Brussels. Geneva CRJ) 

17:05 -Paris (RJ) 

27s45 London iRJ) 

18:05 Athens (RJ) 

*9^00 .Madrid. Vienna (Rft 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

20:55 Frankftut. Amsterdam (RJ) 

22^0 Vienna. Aqaba (RJ) 

W-*® 5 — Cairo (RJ) 


10:50 

11:00 

11:15 

Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) : 

-vnir..- 

Uu30 -...Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) : 
U ^30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) ■ 

Kons 

hv In.-,- 

12:20 


20.-00 

20:10. 

Jeddah (add) (RJ)| 


20:15 

New Delhi {RJj | 


21:25 


Ub - 


01:00 —Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Khalidi Maiemity. 46442SI/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jubal Amman Maiemity 4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. *.....4636140 
Palestine. ShmeLsani ....5607071 
Shmcfeani Hospital ....ft&HSl 

University Hivtpital 845845 

AI-Muasber Hospital 5 / 67227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali - J664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

.AJ-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This informaiivn is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian iRJ) infontumm 
depanment at the Queen ATui 
haemanend Airport TeL i-U) 
53210-3. nhen i: should always be 
venf 

ini Infomum'nri on other flights can 
he supplied on phone t44) f 5270th 


Other Flights 

03^5 -Rome (AZ) 

10:00 -..^anaa(IY) 

^^5 Bahrain (GF) 

3 ^ :0 ° - -...Moscow (SU) 

15:00 Doha (QR) 

17:45 — Jeddah (SV) 

20:00 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 — — Cairo (MS) 

J stan bul (JK) 


2130 — Abu Dhabu Dubai (RJ)j 

21:30 Damascus (RJ) 

223Q Bangkok (RJ) 

22-45 Sanaa ((RJ) 


23:00 Kuala Lumpur Jakarta (RJ) j 

Other Flights t 

°3:00 Athens (0A)j 

04:20 JtomefA^ 


"fed , 1 ft-J 


0640 BeiruL London (BA>| 


ARRIVALS 


ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital 

- —.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

ftm 5ina Hospital (09(9S6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

°&25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

°*10 Beirut (RJ) 

°9:I5 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:50 —Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

r A iaba (RW) 

w;U3 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

0930 Amman (MarkaAirpoit) (RW) 
17^0 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


07:50 London (BA)1 

UHJ0 -Sanaa (IY) 

13:15 J)oha(Gf^i 

M:50 Moscow (SU) | 

_ . ,noV> 


16:00 


™Doha (QRI> 


^•>4 

j. 


>H] 


19:15 leddah (SV>j ■* Ai * ’ 

21:20 -Tel Aviv (Df)? n,J ' 

21:40 Cairo 


iJs-30 — -Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

- --Aqaba (RW) 

— ^0 Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flints 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Maifca Airport).! 

08:15 Aqaba 

Amman (QAIA) 




*-i« ? 


-Beirut (RJ) 

08 - 40 - Frankfurt (RJ) 


1645 Amman (Marita Airport) 
17:55 .Tel Aviv 


20*30 — Amman (QAIA) 
21t50 — Aqaba 
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Queen, international policy centre make 
preparations for water symposium 


Armed forces commemorate 30th 
anniversary of Karameh Battle 


AMMAN tf.T.) — Her 
Majesty QueeaNoor met with 
the director of American Uni- 
versity's Centre for the Global 
South. Clovis Maksoud, to 
discuss preparations for the 
symposium on "Water and 
Dispute Prevention,” which 
will be held next October at 
American University's Wash- 
ington College of Law. 
according to a press release 
Saturday. 

Quean Noor, who is chair of 
the centre’s advisory board, 
emphasised the importance of 
such a conference, since water 
shortage is an issue of primary 
concern in the developing 
world and the Middle Hast in 
particular: 

According to scientific esti- 
mates, developing countries 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The newly- 
elected chairman of Jordan 
Construction Contractors 
Association (JCCA) urged the 
government Saturday to repay 
millions of dinars in debts 
owed to JCCA members. 

Wi’el Touqao. who was re- 
elected for a second four-year 
term on Friday, said debts 
were harming the develop- 
ment of mosrof the agency's 
843 members. 

Mr. Touqan won 414 votes, 
while his rival Mohammad 
Murad, clinched 340 out of the 
755 votes cast 

The Ministry of Public 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The develop- 
ment of Jordan’s social institu- 
tions/ ‘ia&utffiggf: : fife's family, 
labour, and women’s move- 
ment; as weftaspotitical paP 
ties and ethnic minorities, will 
be the focus of a conference set 
to open on Tuesday. 

Some of the most renowned 
authorities on fee Kingdom’s 
modem history will gather at 
fee University of Jordan (UJ) 
between Mardr 24 and 26 for 
the meeting on "The Social 
History of Jordan," which w31 
cover six main themes on 
soda! changes over fee last 
100 years. 

The panels will focus am 
family and society in fee late 
1 9th century: the establishment 
of fee state; the arts and soda! 
history: changes and chal- 
lenges in fee 20th century; fee 
regional and international con- 


will need investment of up to 
SI billion to irrigate land and 
grow food to meet rising 
demands. Over the next 30 
years, more than 60 per cent 
of fee world’s population will 
face water- ami food-related 
problems. The Queen noted 
feat per capita water supply In 
Jordan is among fee lowest in 
fee world, and is falling rapid- 
ly as population rises; by 
2025, it will be only 17 per 
cent of its level in I960, fee 
statement said 
The symposium, which will 
hong together researchers, 
government offi cials and pri- 
vate sector representatives, 
will cover issues ranging from 
“Water Security: Challenges 
for the 21st Century” and 
“The Role of fee Private Sec- 


Works owes contractors JD3 
mil H on while the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation owes 
them between JD10 million 
and JD1 5 million, according to 
Mr. Touqan. 

Eight others were elected as 
members of the association’s 
council. They are: Mcihyi 
F/triinp Halboun l Mo hammad 
Boustanji, Sayid Kouz. Abdul- 
lah Khalifah, Mohammad 
Tarawoeh, Atif Doghmi, 
Mohammad Mouqbil and 
Mo hammad Q asih 

Ml Touqan said several 
ministries have foiled to repay 

milli ons of dinar s in debts 

owed to Jordanian contractors 
for work they carried out in the 
past. 


text; and identity and public 
space and demoaarisation. 

‘The conference will provide 
fee public wife a different point 
of view in reading the history 
1 of Jordan,” sdiaTfaifi’Hoiifahf,'- 
I bead of Al. Urifcm £1. Jadid 
• Res&rdl Ofecifie. Ttie centre,’ 
together with UFs faculty of 
humanities and social sciences, 
are organising the event 
‘The history of a country is 
not only its political history," 
Mr. Hourani told fee Jordan 
Times. “It also is fee history of 
its people and social groups 
which shaped today’s Jordan.” 
Al Urdu® Al Jadid, which 
has monitored and analysed 
Jordan’s political tiberahsation 
for fee past five years, has 
made plans to publish new 
books and booklets cm social 
classes, movements and insti- 
tutions every yean 
“The first of our publications 
on the history of educational 
institutions will be released 


tor in Managing Water 
Resources,” to' ‘Tiesearching 
Freshwater Disputes,” and 
"Recommendations for Pre- 
venting Freshwater Conn 
flicts." 

In preparation for fee sym- 
posium, American University 
graduate students have been 
compiling case studies on 
water issues and conflict reso- 
lution, wife the Middle Hast 
featuring a core part of their 
research. The students found 
an “obvious link to environ- 
mental issues and the geopo- 
litical conflicts” in fee region 
feat can be traced back to die 
scarcity of water and the 
struggle to control freshwater 
sources, according to the 
announcement 

The Centre for the Global 


He said several minis tries 
have been contacted to speed 
up die debt repayments but to 
no avail. 

Mr. Touqan said the contrac- 
tors owe commercial hanks 
around JD790 million in debts, 
mostly to finance projects. 

In addition, most govern- 
ment agencies prefer to hire 
foreign contractors to carry out 
their projects, further hurling 
local contractors. 

“Most of the foreign loans 
extended to the Kingdom are 
given on the condition that 
projects be implemented by 
non-Jordanian firms,'' Mr. 
Touqan told the Jordan Times. 

“Unfortunately, the govern- 
ment has always accepted 


before the end of the year and 
will be on Al K ulliah Al 
Islamyyah [The Islamic Col- 
lege],” Me Hourani said. The 
school between the First and 
Sfecbrid circles/ &' drtdW the* 
country's oldest. , _ . , 

He adderitbatlhfe ceotr^was' 
about to publish a booklet on 
social life in Amman in the 
1940s and 1950s. 

During tire first session, to be 
chaired by prominent Jordan- 
ian historian Suleiman Mousa, 
Mustafa Hamameh, director of 
the Centre for Strategic Studies 
at UJ, will present cases of the 
settlement of nomadic families 
in the Balqa, Karak and Ajloun 
regions. 

Eugene Rogan, from Sl 
A ntony’s College, Oxford, will 
review the rapid social changes 
that took place in Ottoman 
Transjordan. 

At the last session of the con- 
ference, Laurie Brand, from 
the University of Southern Cal- 


South, which was founded in 
1992 at American University, 
examines critical issues affect- 
ing the poorer developing 
countries of fee world, 
increasingly characterised col- 
lectively as the South. The 
global South includes nearly 
157 of a total of 184 recog- 
nised states in fee world, and 
many have less developed or 
severely limited resources. 
The centre seeks to examine 
issues related to global 
inequality, developmenlenvi- 
ronment, human rights, 
women, population, the 
changing international legal 
order and regional coopera- 
tion, as well as new roles for 
the United Nations and other 
international organisations, 
the statement said 


these conditions to guarantee 
these loans,” Ml Touqan said 
‘Therefore, Jordanian contrac- 
tors are excluded from big pro- 
jects that are implemented by 
foreign firms.” 

Mr. Touqan said that 
although the JCCA’s internal 
charter stipulates that projects 
in Jordan should not be award- 
ed to contractors who are not 
members of the JCCA fee 
government has not been abid- 
ing by than 

He said the Audit Bureau's 
“interference” in the work of 
contractors was another major 
problem faring them, in addi- 
tion to tight spending by the 
government on new projects. 


ifotnia. will analyse the inter- 
play of domestic and external 
factors in the evolution of the 
women’s movement. 

The thin] panel on March 
'23Y-'4iP be^’diaired by'-'Afr- 
'Mahaftha,.; jfrom- UJ, 1 will- 
■melude'-kcrttrei L, by leading' 
architects Jafor Touqan and 
Ammar Khammash on archi- 
tecture and society as well as 
architecture as a record of the 
social history of Jordan, 
respectively. 

HRH Princess Wijdan All 
vice president of the Institute of 
Diplomacy, will chair the sixth 
panel which will deal with the 
development of Jordanian 
identity and Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian relations. 

Other Jordanian researchers 
to take part in tire conference 
include historian Ra’ouf Abu 
Jaber, sociologist Mousa Shtei- 
wi, and former Foreign Minis- 
ter Kamel Abu Jaber, director 
of the Institute of Diplomacy. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Aimed Forces Saturday 
held a ceremony under the 
patronage of HRH Crown 
Prince Hasson at Karameh in 
the Jordan Valley in com- 
memoration of fee 30fe 
anniversary of Karameh Bat- 
tle. 

The Crown Prince laid a 
wreath near fee Karameh Bar- 
tie Martyrs Monument, locat- 
ed at fee site of fee battle 
between Jordanian and invad- 
ing Israeli forces in 1968, and 


House 
expected 
to reject 
press law 
amendments 

By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament appears set to 
reject government amendments 

to the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law, criticised by local 
and foreign human rights 
activists as muzzling public 
freedoms. 

The House's National Guid- 
ance Committee is expected to 
vole on the amended press law 
during its meeting on Monday. 

“It seems that most commit- 
tee members will vote for the 
law''s rejection.” said one deputy 
who preferred anonymity. 

The High Court of Justice 
revoked tough government 
amendments to the 1993 press 
law introduced in May while 
Parliament was in recess, saying 
that the introduction of the tem- 
porary law was unconstitutional 
since there was no state of emer- 
gency or necessitating circum- 
stances for the government to 
change the previous law: 
i -Tbs-unexpect^dedsion by 
( the country's highest adminis- 
r trativer. .court annulled die 
decree, which forced 13 of Jor- 
dan’s 20 weeklies to close down 
by tightening curbs on report- 
ing, imposing stiffer fines on 
offenders and introducing pro- 
hibitive capital requirements. 

Deputy Raji Haddad, head of 
fee nine-member committee, 
said fee committee was contem- 
plating two main options. 

‘The first is to revoke fee law 
and then send it to fee Senate,” 
Dr. Haddad told the Jordan 
Times. 

The second option, he said, 
was to accept fee law. discuss its 
articles and then amend them, 
after extensive discussions with 
journalists and government offi- 
cials. 


recited verses of fee Holy 
Koran. 

Accompanied by the chair- 
man of fee Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Marshal Abdul Hafez 
Kaabneh, Prince Hasson 
reviewed fee commemorative 
plaques ar fee monument and 
fee standards of the army units 
that took part in the battle. 

He later met wife delega- 
tions from the armed forces 
schools and military cultural 
centres visiting fee monu- 
ment. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Omani Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Hilal Al Mimari on Satur- 
day said his country has 
taken a series of measures 
designed to facilitate the. 
entry of Jordanian agricul- 
tural products to its mar^ 
kets. 

Mr. Mimari said these 
agricultural products will 
arrive at the central border 
market in Oman, where 
the shipments will be 
exempted from customs 
duty and the truck drivers 
issued visas to transport 
the products to their desti- 
nations. 

The ambassador, who 
was speaking at a meeting 
here with Minister of 
Agriculture Mijhem 
Khreisha. said Jordanian 
trucks will not be restrict- 
ed in their operations nor 
will the shipments be 
required to pay municipal - 


Tie monument was also 
visited Saturday by delega- 
tions from Jordanian state and 
private universities. Ministry 
of Education schools, youth 
centres, municipalities, and 
others. 

They laid wreaths at the 
monument and recited verses 
from the Holy Koran at the 
ceremony. 

Meanwhile, Minister of 
Education and Higher Educa- 
tion Mohammad Haradan 
attended a ministry ceremony 


ity fees. 

Oman is looking for- 
ward to importing larger 
volumes of agricultural 
products, provided they 
are competitive in quality 
a.h4'. rrffpfif- said,,. , n Mr. 
Mimari, adding that Oman 
*?.y. to, provide- 

Jordanian markets with 
their needs of fish. 

Welcoming the Omani 
facilities for the Jordanian 
products. Mr. Khreisha 
said Jordan can fill most 
of Oman’s needs of high 
quality agricultural prod- 
ucts around the year. 

Jordan is ready to fill 
Oman’s needs of fertilis- 
ers. veterinary medicines 
and agricultural equip- 
ment and would be willing 
to provide qualified and 
skilled agricultural per- 
sonnel to help develop 
farming in Oman, the min- 
ister said. 

Mr. Khreisha and the 


held at fee monument in 
which boy and girl scouts 
from public schools took part 

The scouts marched from 
South Shuneh town toward 
fee monument site carrying 
banners and portraits of His 
Majesty King Hussein. Upon 
gathering at fee site, speeches 
were nude honouring the 
Armed Forces for their 
defence of fee homeland. 

Senior local government 
officials were among fee audi- 
ence attending fee ceremony. 


Omani ambassador 

reviewed Jordan's use of 
modem technology in 
agriculture and the numer- 
ous plans under way to 
increase fruits and veg- 
etable outpur horizontally 
and vertically. • 

He noted that both Jor 3 
dan's agricultural prod- 
ucts and veterinary medi- 
cines are high quality and 
are exported to many 
countries. 

The two sides 
exchanged views on coop- 
eration in agricultural 
fields and exchanging 
expertise and information. 

Mr. Khreisha and the 
ambassador also discussed 
means by which Jordan 
could benefit from 
Oman’s experiments in 
growing palm trees, which 
the minister said is one of 
the ministry’s priority 
schemes. 


New contractors’ association chairman 
urges government to pay outstanding debts 


Conference on Jordan’s modem history opens Tuesday 



Minister of Agriculture Mijhem Khreisha and Omani Ambassador Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Hilal AJ Mimari on Saturday review agricultural issues of concern (Photo by 
Yousef ‘Allan) 


Oman taking steps to facilitate import 
of Jordanian produce — ambassador 
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what 9 s 
going on 


FILM 

* “La passage” at fee 
French Cultural .Centre, 
Jabal Weibdeh on Monday, 
March 23, at 630 pan. and 
830 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Arab calligraphy by Iran- 
ian caffigrapfaer ‘Ain Al Din 
SakqZadabattheUnivara- 
ty of Jordan, until March 23. 

* “Colours of Life" ar 

Books@Cafe (TeL 

83793 1/2), until April 30. 

“Modem Jordanian 
Ceramics” by Raed Al 
Dahleh at Instituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, until 
April 30. 

* Works by late Iraqi artist 
Seddiq Ahmad at Hammura- 
bi Art GaDeiy, Gardens 
Street (Tel 5695027), until 
March 29. 

* Wcffks by Sana’ Kayyali 
ai Orient Gallery. Shmdsani 
(Tel • 5681303/4), until 
March 26. (Proceeds will go 
to Al Quds AJ Sharif Defend- 
ing Association). 

* Works by Jordanian 
artist Yousef Baddawi at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh. until April 9 (Tel 
4643251/2). Also displaying 
a private collection of Mam- 
douh Bisharal entitled “A 
Virion, An Identity” and 
works Ity contem p orary 
Arab artists — ‘The New 
Collection/' 


Fulbright employee threatens legal action over dismissal for political activities 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An employee of the 
Binational Fulbright Commission has 
threatened to take the Commission to 
court for “arbitrary dismissal” if it 
does not rescind bar dismissal before 
March 31. 

Aida Dabbas, a programme officer 
at the Co mmis sion, told fee Jordan 
Tunes that the Commission's execu- 
tive director has fired her effective as 
of March 31 for publicly opposing 
U.S. and British policy in Iraq and for 
criticising the UJ4. economic sanc- 
tions on Iraq. She also claimed that 
the members of the Fulbright Com- 
mission board — composed of five 
Jordanians and five Americans — 
have denied her “due process” by ter- 
minating her employment before giv- 
ing her an opportunity to address the 
board. 

In a March 1 meaitotandumtoMs. 
Dabbas, the executive director of the 
Commission, Alain McNamara, 
wrote that “...the welfare of the Com- 
mission and what you deem is fee 
sanctity of your own determined 
beliefs [as an activist] are incompati- 
ble.” 

In dm three-page memorandum 
addressed to Ms. Dabbas, Me McNa- 
mara wrote that her public actions 
before, during and after the Feb. 13 
pro-Iraq demonstration in downtown 
Amman and an ensuing debate on 
NETS' on-line local conference sites 
between Ms. Dabbas and Jordan 
Television Director General Nasser 
Judeh, “who also happens to be the 
son-in-law of IBs Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, our Royal 
patron.” led Me McNamara to con- 
clude that Ms. Dabbas , ’lacked both 


judgement and consideration." 

He also quoted several ‘inflamma- 
tory” excerpts from messages trans- 
mitted on NETS by Ms. Dabbas 
before Feb. 13: "...fee U.S. message 
is feat they really don't give a damn 
about our lives™”; “...we must voice 
our anger and disgust wife the U.S. 
genoridal policies against Arab peo- 
ple. J*: and “-this aggression is also 
directed towards Jordan and the peo- 
ple of Jordan." 

Tbe messages were transmitted to 
the “Ask the Government,” “Her 
Majesty’s,” and “GID” conference 
sites. 

The memorandum said Ms. Dab- 
bas was “an implicit oiganiser” in 
mobilising participants to fee ‘Illegal 
demonstration on [Feb. 13]" and 
quoted her as encouraging people on- 
line to participate in the downtown 
march. Additionally, Mr McNamara 
wrote that she encouraged people to 
call her to acquire protest signs made 
fa- car windows denouncing “Amer- 
ican and British aggression against.. 
Iraq." 

lire signs, posted in her car parked 
every day in front of the Commis- 
si cat caused “concern, if not nervous 
confusion’' among some of fee Amer- 
ican grantees, he said 

He also said feat tbe debate wife 
Mr Judeh — which covered, among 
other things, the legality of imposing 
a ban on demonstrations and apply- 
ing the 1956 martial law on public 
meetings — was “disrespectful in 
tone and language,” and that he bad 
to team from other sources feat Ms. 
Dabbas was “arrested and detained” 
in conjunction wife fee Rsb. 13 inci- 
dent. 

“As you know, this caused me 
some concern, first of all for your 


well-being. let alone for fee effect of 
your actions on this Commission.'' he 
wrote. 

Ms. Dabbas, who holds both Jor- 
danian and U.S. citizenship, said fee 
prams raised in fee letter are slander- 
ous and libellous and a breach of con- 
stitutional rights under both the Jor- 
danian and American Constitutions. 

“Article 15 of fee Jordanian consti- 
tution and the first amendment to the 
U.S. constitution give me the right to 
speak freely," she said T have not 
said anything that everyone else in 
Jordan, including high-ranking offi- 
cials, hasn’t said I spoke in my own 
personal capacity, not as an employee 
of Fulbright. Should I be summarily 
executed just because I spoke out 
against U.S. foreign policy?' 

Ms. Dabbas also contended she 
was never arrested or taken to court 
as a consequence of fee Feb. 13 inci- 
dent. 

T was taken to the police station, 
but I wasn't fingerprinted. nor was I 
arrested or charged wife anything," 
she said T was asked for identifica- 
tion and released. No one has the 
right to say feat I participated in an 
illegal act except fra the courts.” 

She conceded feat she did encour- 
age people to participate in the march, 
but after hearing feat fee government 
had issued the protest ban. she sent 
anefeer message out on NETS point- 
ing this out to subscribers. 

T didn't want to get anyone into 
trouble or encourage them to do any- 
thing illegal” she said. ‘1 encouraged 
it only when I thought it was legaL" 

She contested Ml McNamara’s 
assertions feat her actions had upset 
Fulbright students in Jordan, saying 
feat many of them expressed to her 
their own disgust wife American pol- 


icy. Additionally, she said the debate 
with Mr. Judeh was carried out “in a 
public forum designed for such 
debate.” 

Ms. Dabbas also claimed feat fee 
board has denied her due process. No 
mention was made of her activities 
until Feb. 26. nearly two weeks after 
the Feb. 13 demonstration, when Mr. 
McNamara personally addressed the 
issue wife her. she said Two days 
later, she was served the memoran- 
dum. 

‘This in itself is a violation of the 
bylaws, since they require that he get 
the approval of the board to terminate 
ray employment.'' she said. 

Since then, she said she has 
attempted to petition the ten-member 
board, which she stared is also her 
right according to Fulbright bylaws. 
Until now, she said she has not 
received a response. 

Board member David Bos worth, 
also chief executive officer of 
Motorola/Fasilink-Joridan, said his 
understanding of tbe bylaws is that if 
an employee seeks legal counsel prior 
to requesting an audience with the 
board, fee employee abdicates fee 
right to petition the board. 

“Had Ms. Dabbas petitioned the 
board before contacting a lawyer, we 
would have been happy to hear her 
issues.” he said 

He also said Mr. McNamara acted 
within the parameters of the bylaws 
and informal the board of his deci- 
sion immediately after the decision 
was taken. 

'The board approved fee decision,” 
he said “The board is not and does 
not always have to be informed of 
every decision of the executive direc- 
tor in advance. As executive director, 
some latitude has to be allowed in 


decision-making. He was within his 
rights in taking this decision. 

The board consists of Minister of 
Education and Higher Education 
Mohammad Humdan. Royal Med- 
ical Services Director Major General 
Yousef Qsouss, Jordan University of 
Science and Technology President 
Saad Hijazi, Senator Leila Sharaf. 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Wesley 
Egan. Country Director of 
AMID EAST Janine Al Tal Cultural 
Affairs Officer of the U.S. Embassy 
Susan Ziadeh. Economic Counsellor 
of the U.S. Embassy Gary Grappo. 
and Mr. Boswonh. 

"From my perspective/" Mr. 
Boswonh added. “I would say that it 
is incumbent on Ms. Dabbas to act 
responsibly towards the governments 
of the U.S. and Jordan as well as to 
the students she is supposed to be 
supporting. If I were a student, I 
would probably be concerned to see 
or hear my contact at the commission 
behaving this way.” 

The Binational Fulbright Commis- 
sion is part of the Fulbright Pro- 
gramme, the U.S. government's pre- 
mier scholarship programme, which 
annually sends some SCO American 
students to more than 100 nations to 
pursue various studies and research 
activities. There are currently 11 Ful- 
bright scholars in Jordan. 

The programme was created by the 
U.S. Congress in 1946 following-an 
initiative by Senator William Ful- 
bright as a step toward global under- 
standing and an alternative to armed 
conflict It is funded by an annual 
Congressional appropriation. 

Both sides accuse the other of con- 
tradicting the "spirit of Fulbright” 
“The idea behind Fulbright is to 
foster communication and promote 


understanding.” said Mr. Bosworth. 
"The contact person — Ms. Dabbas 
— is engaged in anti-American activ- 
ities. Thai's the particular issue I have 
with this story." 

Ms. Dabbas countered thai Senator 
Fulbright was himself a self- 
described dissenter and probably 
would have been in support of her 
activities. 

In the foreword to his book, 'The 
Price of Empire” — in which he is 
highly critical of U.S. policy vis-a-vis 
the former Soviet Union. Vietnam 
and the Middle East — he wrote: “If 
people remember me. I suppose it 
will be as a dissenter. 

"That was not what I had in mind, 
but when important issues go con- 
trary to your highest hopes and 
strongest convictions, there is nothing 
you can do except dissent — or drop 
out" 

T opposed U.S. and British policy 
towards Iraq and I have been active 
against sanctions, which I think are a 
crime against humanity." Ms. Dabbas 
said during an interview wife fee Jor- 
dan Times. "When UNICEF says 
that 675,000 children have died in the 
last seven years due to sanctions. 1 
think it is a crime against humanity 
and I don't think I should be fired for 
swing so/’ 

“Was Senator Fulbright in contra- 
diction wife fee spirit of international 
understanding?’ she asked. 

Ml McNamara refused to com- 
ment on the issue; except to say that if 
Ms. Dabbas pursues legal action, the 
discussion belongs in the courts. No 
Jordanian board member was avail- 
able for comment. 
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Korean peace talks 


end with no agreement 


GENEVA (AFP) Four- 
puny talks on implementing 
a permanent peace on the 
Korean Peninsula ended 
acrimoniously here 

Saturday, with the U.S. side 
blaming North Korean 
intransigence for the lack of 


progress. 

Saturday morning's final 
session broke up without 
any agreements being 
reached and no date set for 
a further round of discus- 


er, able to narrow the differ- 
ences sufficiently to move 
forward in our work at this 
time. - Mr. Chen said. 

Describing the talks as an 
“inherently long and diffi- 
cult process.” Mr. Chen 
said it was nevertheless 
“important that we have 
begun it and intend to con- 


sions. 

“We proposed to negoti- 
ate *teps to reduce tensions 
and build confidence on the 
Korean Peninsula." U.S. 
delegation chief Stanley 
Roth told reporters. 

“Unfortunately, the North 
Korean delegation was not 
prepared to do so.” Mr.- 
Roth said. 

However. Chinese dele- 
gation chief and talks 
Chairman Chen Jian 
stressed that the four-party 
process would continue, 
w ith all sides committed to 
thrashing out a lasting 
peace. 

“We have clarified some 
of the important differ- 
ences. We were not. howev- 


tinue. 

"The fact that we are here 
today demonstrates the 
commitment of all parties 
to our common search for a 
permanent peace." he said, 
adding that dates for a third 
round of negotiations 
would be discussed 
“through proper channels.” 

The five-day talks — 
bringing together the two 
Koreas. China and the 
United States — were the 
second round of discus- 
sions. following a landmark 
meeting last December. 

The talks are aimed at 
drawing up a permanent 
peace treaty 1 to replace the 
current armistice that tech- 
nically ended the 1950-53 
Korean war. 

"We were not able to 
reach a major break- 
through." South Korean 


delegation head Song 
Young-Shik said after the 
talks ended Saturday. 

However. Mr. Song insist- 
ed that some “modest" 
progress had been made, if 
only in the sense that “talks 
are better than no talks.” 

Serious problems became 
evident during Friday’s ses- 
sions. as North Korea 
pressed its demand that rhe 
issue of U.S. troop with- 
drawal from the Korean 
Peninsula be addressed 
before the setting up of a 
subcommittee to resolve 
other topics. 

According to a South 
Korean delegate. 

Pyongyang said it would 
agree to the creation of a 
subcommittee only if the 
withdrawal of 37.000 
troops stationed in South 
Korea was discussed First. 

“We told them we could 
not accept that.” the South 
Korean delegate said. 

Saturday's brief morning 
session had been tagged on 
to the schedule after the 
North Korean delegation 
requested a delay late 
Friday to consult with its 
government in Pyongyang. 


Clinton takes four 


initiatives to Africa, 
but little cash 


Washington iafp) — 

President Bill Clinton will 
unveil four initiatives during 
his upcoming tour of Africa in 
the fields of education, justice, 
trade and the environment. 

Bui the new programmes 
represent only a four per cent 
increase in U.S. assistance to 
Africa, a meagre amount 
according to some experts. 
The, White House bas refused, 
to put a price tag on Ml 
C lintons four initiatives and. 
merely has said the president 
would develop them during 
his nip. 

The firsi initiative. 
"Education for Democracy 
and Good Government.*' is to 
be announced Tuesday during 
a visit to a school in Uganda. 
Its goal is to help provide 
basic schooling to African 
children, who are among the 
worst educated in the world. 

The White House has 
already asked Congress to put 
aside 526 million for this edu- 
cation programme in its bud- 
get submitted to Congress in 
February. 

The second initiative, on 
“Conflict Prevention and 
Human Rights." will be 
announced N larch 25 when 
Mr. Clinton's plane makes a 
brief stop at Kigali. The pro- 
gramme chiefly involves the 
financing and training of 
police and judges in Burundi. 
Rwanda and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo — three 
countries recently wracked by- 
conflict and in which the jus- 
tice system does not exist. 

“There ore mechanisms that 
can be created so the society 1 
can resolve conflicts peace- 
fully. and there will be a good 
deal of emphasis, particularly 
when the president goes to 
Rwanda, on the Justice 
Initiative to help resolve the 
problems." said Brian, 
Atwood, head of the U.S/ 
Agency for International 
Development. 

The White House had 
planned to a>k $30 million for 
this project. 

The third programme. 


"Development. Trade, and 
Investment.'' to be unveiled in 
South Africa, focuses on trade 
and investment and is consid- 
ered complementary to the 
Africa Growth and 
Opportunity Bill the House of 
Representatives passed this 
month. 

Another S30 million have 
been assigned to this initia- 
tive. according Kv, 
Clinton's budget proposal in 

February., 

The final programme, on 
the environment, will be pre- 
sented in Botswana, and will 
focus on eliminating hunger. 
Mr. Atwood said. 

"Food security will be very 
much a pan of that, because 
Africa has one of the most 
fragile ecosystems in the 
world, because of population 
growth, which will double in 
the next 10 years.” he said. 

The White House requested 
S21 million for this initiative. 

On paper, the four pro- 
grumes total approximately 
$107 million. But the White 
House has asked Congress 
only for a $30 million 
increase in U.S. aid to sub- 
Saharan African countries for 
fiscal 1999 which begins in 
October — S“30 million as 
opposed to TOO million this 
year. 

The majority of the money 
will come from existing pro- 
jects. said Cherri Waters, v ice 
president of Inter Action, 
which comprises 150 non- 
governmental organisations. 

“What they've done to do 
this is take the money essen- 
tially from programmes that 
were going to individual 
countries.” she said. 

"It's not really anything 
new." said Mike Williams, an 
aide of Democratic 
Representative Jim 

McDermott, and one of the 
masterminds of the bill. 

“It's sort of shuffling things 
around to say something. 'We 
have a trip, so we have to say 
something.'” Mr. Williams 
added. 


Bosnian 


opposition 
leader wants 
changes to 
election law 


SARAJEVO I AFP) — An 
opposition leader in Bosnia 
who rejects nationalist pol- 
itics has linked his decision 
on whether to run in 
September's presidential 
ejections to changes in the 
electoral law. 

.“It Js below my principles 
to declare my candidacy 
without the reform of the 
election law." said Selim 
Beslagic. leader of the 
Union of Bosnian- 
Herzegovinian Social 
Democrats il'BSD) and 
mayor ofTuzIacity. 

In an interview with the 
Bosnian news agency 
ONASA. he said the elec- 
toral law must be changed 
to ensure that ail three 
members of Bosnia's three- 
member joint presidency 
embrace the idea of a sin- 
gle. multi-ethnic state. 

"Some members of the 
Bosnian presidency com- 
pletely deny Bosnia's state- 
hood.” Mr. Beslagic said in 
the interview released 
overnight Friday. 

The UBSD is one of tw o 
major opponents of the rul- 
ing nationalist Party of 

Democratic Action iSDAi 
led by Bosnian President 
Alija Izerbegovic. The 
other is the Social 
Democratic Party iS DP) of 
Zlatko Lugumdzija. 

international representa- 
tives in Bosnia are trying to 
help non- nationalist politi- 
cians such as Mr. Beslagic 
to unite for the September 
elections and push aside 
more nationalistic leaders. 

Under the Dayton peace 
accords that ended the 
1992-95 war in Bosnia, 
each of three communities 
Bosnia — Croat. 


in 


Muslim and Serb — elect a 
representative co the join: 
presidency, which Mr. 
Izetbecovic chairs. 


Congolese students take over 
Congo embassy in Havana 


HAVANA f AFP) — Forty 
Congolese students took 
over their country's embassy 
here to demand Brazzaville 
the back payment of IS 
months of scholarship 
money that they say is owed 
them. 

The students are part of a 
group of 200 Congolese stu- 
dents studying here who 
have not been receiving their 
scholarship money. 

“We will abandon our posi- 
tion only when we receive a 
favourable answer to our 


requests" the students slid 
in a written statement direct- 
ed to the Congolese govern- 
ment. 

The group — mainly men. 
but including some women 
— said that the Iasi check 
they received from their gov - 
emment was in May 1996. 

The students have some- 
how been surviving on 60 
pesos a month — the equiva- 
lent of S3 — that the Cuban 
government gives them. The 
Cubans also give them free 
college tuition, housing and 


meals. 

The students have an aver- 
age of 10 years studying in 
Cuba, taking courses in such 
fields as civil and mechani- 
cal engineering, architecture 
and mining. 

Some students who have 
completed their degrees said 
they have not received a 
return aeroplane ticket to get 
home. 

Congolese students with 
similar grievances earlier 
took over the embassy in 
Februarv 1995. 



South Korean former spy chief Kwon Young-Hae is transferred to his room at a hos- 
pital in Seoul. Mr. Kwon, the former director of the Agency for National Security 
Planning, attempted suicide early Saturday morning while at the prosecutor’s office 
where he was being questioned about a smear campaign against President Kim Dae- 
Jung (Reuters photo) 


Former S. Korean intelligence 


head attempts suicide 


SEOUL i. AFP) — The 
former chief of South 
Korea's intelligence 
agency Saturday attempt- 
ed suicide while in cus- 
tody for questioning over 
a Machiavellian smear 
campaign against the 
president. prosecutors 
said. 

Kwon Young-Hae. for- 
mer director of the 
Agency for National 
Security Planning 

(ANSP). the renamed 
Korean CIA. slashed his 
stomach w ith a blade in a 
toilet at the Seoul district 
prosecutor's office. 

“At 4:40 a.m. 1 1940 
GMT Friday), investiga- 
tors heard thumping 
sounds in the toilet. When 
they opened the door, 
they found Mr. Kwon 
bleeding from wounds to 
his stomach." said Kim 
Won-Chi. head of the 
Southern Seoul 

Prosecutors Office. 

"He was immediately 
rushed to hospital.” he 
said, adding that Mr. 
Kwon had a finger-length 
blade hidden in a Bible 
which he had taken with 
him when he presented 
himself at ine prosecu- 
tor’s office Friday. 

Mr. Kwon underwent 
two hours of surgery. “He 
bled heavily from long, 
narrow cuts and some 
stabbing wounds to his 
stomach but he is out of 
danger now." a hospital 
official said. 

He added that barring 
infection. Mr. Kwon 
should be discharged in 


two wesKS. 

Prosecutors said the 
incident occurred after 
Mr. Kwon was taking a 


short prayer break during 
overnight questioning on 
charges that he master- 
minded a smear campaign 
against then-opposition 
presidential hopeful Kim 
Dae-Jung. 

Mr. Kwon had apparent- 
ly despaired of escaping 
indictment after being 
informed by investigators 
that prosecutors would 
seek an arrest warrant for 
him Saturday, television 
reports said. 

Prosecutors said the 
incident would not pre- 
vent them from pressing 
charges against Mr. 
Kwon. He " could face 
many years in jail for vio- 
lating election laws, a law- 
barring the ANSP from 
intervening in politics and 
for libel. 

A spokesman of Kim 
Dae-Jung’s ruling 

National” Congress for 
New Politics (NCNP) 
.accused Mr. Kwon of 
being unrepentant, 

adding: “This incident 

shows how strong the 
resistance by anti-reform 
forces are.” 

The opposition Grand 
National Party (GNP) 
called the incident a 
"national tragedy.” call- 
ing for an independent 
probe of the case. 

Munhwa daily said in an 
editorial that the suicide 
attempt must not help 
cover up the smear cam- 
paign. It lamented, how- 
ever. that rows over the 
campaign had gravely 
compromised South 
Korea's intelligence oper- 
ations. 

Five agency officials 
have already been arrest- 
ed on charges of involve- 


ment in the smear cam- 
paign against Kim Dae- 
Jung who on Dec. IS 
became the first opposi- 
tion candidate to win 
power in South Korea. 

Mr. K wo n . a re ti red 
general and confidant of 
Former President Kim 
Young-Sam. is accused of 
leading the smear cam- 
paign and tampering with 
ANSP documents to 
blackmail the current 
government. 

Local press reports said 
Mr. Kwon was very close 
to Kim Young-Sam’s con- 
troversial son. Kim Hyun- 
Chul. who has been con- 
victed of influence-ped- 
dling and corruption. 

Mr. Kwon allegedly told 
his subordinates to 
arrange a press confer- 
ence by a U.S.-based 
Korean businessman. 
Yoon Hong-Jun in Beijing 
a week before the polls in 
a bid to portray Kim Dae- 
Jung as a secret supporter 
of Stalinist North Korea. 

He allegedly paid Mr. 
Yoon "more than 
S200.000. 

Mr. Kwon is also 
accused of ordering his 
subordinates to alter 
agency documents so that 
both the then ruling camp 
and Kira Dae-Jung‘s side 
would appear to have 
been in contact with 
North Koreans before the 
presidential election. 

Mr. Kwon allegedly 
used these documents as a 
means to blackmail the 
Kim Dae-Jung govern- 
ment to save himself and 
his subordinates from 
being punished for stag- 
ing smear campaigns 
against Mr. Kim. 


Malaysian navy mounts offensive 
against illegal immigrants 


KUALA LUMPUR 
i AFP i — Malaysia's 
marine police is to’ send 
an armada of navy ships 
and speed boats, backed 
by two helicopters, to 
block an influx of illegal 
immigrants into the 
country, reports said 
Saturd’ay. 

More than 500 person- 
nel would be involved in 
the round-the-clock 
operation along the west 
coast of peninsular 
Malaysia, the Star news- 
paper reported. 

"With the help of the 
airforce, we are now able 
to conduct 24-hour air 
surveillance. More 
observation posts will 
also be built along the 
coast.” said 
Enforcement 
Coordination 
Director 
Mohammad. 

Mr. Hashim also said a 
100-ntiii ion-ringgit i$27 
million) radar and 
marine monitoring sys- 
tem. to be commissioned 
by Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad on 
March 27. would be tried 
out during the operation. 

Malaysia has expressed 
alarm at a sudden influx 
of illegal aliens, mostly 
from "" crisis-hit 

Indonesia, with 3,063 


Maritime 


Centre 

Hashim 


arrested in a two- week 
period compared to less 
than 9.000 for the whole 
of last year. 

On top of the 6.319 
already sent home in 
March, the Malaysian 
government Thursday 
directed the immigration 
department to deport 
another 10.000 illegals 
this month to free up its 
detention camps. 

Police said Saturday 
the influx of itlega’l 
immigrants was becom- 
ing more serious and 
threatening the country 's 
security. 

Police spokesman 
Ghazali Mohammad 
Amin said they had since 
January detained 117 
people. mostly 

Indonesians, for smug- 
5 ling in illegals. 
Majority of them were 
caught in southern 
Johore state bordering 
Singapore. 

“Anyone caught smug- 
gling in foreigners either 
directly or indirectly on 
any mode of transporta- 
tion. by land, sea or air. 
can be detained under 
the 1959 Immigration 
Act." he was reported as 
saying by Bernama news 
agency. 

"Those found guilty 
will be jailed up to five 


years, fined a maximum 
50.000 ringgit (S13.514) 
and six strokes of cane.” 
he added. 

The Star also reported 
that the police launched 
a campaign to educate 
villagers ""in the south- 
western Malacca state 
not to provide food or 
assistance to the illegals. 

Police spokesman 
Farid Mahmud said 
many villagers hud sym- 
pathised with the illegal 
immigrants on humani- 
tarian grounds without 
realising that it was 
against the law to shelter 
them. 

"We have asked them 
to cordon off the illegal 
immigrants in one place 
and alert the enforce- 
ment authorities imme- 
diately." Mr. Farid 
reportedly said. 

Malaysian security 
forces have stepped up 
security measures to 
deter would-be migrants 
by invoking the strict 
Internal Security Act, 
which allows for deten- 
tion without trial, against 
identity card forgers and 
traffickers. 

That have also pro- 
posed mandatory whip- 
pings. a proposal con- 
demned by the country's 
human rights groups. 


U.S.-based Chinese 


dissident denied 


entry to Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP.) — 
U.S.-based Chinese dissi- 
dent Wang Bingzhang has 
been denied entry to Hong 
Kong at the request of 
Beijing and sent to the 
nearby Portuguese enclave 
of Macau, a human rights 
group said here Saturday. 

" Mr. Wang. 50. was 
detained by Hong Kong 
imm igration authorities 
late Friday after arriving 
from Macau. the 
Information Centre of 
Human Rights and 
Democratic Movement in 
China said. 

Spokesman Frank Lu 
said Mr. Wang’s wife, who 
was travelling with him, 
was told by immigration 
officials that her husband 
had been intercepted “fol- 
lowing a request from the 
central (Chinese) govern- 


ment.” 

Mr. Wang, who had 
arrived in Hong Kong from 
New York Monday, was 
detained for several hours 
before being returned to 
Macau about 1:00 a.m. 
Saturday (1700 GMT 
Friday). Mr. Lu told AFP. 

He said Mr. Wang, a U.S. 
citizen, flew from Macau 
to Taiwan late Saturday 
morning intending to catch 
a flight back to New York. 

Mr. Wang told reporters 
at the airport before he 
flew to Taiwan that he 
regretted the Hong Kong 
government’s refusal to let 
him enter in deference to 
pressure from Beijing. 
according to cable televi- 
sion News Channel Two. 

He told reporters he had 
organised more dissident 
activities on his trip. 

"I made this trip to organ- 
ise the return of dissidents 
abroad to China.” Mr. 
Wang said. “I have also 
met with dissidents from 
China in Macau and Hong 
Kong. Training has also " 
been conducted ” 

Hong Kong Security 
Secretary Peter Lai denied 
local officials had consult- 
ed the Chinese government 
on Mr. Wang's case. 


“Wang was denied entry 
into Hong Kong because 
we suspected he was trav- 
elling on fake documents.” 
Mr. Lai said. 

“It is normal practice for. 
immigration officials to 
detain non-Hong Kong res- 
idents who use fake docu- 
ments.” he said. 

In late January, Mr. Wang 
slipped into China via 
Macau using an alias — he 
was on a list of activists to 
be refused entry into 
China. 

His intention was to 
organise an internal oppo- 
sition party to the ruling 
Communists, but after a 
two-week manhunt he was 
arrested and deported. 

Mr. Wang vowed to 
return to China to continue 
his pro-democracy efforts. 

"The time is good now 
for democracy in China 
and the future looks strong 
for us.” Mr. Wang said at 
the time on his return to the 
United States, adding that 
after meeting dissidents in 
China he believed the num- 
ber of small pro-democra- 
cy groups was growing. 

There was increasing 
frustration with rampant 
corruption and heavy 
taxes, Mr. Wang allege cL 
“The Chinese people are 
tired of all this and are 
ready to take action. 
People don't want to put up 
with these conditions any 
longer. 

“The Communist Party in 
China knows that it has to 
change and it is evolving. 
Pressure from inside China 
and outside China are help- 
ing force these changes.” 

Mr. Wang was sent by 
Chinese authorities to 
Canada to learn medicine 
21 years ago and he 
became a doctor. He 
1 sought political, asylum in 
the United States in the 
early 1980s and later 
founded the China Spring 
magazine and the dissident 
group Alliance for a 
Democratic China there. 



7 Greeks arrested 


for attacking 
Albanian immigrants 


ATHENS (AFP) — Seven 
Greek men have been 
arrested and charged with 
savagely beating up three 
Albanian immigrants on 
the island of Ikaria. a 
police source said 
Saturday. 

The arrests marked the 
first rime Greek authori- 
ties have reacted to a 
series of racist attacks by 
self-styled "commando" 
units throughout the coun- 


trv. 


Those arrested admitted 
having beaten up three 
Albanian immigrants 
Wednesday evening" in a 
bid to force them to leave 
the island. They said they 
had also beaten up other 
immigrants. 

Police said that a Greek 


man in his 60s was also 
arrested Friday in a suburb 
of the northern town of 
Salonica for injuring a 15- 
year-old Albanian he had 
chased in his car. The man 
explained the attack by 
saying he was “bothered” 
by the presence of 
Albanians in the country. 

Some 300,000 Albanian 
immigrants live in Greece, 
many of them illegally 
while awaiting to be grant- 
ed residency. 

According to an opinion 
survey published in a 
Greek daily Saturday, 
nearly two thirds of 
Greeks believe there are 
too many immigrants in 
the country and 34 per 
cent are bothered by their 
presence. 


China to launch 7 
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satellites in 1998 * lst sunani ci 


BEIJING iaFP) — China 
plans to launch seven 
satellites this year, the 
People's Daily reported 
Saturday. 

Three U.S. satellites will 
be put into orbit by Long 
March-2 rockets and four 
other Chinese or foreign 
satellites will be launched 
by Long March-3 and 
Long Marcfi-4B rockets, 
the Communist Party 
mouthpiece said. 

At the end of February, 
China said it would 
launch 10 satellites 
between now and the end 
of the century and men- 
tioned launching a Sino- 
Brazilian observation 
satellite (ZY- 1 ) in 199$. 

Chinese television 


announced the signing at 
the beginning of the week 
of a contract for China to 
fire five satellites from 
U.S. group Space 
Systems/Loral into orbit 
before 2002. 

Washington said it 
would authorise further 
launches in exchange for 
an agreement by Chia a 
not to sell missiles to Iran. 

Over the last 30 years, 
China has put around 40 
satellites into orbit. But 
the failed launch of coffl- 
munications satellite 
Donfanghong-3 in 1994, 
following a series of oth cr 
failures, cast doubt on the 
reliability of Chinese - 
built launchers. 
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Cambodian 
strongman 
asks king 
to grant 
pardon to 
deposed 
prince 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian strongman 
Hun Sen Saturday asked 
King Norodom Sihanouk 
to reverse his decision to 
refuse a pardon for 
deposed co-Premier 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh. 

“Today, after debating 
with acting Head of State 
Chea Sim, I wish to 
request Your Majesty the 
King to please pardon 
completely all punish- 
ments ... against Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh to 
free him from the court's 
verdict,” the powerful sec- 
ond prime minister said in 
a letter to the monarch. 

“Only this kind of 
request can show that no 
one has the intention to 
block the return and par- 
ticipation in (July's sched- 
uled) election of Prince 
Ranariddh,” Hun Sen said 
in the letter released by 
bis cabinet 

The pardon is a key step 
in a Japanese-sponsored 
peace plan aimed at allow- 
ing the exiled prince to 
return home and partici- 
pate in the polls. 

Earlier Saturday, the 
king refused to grant a 
pardon to Prince 
Ranariddh, his son, 
because Hun Sen and First 
Prime Minister Ung Huot 
had not specifically autho- 
rised it. 

The king said he feared 
an uprising against him 
unless he received direct 
approval for the pardon. 

Hun Sen’s letter, which 
he wrote on behalf of him- 
self and his wife, appeared 
to clear part of that obsta- 
cle but there was no 
immediate response from 
the king or from Ung Huot 
who is now out of the 
country. 

Ung Huot co-signed a 
Friday letter to the king 
with Hun Sen in which 
they said a decision on the 
pardon should be left up to 
the monarch. 

After receiving that let- 
ter, King Sihanouk said he 
would not grant the par- 
don. 

In bis Saturday letter, 
Hun Sen said the Japanese 
plan had opened the door 
to the prince's return but 
had left bits of it still 
blocking his return. 

“The door which had 
been opened already has 
now been completely dis- 
mantled ... that gate is 
open forever.” Hun Sen 
said of his request. 

“To allow die Kingdom 
of Cambodia to stabilise, 
to allow Your Majesties 
King Norodom Sihanouk 
and Queen Norodom 
Monineath Sihanouk to be 
loved by the people, to 
allow peace and develop- 
ment and to alleviate the 
people’s poverty, 1 have 
nothing to offer except 
this straight proposal.” 



Officials survey damage to Lanier Elementary School in Hall County, northwestern 
Georgia, which was hit by a dawn tornado March 20. The storm touched down just 
outside the school, which had not yet opened to pupils and staff, destroying the build- 
ing. It picked up a nearby produce truck full of tomatoes and onions and hurled it 
through the air into a house, killing the driver (Reuters photo) 

Sudden dawn tornado 
kills 13 in southern U.S. 


ATLANTA (R) — A dawn 
tornado killed at least 13 peo- 
ple and injured scores more 
Friday when it carved a 16- 
km trail of destruction through 
the U.S. state of Gecagia, 
emergency services said; 

Fire and hospital officials 
said four children were killed 
by the twister which shredded 
mobile homes, destroyed one 
school and caused damage 
estimated at $2.2 million to 
another. 

Hall County fire chief Mike 
Satterfield said bloodhounds 
were being used in the search 
for casualties, but added: “We 
believe that everyone is 
accounted far’* 

He said two of die victims 
— a child and an adult — 
were found in a pond where 
they had been dumped by the 
funnel of wind. 

The dead included a sher- 
iff’s deputy who was hit by a 
car when she stepped out of 
her vehicle tohdpantifeer 
driver whose car had been hit 
by a falling tree. 

The tornado touched down 
about SO km north of Atlanta 
and cut a 16 km long, 800- 
metre wide path through the 
rural area. 

Georgia Gov. Zell Miller 
flew over the scene in a heli- 
copter to get a first-hand look 


at the wreckage. 

“It’s horrible,” he said. “I 
was also on the ground, and it 
really hits you ... seeing all 
that damage. There are some 
houses that look like they just 
exploded ... there's nothing 
left except for the cement of 
the carport and the driveway.” 

Mr. Miller declared a state 
of emergency in Hall, White. 
Dawson, Habersham and 
Rabun counties. 

President Bill Clinton grant- 
ed federal disaster relief with- 
in hours. 

“That is as fast as I’ve ever 
seen that turned around in 
Washington.” said Mr. Miller, 
who mobilised the National 
Guard and inmates from state 
prisons to begin clearing 
debris. 

Hall County, site of 
Georgia's deadliest tornado in 
April 1936 when 200 people 
•were killed,. bore the. brunt of 
the storm. 

Roads -throughout the area, 
including heavily travelled 
U.S. route 129. were closed to 
all except emergency work- 
ers. 

One of the injured, Justin 
Sullins. 20. said be was at 
home with his dog when the 
storm hit. 

“I heard the loud howling 
noise. I just heard the hail,” he 


said. “The next thing I knew I 
was flying through die air and 
hit the wall and wondered if I 
was going to be alive or dead 
in the next few minutes.” 

He said his home was 
reduced to a pile of rubble. 

Officials sad more than 90 
people had been taken to hos- 
pital with a range of injuries, 
though most had later been 
released 

“The injuries range from 
very serious with abdominal 
injuries to minor cuts and 
bruises, what we call walking 
wounded,” a hospital spokes- 
woman said 

“We do have two individu- 
als who were admi tted in crit- 
ical condition. We are just try- 
ing to stabilise them.” 

The storm touched down 
just outside Lanier elementary 
school in Hall County, 
destroying the braiding. It 
picked up a produce truck full 
of tomatoes and onions and 
hurled it through the air info a 
house, killing die driver. 

A four-year-old girl sleeping 
in the house was sucked into 
the sky and dropped in a 
wooded area nearby. 

She was found alive after 
two hours by rescuers with 
bloodhounds but Mr. 
Satterfield said he believed 
she died later. 


U.N. to reestablish aid 
to curb China population 


BEIJING (AFP) —The United 
Nations Rind for Population 
Activities is to resume a popu- 
lation programme in China 
which it was forced to close 
because of U.S. opposition, 
reports said Saturday. 

The move comes as China 
has decided to relax its strict 
one child policy in parts of the 
country, going from a quota 
system to persuasion, die Hong 
Kong daily. South China 
Morning Post said. 

The $ 14-million, three-year 
programme with the United 
Nations began last month, the 
newspaper reported, saying 
both sides were keeping quiet 
about the resumption, which 
followed a vote of approval in 
January by the UN. governing 


council. 

The Post, citing Western 
experts, said Chinese officials 
had kept the programme under 
wraps because of concern 
“because it could mean official 
toleration for couples who have 
more than one child.” 

The China Daily said the pro- 
gramme, which will cover 32 
counties in die most populated 
areas in central and western 
China, will include briefings 
for officials dealing with births, 
who in the past have been 
accused of forcing people to 
have abortions and sterilisation. 

It will also include sex educa- 
tion for teenagers, the China 
Daily said, adding “five kinds 
of contraceptives will be pro- 
vided for couples of reproduc- 


tive age to choose from.” 

Washington was forced to 
withhold contributions in 1995 
following outrage over a report 
in the New York Tunes on 
forced abortions in southern 
China. 

A law passed in 1985 by the 
U.S. Congress had called on 
die administration to determine 
annually if forced abortions 
were being used in China’s 
population programme. 

A November trip organised 
by the fund for a group of 
diplomats from several coun- 
tries on the governing council 
to two pilot projects in Yunnan 
province, reported no evidence 
of coercion and led to the 
favourable vote, the Post said 


Kosovo Albanians 
prepare for ‘risky’ elections 


PRISTINA, Serbia (R) — 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian 
majority votes Sunday to 
elect a self-styled president 
and parliament in what 
diplomats say is a risky 
protest against Serbia's dra- 
conian rule of the province. 

The elections, shadowed 
by violence, have been 
rejected by Belgrade as ille- 
gal and are considered polit- 
ically unwise by the interna- 
tional community. 

“Elections in Kosovo are 
a referendum for the 
Albanian nation in the 
republic of Kosovo that 
doesn't see any future 
inside any Serbian jurisdic- 
tion," said Dr. Alush Gashi. 
a member of the 
Democratic League of 
Kosovo (LDK). 

“It’s more than an election 
for candidates for parlia- 
ment and president.” 

Ninety pier cent of 
Kosovo’s two milli on peo- 
ple are ethnic Alb anians . 
The Serbian province 
enjoyed a high degree of 
self-government between 
1974 and 1989. when 
Belgrade revoked autonomy 
and imposed direct rule. 


That move kept Kosovo 
within Belgrade's orbit even 
as Slovenia, Croatia and 
Bosnia won independence 
through war and Macedonia 
by peaceful secession. The 
former Yugoslavia was 
reduced to Serbia, including 
Kosovo, and Montenegro. 

Kosovo Albanians 

responded by boycotting 
Serbian institutions and set- 
ting up a parallel govern- 
ment including their own 
parliament, schools, hospi- 
tals and tax system. 

Mr. Rugova, a 53-year-old 
Sorbonne educated writer 
who heads the LDK, was 
elected president of the self- 
styled republic of Kosovo in 
1992. Six years later only 
neighbouring Albania 
recognises Kosovo’s sover- 
eignty. 

Preaching non-violence, 
Mr. Rugova has barely 
managed to keep Kosovo's 
bid for independence from 
degenerating into war. 

A shadowy group known 
as the Kosovo Liberation 
Army stepped up its attacks 
on Serbian police this year, 
provoking a crackdown by 
Belgrade that killed more 


than 80 ethnic Albanians, 
including 25 women and 
children, over the past three 
weeks. 

Mr. Rugova is running 
unopposed for another term 
as president of Kosovo. His 
only announced opponent 
was Ciuleta Puli a of the 
Social Democratic Party, 
who has since- declined to 
campaign. 

Mr. Rugova's main politi- 
cal rival within Kosovo's 
ethnic .Albanian community. 
Adem Demaci, an author 
and dissident who spent 
more than 20 years in jail as 
a political prisoner also 
refused to run. 

More radical than Mr. 
Rugova, Mr. Demaci says 
now is not the time for poli- 
ticking but for action to 
force international interven- 
tion in Kosovo. 

Observers say Mr. Rugova 
wants to go ahead because 
he is worried that delay 
might undermine his legiti- 
macy as a leader. 

Even LDK party stalwarts 
say they don’t know how 
many people to expect at 
the ballot box Sunday and 
they admit that intimidation 


from Serbian police or 
Serbian nationalists could 
substantially reduce the 
turnout. 

Western diplomats say 
Mr. Rugova’s decision to 
boycott regular Serbian 
elections in favour of sepa- 
rate balloting by ethnic 
Albanians has cost him and 
■ his people dearly. 

They argue that had 
Albanians participated in 
the 1992 Serbian elections 
their numbers would have 
denied Slobodan Milosevic 
the presidency. 

“They made a conscious 
decision to boycott the 
Serbian elections so that 
Mr. Milosevic would be 
elected, convinced. he 

would lead Yugoslavia to 
ruin and that they would 
gain independence,” said a 
Western diplomat who 

asked not to be named. 

“Milosevic Jed Yugoslavia 
to ruin, but the Albanians 
failed to win independence. 
If they agree to vote in 
Serbian elections Mr. 

Milosevic would deny them 
the right and their argument 
in favour of independence 
would be strengthened." 


Tainted 

cake 

sickens 

1,142 

Japanese 

students 

TOKYO (R) — School 
children across Japan 
were stricken with food 
poisoning by tainted 
layer cake served with 
school lunches, a 
national daily reported 
Saturday. 

A total of 1,142 junior 
high school students 
contracted food poison- 
ing from layer cake 
tainted with salmonella 
bacteria served at 
schools on March 12 
and 13, the Mainichi 
Shimbun newspaper 
reported. 

The cake was prepared 
by a confectionery man- 
ufacturer in Osaka, 
which was ordered to 
shut down in order to 
investigate what caused 
the cake to be tainted, it 
said. 

The children suffered 
symptoms such as diar- 
rhoea and nausea, and 
39 required hospitalisa- 
tion. As of Saturday, 10 
of the children were still 
in hospital, it said. 

In 1996, thousands of 
school children were 
stricken with food poi- 
soning caused by the o- 
157 strain of e-coli bac- 
teria after eating school 
lunches. About 9,000 
people were sickened 
and 11 died in Japan 
from an outbreak of the 
e-coli strain that year. 


Stylists, manicurists steel nerves for Oscar frenzy 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Beverly Hills salons and plas- 
tic surgeons’ offices are no 
place for the faint-hearted as 
women and men desperately 
get touch-ups days, and even 
hours, before Monday’s Oscars 
ceremony. 

‘It’ll be scary,” said Charlie 
Trainee, an assistant at Valerie 
of Beverly Hills, where many 
stars, agents, studio executives 
and their spouses come for 
make-up and to tweeze those 
unsightly hairs. 

“There will be last minute 
panicking,” Mr. Trainer pre- 
dicted confidently, noting that 
luminaries immediately weary 
about dresses and jewellery but 
often forget about make-up. 
Then they panic. 

"A big part of our job b ere is 
ca lmin g people down. They’re 
like everyone else,” he said 


“They worry they are not thin 
enough, not pretty enough and 
think ‘Oh, my God, the whole 
world is watching’.” 

An estimated one billion 
television viewers worldwide 
will watch the Oscars — not 
fee entire world but certainly 
enough to put the pressure on 
fee participants in this town 
obsessed with beauty. 

Artists do their best to ease . 
fraying nerves, to reassure fee 
insecure and to make jokes “to 
keep it as light as possible,” 
Mr. Trainer said. “But there is 
only so much we can do. It’s 
not like we cure cancer.” ■ 

The Academy of Motion 
Picture Aits and Sciences 
Awards that began in 1929 as a 
publicity stunt to focus atten- 
tion on fee movie industry 
have grown into fee biggest 
entertainment event of the year. 


Looking good for the Oscars 
is not only important, for those 
in the industry it can be a career 
move. 

The most coveted salons 
have been booked for months, 
but fee real luminaries in fee 
hair styling business are fan- 
ning out to the homes of stars 
in Beverly Hills, Bel Air and 
Malibu. 

Beverly Hills’ most famous 
stylist is known only as 
“Umberto ” The Italian-born 
stylist said he has 125 sty lists 
from his salon who for days 
have been styling and restyling 
hair for stars to see what looks 
best 

But fee regulars come to fee 
salon Saturday, which he 
promises will be year’s “most 
exciting day.” They will leave 
with cuts that are “soft and 
close to the head” and won’t 


compete wife their outfits. 

The event has created a 
whole microeconomy that in 
an annual burst employs thou- 
sands and generates an estimat- 
ed $100 million. 

Annies of florists, mani- 
curists, hair stylists, make-up' 
artists and caterers go into 
ovenirive. And some stars face 
their minors for a last-minute 
reckoning and seek out plastic 
surgeons and denuarologjsts. 

The best plastic smgeons 
have been booked for months 
for facelifts and tummy tucks. 
Some dermatologists have 
advertised Oscar hours, keep- 
ing offices open until late 
Sunday night and early 
Monday morning. 

But so close to show time, 
there is no hope of getting into 
the Beverly Hills office of the 
famed Arnold Klein where 


industrial quantities of collagen 
and Botox are being put on 
famous faces. 

Those warning to fine-tune 
tbeir looks are paying $1,500 
for collagen injections to 
plump out those lines around 
fee momh. the crows’ feet 
around eyes and wrinkles 
between the eyes. 

Some are getting Botox treat- 
ments that cost about fee same 
as collagen, li is a chemical 
feat temporarily freezes facial 
muscles where applied, essen- 
tially keeping someone from 
frowning and wrinkling fore- 
heads and eyes. 

‘These are the last-minute 
finishing things we do,” said 
Ellen Bruno, a nurse in Mn 
Klein’s office where business 
is up by 50 per cent. “And 
there’s a lot of it It’s pretty 
chaotic.” 


S. Africa seriously abusing rights 
of illegal immigrants — rights body 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— International rights 
group Human Rights Watch 
has criticised fee South 
African government for an 
“alarming” rise in fee “seri- 
ous abuse” of illegal immi- 
grants. 

In a report released this 
week. Human Rights Watch 
said while fee ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC) was making 
progress in establishing 
respect for fee human rights 
of South Africans, “foreign-- 
ers have largely failed, to 
benefit from these develop- 
ments and remain subject to 
serious abuse.” 

“During fee apartheid era, 
many African countries 
opened their doors to South 
African migrants, exiles and 
refugees and paid a heavy 
economic price for their 
opposition to apartheid,” 
Peter Takirambudde, execu- 
tive director of Human 
Rights Watch’s African 
division, said in the 85-page 
report 

“Now feat the tables are 
turned, it is shameful to see 
how hostile South Africans 
have become to today’s 
migrants and refugees who 
are in need. 

“In light of South Africa’s 
demonstrated commitment 
to fee advancement of 
human rights and its leader- 
ship role in fee Southern 
African region, we expect 
them to do better than this,” 
he said. 


Extensive research in 
1996 and 1997, including 
interviews with foreign 
farm workers, hawkers, 
asylum seekers and a range 
of government bodies, indi- 
cated the pervasive and 
widespread abuse of 
migrants by immigration 
officials, police, the army 
and even fee general public, 
the report said. 

“Assault and theft by offi- 
cials during fee arrest 
process seems disturbingly 
common.” 

At least one asylum-seek- 
er, from Burundi, died last 
year after apparently being 
beaten in police custody, the 
report said. A murder dock- 
et had been opened. 

It said feat in some urban 
areas, especially 

Johannesburg, police often 
suggested a “fine” or bribe 
as an alternative to arrest 
and deportation. 

Migrants were held in 
overcrowded and filthy 
detention facilities, some- 
times for long periods, 
before deportation. 

Police tracing units used 
arbitrary means, such as 
vaccination marks or cloth- 
ing, to identify illegal immi- 
grants. 

“Nearly one-fifth of those 
arrested and mistakenly 
detained for migration vio- 
lations are black South 
Africans or legal residents,” 
said the report. 

“Equally troubling is the 
fact that fee identification 


strategies focus exclusively 
on black persons, although 
there are a large number of 
non-black persons who 
overstay their visas in South 
Africa.” 

Migrant labourers, on 
whom fee farming, mining, 
security and construction 
sectors relied heavily, were 
often badly exploited, in 
some cases earning only 
five rands ($1 ) for a day’s 
work. 

There was also an “alarm- 
ing” increase in xenophobia 
amongst the South African 
public, who had on several 
occasions beaten foreign 
hawkers to “clean fee street 
of foreigners." 

“Politicians, fee press and 
South African public com- 
monly blame foreigners for 
exacerbating social prob- 
lems such as rising crime, 
unemployment, or even fee 
spread of diseases.” 

There were no reliable 
data about how many illegal 
immigrants were in fee 
country, but an “educated 
guess” put the figure at 
between 500,000 and 1.5 
million people, well below 
“alarmist" figures quoted 
by fee media and politi- 
cians. fee report said. 

South African law govern- 
ing migrant control was “an 
archaic piece of apartheid 
legislation, at odds with 
internationally accepted 
human rights norms and fee 
South African constitution,” 
it said. 


S. Korean president calls for new 
ties with Japan, visit by emperor 


SEOUL (AFP) — President 
Kim Dae-Jung said Saturday 
he hoped to bring relations 
between South Korea and 
Japan to new heights as the 
two countries agreed to 
resume talks on drawing up 
new fishing zones. 

“Japan should settle its past 
clearly while South Korea 
should have an unbiased view 
of Japan in order to bring 
bilateral ties to a new height,” 
Me Kim was quoted by a 
presidential spokesman as 
telling visiting Japanese 
Foreign Minister Keizo 
Obuchi. 

The two countries then 
should make efforts to realise 
(South Korea’s) cultural mar- 
ket opening, the Japanese 
emperor’s visit here and the 
successful co-sponsoring of 
fee 2002 (football) World 
Cup” he said. 

Since the end of Japanese 
colonial rule in 1945, South 
Korea has imposed a ban on 
Japanese popular culture, 
including movies and popular 
songs. Mr. Kim said he had 
“firmly made up my mind" to 
put relations wife Japan on a 
new footing “so that our chil- 
dren can march forward ann- 


in-arm. 

Mr. Obuchi said he hoped 
that the two countries could 
share the “same frame of 
mind” and make joint efforts 
to improve bilateral ties. 

He said Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto 
would invite Kim Dae-Jung 
to Tokyo when Mn 
Hashimoto and Mr. Kim meet 
on the sidelines of fee Asia- 
Europe Meeting (ASEM). 

The ASEM will bring 
together leaders of fee 15 
European Union members 
and 10 Asian countries from 
April 1 to 4 in London. 

Mr. Obuchi also informed 
Mr. Kim that Japan's ruling 
liberal Democratic Party 
would send a fact-finding 
mission to North Korea next 
month to get first-hand infor- 
mation on food shortages in 
fee impoverished Stalinist 
Country. 

Citing a fable by Aesop, 
Kim Dae-Jung said fee North 
could be led to change 
through outside economic 
assistance just as the warm 
sun, not a cold blizzard, could 
lead a traveller to remove his 
coat 

Mr. Obuchi later met his 


South Korean counterpart 
Park Chung-Soo and agreed 
that Seoul and Tokyo resume 
fisheries talks in April and 
help arrange private fisher- 
men's talks for fee demarca- 
tion of their new fishing 
zones. 

Mr. Obuchi arrived earlier 
Saturday for a two-day visit 
aimed at mending fences wife 
Seoul and to meet the new 
government, which took 
office last month. 

Relations between Tokyo 
and Seoul, often bumpy 
because of raw memories of 
Japan’s colonial occupation, 
soured when Japan decided in 
January to unilaterally scrap a 
1965 agreement which delin- 
eates their respective fishing 
zones. 

The row stemmed from fee 
ratification by fee two coun- 
tries of fee UN. Convention 
on the Law of fee Sea, which 
allows for fee creation of a 
200-mile exclusive economic 
zone for both sides. 

The two nations have been 
at odds over how to define 
provisional fishing zones sur- 
rounding a group of disputed 
islets, known as Takeshima in 
Japan and Tokdo in Korea. 
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Past guide to future 


THE CASE for direct U.S. intervention to 
save the peace process from collapse especial- 
ly on the Palestinian front is indeed strong. To 
begin with, Washington has been part of the 
process all along, not as a spectator but rather 
as an active mediator, or a facilitator, between 
the Palestinian and Israeli sides. The U.S. has 
a long record of submitting one proposal after 
the other on the Middle East and any new ini- 
tiative by President Bill Clinton would not 
constitute a dramatic departure from this 
record. Right from the start, the U.S. sought 
to intervene directly in the affairs of the 
Middle East and the Gulf region and did not 
hesitate to use its clout whether military or 
otherwise to influence events. The U.S., for 
example, was behind the partition plan that 
created Israel and was in the forefront of the 
countries which extended immediate recogni- 
tion to the state of Israel. The late U.S. 
President Dwight Eisenhower did not hesitate 
to issue a direct threat to Israel to withdraw 
from Egypt in the wake of the tripartite inva- 
sion of that country in 1956. Former 
Secretaries of State William Rogers and 
Henry Kissinger are still remembered for 
plans and disengagement agreements they 
pushed forward. One can go on citing exam- 
ples of immediate U.S. involvement in the 
quest for finding a solution to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, many facets of which won Israeli 
endorsement and encouragement 

Moreover, President Clinton has affixed his 
signature and seal of approval on past accords, 
between Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), something which made him 
a party in the “deal,"’ which Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu is busy trying 
to rewrite. The credibility of the U.S. is there- 
fore at stake and Israel should not forget this. 

After decades of trying to solve the 
Palestinian problem it has become obvious 
that if left alone the parties can never reach a 
consensus on how to settle their old and 
intractable conflict. Being the weaker party*, 
the PNA can never on its own extricate 
enough concessions from the Israelis to reach 
a just aDd durable settlement The PNA is no 
match to Israel on the negotiating table for 
obvious reasons. The reverse is also true. 
Israel is clearly a regional power and unless 
checked and controlled it will try to dictate its 
own terms as long as possible. Under these 
circumstances, there could be no solution in 
sight without outside help. That is why there 
is no escape from the conclusion that outside 
intervention, with the U.S. at the core of it is 
indispensable for the attainment of peace in 
the Middle East 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra’i'S Fahed Fanek slammed the world community 
for having raised an outcry when Iran declared it sup- 
ports the assassination of British author Salman Rushdie 
for allegedly desecrating Islam and then not condemning 
Israel for openly declaring its intention to assassinate a 
Hamas member whose group struggles to end Israel's 
occupation of Palestine. The world community’s silence 
this time means that Israel is above inremationai law and 
no one has the right to i question its behaviour and its 
inhuman and criminal policies. Dr. Fanek said. He said 
the world at large and the Europeans in particular 
remember the terrorist attacks which Israel has commit- 
ted against the Arabs but no open condemnation is made 
against such actions. Khaled Misha’al. a Jordanian citi- 
zen. was openly threatened by an Israeli minister which 
dearly reflects Israel’s support of stare terrorism and its 
outrageous offence against Jordanian sovereignty, con- 
cluded the writer. 


Al Arab Al Yawm’s Taher Adwan said the Middle 
East question is not in need of fresh Western mediation 
efforts but meaningful pressure and practical steps to 
secure Israel's compliance with the requirements of 
peace and the implementation of U.N. resolutions. The 
U.S. secretary of state visited the region a month ago. the 
British foreign secretary has just visited the region and 
the U.N. secretary general is currently on a tour here — 
all discussing the possibility of reviving the peace 
process, noted the writer. But Israel has repeated to ail 
these people that ir does not accept any pressure and does 
not respect U.N. resolutions, Adwan said. He said the 
Arabs should not attach hopes on visits to the region by 
Western government officials or be satisfied with sooth- 
ing statements and lip service to their national issue. The 
writer said the situation requires that the Arab leaders, 
especially those of Jordan. Egypt Syria and Lebanon, 
backed by the rest of the Arab Nation, take the initiative 
themselves and come to an agreement to put an end to 
Israel’s arrogance and disregard of international legiti- 
macy. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr Fahed Fanek 


Export or perish — the end of food security 


TO CALL for economic policies that may lead a coun- 
try, such as Jordan, to achieve food security, proved to 
be a hollow call, based on no foundations. No country in 
the present day world, not even a superpower like the 
United States of America, is self-sufficient in the narrow 
sense of this slogan which has circulated for some rime. 
Today, all peoples are interdependent hence the phe- 
nomenal growth of trade among nations. 

Dr. Sami Sunnaa'. a prominent Jordanian agricultural 
specialist, has said that in order for Jordan to achieve 
self-sufficiency in wheat, it should devote almost all its 
cultivable land for wheat alone in order to produce what 
is needed for consumption of this vital item. Sufficient 
wheal can be produced in Jordan if we sacrifice all other 
agricultural products, something no responsible govern- 
ment can allow-, and no economic planner can contem- 
plate. 

On the other hand, it would not be enough to produce 
that much wheat in order to reach a state of self-suffi- 
ciency or food security. True, bread is basic, but what 
about rice, sugar, cooking oil. cotton, and tens of other 
basic commodities w-hich Jordan cannot produce locally. 
If food security means doing away with importing food 


items, the aim is impossible to achieve, not now nor at 
any time in the future. 

We now live in the age of globalisation and partnership 
with Europe. Under the circumstances the Jordanian 
market is no longer small and limited or closed. It is no 
longer acceptable nor to eat except from our own farm 
produce, and not to dress except in our domestically 
made textiles. This is a suicidal prescription that may 
suit backward tribes living in a jungle. What is required 
in an integrated world is to produce goods and services 
in which the country enjoys some comparative/competi- 
tive advantage, so as to export the surplus and use the 
proceeds to pay for the importation of the country's 
needs. 

Real and meaningful self-sufficiency does not mean 
producing all that we consume. What counts is that the 
value of goods we produce should not be less than the 
value of goods we consume. International trade would 
allow us to specialise in the production of goods which 
we have an advantage in producing, and to match our 
production with our consumption through trade with 
other countries. The world market is wide open to us for 
exchange of goods and services. Self-sufficiency means 


the absence of deficit in our trade balance and in the cur- 
rent account of our balance of payments. 

The policy of impon substitution was attempted and, if 
at all possible proved to be a complete failure. The prop- 
er policy is to produce for exports, which was exercised 
bv many emerging economies and proved to be a guar- 
anteed engine for unlimited and sustainable growth. 

The economy of a nation that plans to produce all its 
needs is condemned to failure and stagnation. Japan for 
instance lacks oil, foods, and raw materials. All coun- 
tries of the world compete to provide Japan with its 
needs of oil. food and raw materials simply because 
Japan has money to pay for these items — it accumulat- 
ed the money by exporting the surplus of its excellent 
industrial production. Would anyone in his/her right 
mind advise Japan not to produce cars and electronics in 
excess of its own market needs to direcr resources to 
produce materials that its neighbours can furnish at bet- 
ter quality and lower cost. 

Self-sufficiency in the narrow sense and the old food 
security slogans must be discarded once and for all. Our 
future and prosperity depend on our ability to export 
The current slogan is export or perish. 


Advocates of human rights could get better results 


By Roger P. Winter 


WASHINGTON — Those of us who work as 
human rights advocates tend to regard our- 
selves and our institutions as humanity’s con- 
science and as vigilant protectors of the 
world’s humanitarian ideals. We are fearless 
in judging others. We should be equally fear- 
less in judging ourselves. 

Nowhere are human rights more at risk than 
in Central Africa, where the past four years 
have brought genocide, civil wars, assassina- 
tions. massive refugee flows and periods of 
bloody anarchy. 

During the past 20 years 1 have made 
dozens of visits to Rwanda. Congo. Uganda 
and Burundi, where as many as 1.5 million 
people have been slaughtered during that 
time. It is a corner of the globe that desper- 
ately needs wise human rights advocacy. 

It is. I am sony to say. a region where 
human rights activists are playing a potential- 
ly damaging role. We in the human rights 
community are so busy issuing strongly 
worded reports and ostracising imperfect new 
governments that we risk inviting more insta- 
bility and bloodshed, not less. 

Take the 120.000 suspected perpetrators of 
genocide now in Rwanda's jails. Many have 
not been formally charged. Most of my col- 
leagues view that as an egregious abuse of 
human rights and proof that Rwanda's lead- 
ers lack commitment to basic rules of justice. 
I see it differently. I regard the jailing as a 
human rights victory*. 


alive and awaiting trial. They have not been 
gunned down chopped apart in a frenzy of 
revenge for the genocide many of them 
helped perpetrate. 

Instead. they have remained in jail while the 
Rwandan government tries to rebuild its judi- 
cial system. The detention of suspects for trial 
indicates a willingness to abide by funda- 
mental human rights principles in difficult 
circumstances. 


leaders, human rights workers have come to 
assume that all leaders in the region act with 
the worst motives — a presumptuous attitude 
reminiscent of some missionaries from an 
earlier era who went forth as agents of culture 
and empire. 

For example, many human rights advocates 
raced to demonise the besieged new leader of 
Congo. Laurent Kabila, within weeks of his 
coming to power. Our harsh attacks taught 


When we issue reports recommending an end to 
“arbitrary arrests,” we should explain why these 
arrests occur and suggest how local officials can 
correct a problem that many of them readily 
acknowledge. 


At times, we need to 
adopt a more 
constructive attitude 
and intervene directly 
to improve human 
rights conditions. 


Most of the country ‘s judgo. attorney s and 
investigators were killed during tfie genocide 
or fled the country, leav ing no means of ey- 
ing these 120.000 prisoners. Bui they are stiii 


Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch. Physicians for Human Rights, my 
own U.S. Committee for Refugees and a 
handful of other organisations have a distin- 
guished history of forcing international atten- 
tion to the world’s injustices. Human rights 
workers often take great personal risk to doc- 
ument abuses. But condemning governments 
— which we do well — is not enough. 

At times, we need' to adopt a more con- 
structive attitude and intervene directly to 
improv e human rights conditions. 

In Rwanda, we could offer training, docu- 
mentation and other assistance that might 
help resurrect the country's destroyed judicial 
system. We should, for example, use our 
investigative skills to collect evidence that 
would lead to the prosecution or release of 
prisoners suspected to genocide. 

We should alleviate the prison overcrowd- 
ing in Rwanda by lobbying donors for money 
to expand jails. 

When we issue reports recommending an 
end to "arbitrary arrests." we should explain 
why these arrests occur and suggest how 
local officials can correct a problem that 
many of them readily acknowledge. 

Having witnessed the work of Zaire's 
Mobutu Sese Seko. Uganda's Idi Amin and 
Milton Obote and the oppressive regimes of 
Burundi and Rwanda’s previous genocidal 


him to dismiss our concerns, no matter how 
valid they might be. 

I am riot questioning the value of estab- 
lished human rights principles, which should 
remain sacrosanct. Governments all over the 
world should permit legitimate independent 
efforts to monitor how they treat their citi- 
zens. and human rights workers should con- 
tinue to document abuses. . 

But perfect leadership and capable govern- 
ing systems cannot spring forth spontaneous- 
ly in troubled nations that have known only 
misrule. Our edicts fall on deaf ears unless we 
shape our message constructively. 

The raison d'etre of international human 
rights organisations formed in the past quar- 
ter-century was to prevent a recurrence of the 
ultimate crime, genocide. We failed. All our 
ink, paper, faxes, meetings and lobbying did 
not make a meaningful difference in 
Rwanda's 1 994 genocide. 

After the genocide, we failed to push hard 
enough to expel genocidal killers from 
refugee camps, and we shrank from the mnh 
that it was worth risking bloodshed to force a 
separation between killers and legitimate 
refugees. .As the head of a refugee policy 
agency. I fed this failure acutely. 

In retrospect, my agency should have made 
dear to policymakers that military action was 
worthwhile to resolve the problem. 


The writer is director of the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees, a non-profit humanitarian organisa- 
tion- This comment, adapted from a longer 
article in The Washington Post , is reprinted 
from the International Herald Tribune. 


Personalities eclipse policies in the Philippines’ great poll show 


Bv Abbv Tan 


MANILA — The Philippine/ ejection 
campaign prorri -es to be a danderoes. 
sleazy clash of personalities. 

Eighty-one presidential runners jr.d 
more tfvm 200.000 other candidaies are 
vying for 1 17.000 elected position rn 
this scattered archipelago that prides 
itself on being the most crcr. derxKttH- 
ic society in the region. 

Some people sec it democracy rjr. 
amok. 

President Fidel Ramos is barred con- 
stitutionally from standing for a Mrcond 
term in this, the second national elector 
since the ” People Power" revolution 
1986 removed dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos from power. 

The next president w iff have the diS- 
culi task of try ing to steer the countr. 
out of an economic crisi- linked to the 
east Asian currency chaos, ’l et the can- 
didates arc an odd bunch. 

Most hav e no party machinery and no 
vice-presidential running mate. They 
know they cannot w in on May ii. Their 
candidacies arc a statement of their 
egos. Some of -he better-kne-vn one*, 
arc: 

— Imcldu Marc»x bSyc*ar-c»!J 
widow of the former dictator, who 
opened her campaign by w alking on her 
knees to a church altar for media effect. 
As corruption charges against her piie 
up. she is seeking a political irurnph 
that could be seen as a popular vindica- 
tion. A toothless comedian signed up to 
he her running mate, without ter per- 
mission. 

— Senator Miriam Dden.*;.r- 
Santiago. who narrowly lost to Ramo 
in 1992. and who appear; on poster? 
carrying a laser sword from the 
Hollywood film Star Wars. The Sim’s 
theme song is played when she walks 
onlo a platform: smote and strobe lights 



Candidates (left to right) Imelda Marcos, Juan Ponce Emile and Jose de Venecia 


Ceh as she speaks. She wants another 
.■ar.±da?c -track off for having the .same 
surname. Santiago 

— Irene Santiago counters; "I had 
heard that uhc senator i was paranoid, 
rt: this takes Ihc cake. I did not know 
-he had j franchise >hi this family 
narr.3." Her secernent was a dig bused 
on a) legations in the IW2 campaign 
that Senator Santiago had a record of 
rr.er.tai irr. balance. 

— Senator Juan Ponce Entile. 74. 
who the oldest of the hopefuls faking 
a shot a: the top post. He does not want 
go dwt in town as the noji key 
player ;n the revolt dial overthrew the 
Marcos dictatorship who failed to 
become president. <Thc others were 
Ramos and Corazt»n Aquino j. Bur he is 
rv:t bothering to eanupign. reckoning 
that, with so many candidates, he can 
win with only 20 per cent of the vote. In 
: r -*C. Ramo- won with only 23 per amt 
of the vote in a sev eiFComered tight. 

— Manolinc Morale, a char tv 


sweep-takes chief, who urges people 
nof lo vote far Joseph Estrada, the cur- 
rent vTcc-president and favourite in the 
opinion polls. Morale makes no bones 
about bring a spoiler. He accuses 
Estrada of teing “an alcoholic, a wom- 
aniser and an inveterate gambler, apart 
from bring incompetent," Morato glee- 
fully sent to local newspapers pictures 
from a videotape showing Estrada gam- 
bling in a casino in Ihc company of a 
suspected drug runner. 

— Alfredo Urn, the tough -calking 68- 
y ear-old mayor of Manila, who cam- 
paigns On a single issue: Law and order 
The ex-policeman’s Dirty Harry image 
— like the Hollywood film character, 
he used to shoot first and ask questions 
later — has appeal among urban voters 
wanting an end to a spate of kidnap- 
pings. His human rights record is ques- 
tioned by those w ho object to his daub- 
ing of suspected drag pusher.' front 
doors w ith red painL A widower. Lim 
says he is looking for a first lady. His 


handlers sent out the requirements; 
“Only women between IS and 70 years 
of age need apply.” 

— Another character is the petite (less 
than five feet tall) Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo, daughter of a former president, 
who Ls running for the vice-presidency. 
She quickly let it be known to inter- 
viewers that her former university class- 
mate, President Bill Clinton,* once 
walked her home. She often dances the 
boogie to delighuhe crowd. 

Dancing in public Ls pan of the ritual 
among election candidates. There is lit- 
tle Filipino politicians will not do for 
photographers. Estrada posed for the 
cover of Asiaweek magazine boldine a 
gun. 

But the prize for shameless promo- 
tion goes to senatorial candidate Loren 
Legarda. a former television newsread- 
er. Her press releases, bestowed on ba- 
the title. “Princess Diana Incarnate.'' 

Hoopla aside, ihe real fight is between 
Estrada, a self-confessed serial philan- 


derer, who is the candidate of the 
biggest opposition group, and Jose de 
Venecia, the candidate of the governing 
Lakas (Fight) party, whose track record 
as a wheeler-dealer in politics and busi- 
ness is as long as the Pasig River that 
runs through die capital. 

The upshot of the multiplicity of can- 
didates is the death of the party system, 
accompanied by a paucity of iniritegatf 
debate. 

“Never has there been an election so 
bankrupt of political ideas and so dom- 
inated by personalities, causing con- 
cerns about die stability of Philippine 
democracy, facing the prospects of yet 
another minority presidency,'' laments 
A m a n da Doronila, a widely-read com- 
mentator. 

Sociologist Randolph David says 
elections tend to be wacky and wild, 
"because Filipinos cannot imagin e it to 
he any other way. Tins U not an entirety 
wrong notion,” he adds. “You demand 
that voters be intelligent and vote cn 
issues. But before and after the election, 
the mass media feed the population 
with superstition and pulp. Why do you 
expect voters to be intelligent at election 
time? There is no debate because tte 
candidates agree with one another the® 
is no other way to run Philippine pofi' 
tics.” 

Filipinos take it all in their stride. A 
popular joke asks: “When a ship cany- 
ing all die presidential oanrtid ateS is 
sunk tty a big wave, who will be fa 6 
lucky survivor?” Answer TO 
Philippines” 

It is all entertainment 






■'if'*!'* 5 " 


inside Rwanda, the international human 
rights community failed for more than a year 
to mount an effective human rights monitor- 
ing programme because we never before had 
insisted that the U.N. Human Rights Centre 
have real world capabilities beyond issuing 
occasional reports and ritual condemnations. 
The human rights community mistakenly 
assumes that it alone has the best interests of 
the population at heart. 

Some leaders despise their own citizens, but 
sometimes governments are mote inexperi- 
enced than evil. Central Africa's new leaders 
have the enormous task of reassembling 
nations that are among the poorest on earth, 
ethnically divided, riven with corruption and 
saturated with arms and shadowy groups 
willing to use those arms to gain power. 

National armies are usually untrained and 
unrepresentative, national treasuries are virtu- 
ally bare, and the political systems have fru- 
ited experience with democracy. The shoot- 
ing may have stopped, but a practical state of 
emergency persists. 

Many new Congolese government officials 
I have met possess a credible agenda for their 
vast country that goes beyond the self-interest 
and self-enrichment of their predecessors. 
They appear serious about stamping out cor- 
ruption and improving the lives of their fel- 
low citizens, if only they ■could acmally’grasp 
the levers of government. Rather than blast 
these officials fortheir faflures.'humari rights 
advocates should use their considerable 
knowledge to suggest how leaders can do bet- 
ter despite limited resources and experience. 

I have found that Congo's new officials are 
more willing to respond openly about their 
errors when the discussion is a constructive 
dialogue rather than a one-sided cataloguing 
of their faults. The military in Rwanda is 
more willing to listen to criticism if we 
acknowledge the difficulties they face in wag- 
ing counterinsurgency wars. Human rights 
failures by governments are not always delib- 
erate. 
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Shocked by juvenile violence, 
Czechs ponder the causes 


By Wolfgang Jong 

PRAGUE — When the 
two night supervisors 
accosted 1 6-year-old 
Dominik in the hallway, he 
knew that his attempted 
escape from boarding 
school had failed. 
Enraged, he raised the 
heavy stick be was carry- 
ing. beat one of the women 
to death and caused seri- 
ous head injuries to the 
other. 

Czech police arrested the 
youth in tbe school lavato- 
ries shortly afterwards. 

The case is almost rou- 
tine. Police investigate 
15,00ft. - children and 
youths every year; many 
of. whonj pre jopt even as ; 
old as Dominik. 

The death of the 47 -year- 
old supervisor in early 
February is merely the 
most recent link in a long 
chain of events that has 
shocked the Czeck public. 
Just a week earlier, anoth- 
er 16-year-old youth seri- 
ously injured his pregnant 
teacher with an iron bar 
after he became angry 
over his poor marks. 

In the middle of January, 
a similar grievance led two 
14-year-olds to appear in 
class with a home-made 
bomb. The coincidental 
presence of the town’s 
mayor prevented a cata- 
strophe. 

For a 16-year-old from 
the east of the country, 
however, no help was at 
hand. He jumped from the 
window of a tall building 
out of shame at his results. 

“The young generation is 
living in a vacuum,” says 
the country’s Roman 
Catholic Archbishop. 
Miloslav Cardinal Vlk. 

“After the fall of com- 
munism, our society has 


concentrated too much on 
external, especially eco- 
nomic, factors. We have 
forgotten to support moral 
values," the cardinal says, 
adding: “Without doubt 
Czech youth has ideals... 
but they lack roots.” 
Primary school teacher 
Ivo Havlicek has similar 
views. 

“The old order disap- 
peared in 1989, but a new 
one is not yet in sight," he 
says. “Young people are 
tom between these two 
poles — disorientated and 
simply unable to cope.” 

" Traditional 
societies 
belong to the 
past, but an 
intact family 
remains the 
best 

prevention 
against social 
instability,” 

— Tomas Halik 
Religious 
science 
professor 
Karlovy 
University 


Conditions in the schools 
have not moved with the 
times — obsolete books, 
underpaid teachers, over- 
large classes. 

“The current generation 
comes to class armed and 
takes drugs during the 
breaks. School has long 


Israel ready to pick up talks with Syria — report 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Assad conditioned the 
resumption of talks on Syr- 
ian approval for an Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon. 
Mr. Netanyahu's media 
advisor David Bar-Clan 
was not immediately avail- 
able for comment on the 

report. 

Israel has offered a condi- 


tional withdrawal from 
south Lebanon to end its 
13-year mili tary presence 
there and the costly war it 
has been waging against 
Hizbollah guerrillas who 
operate in southern 
Lebanon. ‘ But both 
Lebanon and Syria rejected 
the offer. 

Syria has long maintained 
that it would not favour a 


deal that left out chances 
for a return of the Golan 
Heights to Syrian bands. 

The Channel 2 report said 
Israel is hoping a promise 
to return the Syria talks to 
their previous track will 
gather Syrian endorsement 
for its offer to leave 
Lebanon. 


Qatari emir on fence-mending visit to UAE 


(Continued from page 1) 

Qatar's links with the 
UAE deteriorated after Abu 
Dhabi hosted former Emir 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
Al Thani following his 
ouster by his son in June 
1995. 

Ties took another plunge 
after Sheikh Zayed bitterly 
attacked Qatar late last year 
for its persistent campaigns 
against Egypt, which was 
accused of spearheading a 
drive to boycott the Middle 
East economic summit held 


in November in Doha with 
■ the participation of Israel. 

Diplomats said improve- 
ment of relations between 
the two Gulf states could 
help end Qatar's dispute 
with Cairo given its strong 
ties with the emirates, 
which also stayed away 
from the Middle East 
forum. 

Qatar and the UAE are 
members of the 17-year-old 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) along with Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait. Bahrain 
and Oman. 


Qatar's ambassador to the 
UAE, Abdullah Al Othman, 
said Sheikh Hamad's trip 
followed calls by Sheikh 
Zayed to resolve inter-Arab 
rifts caused by the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
and to readmit -Baghdad 
into- the Arab League. 

“Relations between Qatar 
and the UAE are entering a 
hew stage,” he told tbe offi- 
cial UAE media. “I am sure 
that the people in both 
countries recognise * die 
need to strengthen these 
relations." 


By Ahmed Naser 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While predominantly in 
English, the World Wide Web has 
witnessed attempts to introduce 
material and information in Arabic 
script, mostly by Arabic newspapers 
and computer companies. 

Sites for international Arabic 
dailies such as Al Quds Al Arabi, Al 
Sharq Al Awsat and Al Hayat result- 
ed from a need — by both the read- 
ers of these three publications and 
their owners — to make them avail- 
able in the event the prim edition is 

□oi. 

As for the methods of providing 
content, Arabic and other languages 
not using the 26-character Latin 
alphabet are forced to provide the 
content in the form of images that 
take a long time to download. 

In contrast, sites in languages such 
as English can simply be displayed 
as fast-loading plain text on the 
Internet. 

Displaying Arabic content in the 
form of images on the Internet can 


take an average of 45 seconds to 
download, whereas an article in Eng* 
lish takes barely five. 

In tbe case of both Al Quds Al 
Arabi and AJ Hayat, readers of the 
Internet edition are not in for a sur- 
prise, since both display their con- 
tent in the form of full-size images of 
the print editions' pages. 

Users can choose which pages to 
.view according to either page classi- 
fication or page number. In the case 
of Al Hayat, pages can be down- 
loaded singularly or in groups, both 
in the form of images. 

In addition, viewing these images 
requires that surfers download a 
small assisting programme known as 
a plugin, which is available for 
download on the Internet or free-of- 
charge with most leading computer 
magazines. 

As for the popularity of the two on- 
line editions, Al Quds has been visit- 
ed by 1.7S4 times since it was 
launched on Feb. 22, whereas Al 
Hayat, which has been on-line since 
June 1, 1996. has had 610,301 
surfers at its site. 


Both dailies feature on-line 
archives of previous issues dating 
back to the establishment of their 
Web sites. Al Quds and Al Hayat are 
available for viewing free of charge 
at www.alquds.co.uk and 

www.alhayat.com, respectively. 

Al Sharq Al Awsat, at 

www.arab.nei/asharqal-awsat, on the 
other hand, has adopted a simpler yet 
more exclusive method of display. 

Anyone with a Latin-based brows- 
er paying a monthly subscription 
charge can surf their site because Al 
Sharq presents its content in the form 
of simple fast-loading images that 
need no plugins. 

Unlike Al Quds or Al Hayat, Al 
Sharq presents its content in separate 
images of each article instead of the 
entire page. A result of this pay-per- 
view policy is a download speed 
averaging ^0 seconds. 

As to whether reading papers 
“from a screen" will catch on in the 
Arab World, it all depends on com- 
puter literacy, the ability to purchase 
an Internet ready computer and 
access to the Internet. 


since ceased to represent 
authority to them," says 
Havlicek. 

Religious science pro- 
fessor at Prague's Karlovy 
University, Tomas Halik, 
sees the capacity of Czech 
educational institutions 
wasting away. 

‘Traditional societies 
belong to the past, but an 
intact family remains the 
best prevention against 
social instability," he" says. 

The rising consumer cul- 
ture is, however, dominat- 
ing the influence of the 
family, and the depiction 
of violence in the Czech 
media has an additional 
destructive effect, accord- 
ing to- Halik. 

■ ‘President VaclaV Havel 
has also intervened in the 
discussion on violence in 
Czech schools. In a recent 
radio interview he 
attacked the exaggerated 
quest for profit in contem- 
porary society as the rea- 
son for lack of interest in 
the younger generation. 

The discussion was cen- . 
tred on reducing the age of 
penal . responsibility 
instead of providing 
greater care for young 
people, Havel said, adding 
that this was certainly the 
wrong attitude. 

The release of the most 
recent half-yearly results 
showed that the Czech 
public has become aware 
of recent events. 

As most pupils were tak- 
ing flowers to their teach- 
ers, in line with traditional 
Czech custom, a group of 
parents in Prague was call- 
ing for urgent reform. 

“Otherwise we will soon 
be able to place the flow- 
ers on the graves of our 
children,” they said. 

— DPA Features. 


Dar es Salaam police chief vows to 
whip bad drivers into line 


The accident toll on Tanza- 
nia ’s roads continues to grow, 
wasting lives and causing 
huge economic losses. Frus- 
trated at the failure of previ- 
ous efforts to curb the prob- 
lem, the head of police has 
now called for drastic mea- 
sures to crack down on reck- 
less driving. 

By Alfred Mbogora 

DAR ES SALAAM — Reckless 
drivers had better watch out if 
Tanzania's police chief gets his 
way. 

“From now on, we shall have 
to whip on the spot all those dri- 
vers causing accidents due to 
hegli&Snce;” said Omari Mahita, 
inspector general of police, after 
two serious bus crashes in Janu- 
ary left 32 people dead. 

The government was thinking 
of empowering officers to take 
the law into their hands, he said, 
as a means of curbing bad dri- 
ving in a country reeling from a 
growing toll of death, injury and 
economic loss on the roads. 

Current fines of 10.000 
shillings and very rare jail sen- 
tences imposed on reckless dri- 
vers were not enough to deter 
them. But whipping them would 
put some sense into their heads, 
said Mahita at a meeting of traf- 
fic officers. 

He called for a pilot crack- 
down to begin in Dar es Salaam. 

“His remarks provoked an out- 
cry from the legal community 
and from bus operators. 

“It was ridiculous for him to 
have uttered such words," said 
Hamis Ibrahim, an assistant law 
lecturer at the University of Dar 
es Salaam. “Whipping of drivers 
on the spot is a contravention of 
human rights.” 

People had the right to a public 
court hearing before being sen- 
tenced, he said. Crooked police 
officers could misuse such pow- 


ers to settle old scores or to 
demand money with menaces. 
Traffic police are over- 


seriously injuring 48. The two 
drivers involved face a charge of 
causing death and injury through 


Traffic police are overstretched and 
underpaid, and there are already 
complaints of officers taking bribes to 
turn a blind eye to vehicles that are 
overloaded or faulty : 


stretched and underpaid, and 
there are already complaints of 
officers raking bribes to turn a 
blind eye to vehicles that are 
overloaded or faulty. 

Mohammed Abdullah, chair- 
man of the Tanzania Bus Own- 
ers’ Association, pointed out: 
“They are demanding kickbacks 
even when a driver has not 
erred. Giving them such powers 
could be a source of embarrass- 
ment to the entire road-transport 
sector." 

The angry reaction to Mahita's 
proposal prompted official state- 
ments that the inspector general 
had merely been speaking his 
mind and ordering officers into 
action. 

Police did not carry whips, and 
no legislation empowering them 
to lash anybody was being pre- 
pared, according to the attorney 
general’s office. 

The police chief appears to 
have been speaking out of anger 
and frustration over the growing 
accident toll. President Ben- 
jamin Mkapa and Prime Minis- 
ter Frederick Sumaye have both 
expressed concern at recent 
fatalities. 

In the worst incident, in mid- 
January. a bus which had been 
racing alongside another over- 
turned at Chalinze, near Dar es 
Salaam, killing 25 people and 


reckless driving, which carries a 
maximum threj^yeai^aiJ sen- 
tence. • 

A week later, anqthgr.tyis over- 
turned on a road between Moro- 
goro and Coast region, killing 
seven people. 

Earlier moves to curb the car- 
nage have failed to produce 
results. In 1991, the government 
banned the overnight driving of 
long-distance passenger vehi- 
cles. and last year required all 
buses to be fined with “speed 
governor" devices, which cut 
the fuel supply if a maximum 
pre-set is exceeded. They are 
easy to disconnect. 

Accident figures, meanwhile, 
have risen from 12,327 reported 
crashes in 1992, killing 1,386 
people and injuring 11,820. to 
14,335 accidents last year, 
claiming 1,625 lives and injur- 
ing 12,490 people. 

World Bank studies show the 
problem is costing Tanzania at 
least 15.5 billion shillings in 
economic losses per year — 
more than the government’s cur- 
rent education budget of 14 bil- 
lion shillings. 

Dr. Daniel Ngowi, an econo- 
mist with the United States 
Agency for International Devel- 
opment in Dar es Salaam, says 
the ratio of road causalties to the 
number of vehicles is 30 to 40 


times higher than in many Euro- 
pean countries. He would like to 
see a comprehensive road-safety 
programme. “A combination of 
good road construction, mainte- 
nance, education for road users 
and enforcement of traffic laws 
should be able to reduce acci- 
dents by at least 10 per cent," he 
said. 

Dr. Iddi Mkilala. a motor- 
transport expen from the Uni- 
versity of Dar es Salaam’s engi- 
neering faculty, agrees. “Once 
the public and all road users are 
made to follow the traffic regu- 
lations, accidents will be 
brought down,” he said. , , 

" there ‘^re currently only about 
LOftO traffic police in a country 
' Of 30 million people: 1 * ■Road 
expens say more should be 
recruited and they should be bet- 
ter paid and properly trained and 
equipped. 

The 1973 Traffic Act, widely 
regarded as being inadequate, is 
currently under review and 
could be amended by parliament 
later this year. Tougher penalties 
and improved driver training are 
proposed. 

There have also been calls for 
drivers to be banned from using 
mobile phones — a practice 
blamed for a growing number of 
accidents in urban areas. 

In addition, motoring experts 
are calling for investment in 
breathalysers to detect drunken 
motorists. Reckless driving is 
blamed for half of all crashes, 
and alcohol is thought to be a 
major cause. Breathalysers were 
introduced several years ago, 
but these have fallen into disre- 
pair and have not been replaced 

The writer is a reporter with the 
Guardian, a daily newspaper 
published in Dar es 5<z/aam. 

— Gemini News. 


Algeria: Les Citadelles lays down its arms 


LES CITADELLES was 
the name Mahmoud 
Boumedjeria warned to 
give his newspaper. He saw 
El Kilaa, a small regional 
weekly based in Tebessa, 
eastern Algeria, as a 
fortress, in particular 
because the town, which 
lies next to the Tunisian 
border and is the main 
passing point for traffickers 
in the east of the country, is 
the “ethnic capital” of the 
Algerian government. 
Most leading members of 
the government come from 
that region. Although there 
is much talk nowadays of 
the press in Algiers, which 
is now totally controlled by 
central government, the 
regional press also has to 
cope with the wrath of the 
local authorities. In the 
case of El Kiiaa, which 
upholds some of the views 
of Algeria’s Muslim funda- 
mentalists, the source of its 
difficulties has been the 
town's wali (chief adminis- 
trator). 


The first hint of trouble 
came on May 20. 1996, 
when managing editor 
Mahmoud Boumedjeria 
was placed under a com- 
mittal order by the Tebessa 
court, then held for a week 
at the town’s civilian 


report that the wali had 
failed to attend an official 
ceremony, and the wali, 
who has a hand in all the 
workings of local govern- 
ment, gave the order for the 
arrests" 

Less than a year later, on 


The first hint of trouble came 
on May 20, 1996, when 
managing editor Mahmoud 
Boumedjeria was placed 
under a committal order by 
the Tebessa court, then held 
for a week at the town’s 
civilian prison. 

prison. Editor Lakhdar January 27, 1997. the 


Khaifaoui was arrested and 
detained briefly, then 
released on bail. Boumed- 
jeria had pointed out in a 


newspaper s computer 
equipment was seized by a 
bailiff, so it was no longer 
able to publish. Again, the 


court ordered the seizure 
on the say-so of the wali, 
and no official explanation 
was given to the newspaper 
management. El KilSa had 
questioned the wall’s run- 
ning of municipal affairs 
on several occasions, and 
often mentioned the vari- 
ous kinds of trafficking that 
went on in the region. This 
time Boumedjeria decided 
to leave the country, and 
took the precaution of hid- 
ing some of the weekly’s 
computers first because he 
felt matters could only get 
worse. 

After taking refuge in 
Tunisia with his famil y, 
Boumedjeria was locked 
up at Harboub top-security 
jail, southern Tunisia, on 
March 28, 1997. He was 
arrested for “using false 
entry and exit stamps” on 
Tunisian territoty. The 
Tunisian authorities gave 
no explanation for his 
detention. Three-and-a-half 
months later, on July 15, 
1997, he was cleared by the 


Med£nine court, but was 
still detained for a time at 
the El Ouardia transit cen- 
tre of the revolutionary 
guard, where he was sub- 
jected to harsh interroga- 
tion. 

Freed in early August, he 
managed to return to 
Tebessa and tried once 
again to relaunch his news- 
paper. However, after only 
a few weeks he was forced 
to cease publication, a 
month before the start of 
Ramadan, because of 
financial pressure from the 
local authorities and the 
state-run Eastern Algeria 
Printing Works. Only the 
newspaper’s supplement, 
El Jerida, which is printed 
in Sddf. continued to 
appear. Editor Lakhdar 
Khaifaoui, who had been 
receiving anonymous 
threatening phone calls, 
decided to throw in the 
towel. 

— Reporters Sans 
Frontiers Newsletter 
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AFM shrugs off 
concern over private 
sector firms dissolv- 


Higher income tax under 
discussion in Lebanon 


ing saving funds 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special in the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Despite fears 
from a government draft 
law to ‘’regulate'’ the sav- 
ings ftjnd.C of the private 
sector . the daily turnover 
at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) registered 
an increase following two 
weeks of decline, brokers 
said Saturday. 

They said trading in the 
Mock market amounted to 
JD3.46 million compared 
to the same day of last 
week when the turnover 
amounted JDI.3 million. ‘ 

"Contrary to the last 
week's trading, the gov- 
ernment draft (aw* had no 
impact on the trading in 
rhe market.” a broker who 
asked not to be named told 
the Jordan Times. 

The broker was referring 
to a government proposed 
law to “regulate" the sav- 
ing funds estimated at 
more than JD250 million. 

Assurances of Acting 
Prime Minister Abdullah 
Ensour that the proposed 
law will not harm the sav- 
ings have failed to calm 
down the atmosphere and 
as most of the companies 
sought to liquidate the sav- 
ing funds of their employ- 
ees. rhe stock market was 
negatively affected. 

The AFM trading during 
the past two weeks 
dropped as a reaction to 
the rumours that saving 
funds w'ill liquidate their 
portfolios in the stock 
market. More than JD200 
million are invested in 
shares. 

The draft law drew wide 
range of criticism From the 
private sector, which 
described the government 
move as aiming at “con- 
trolling” these funds and 
endangering the savings of 
more than 150,000 


more than 150.000 
employees. 

The broker indicated that 
most of the trading 
focused on the Arab Ban£ 


the Kingdom's largest 


financial institution. 

“The bulk of the Arab 
Bank trading. which 
totalled JD2.2 million, 
involved transfer of the 
shares rather than an actu- 
al sale.” another broker 
said. 

He added that trading in 
Housing Bank shares 
amounted to JD233.610. 

The banking sector won 
the lion's shares of the 
turnover with a volume of 


JD2.2 million followed by 
the services sector with 
JD737.216. The industry 
sector took JD207.930 and 
the insurance sector 
accounted for JD17.25S. 

The daily AFM bulletin 
showed that out of the 67 
firms that changed hands 
in the market, 24 compa- 
nies recorded increase in 
prices, 22 registered 
decrease and 21 recorded 
no changed. 

Meanwhile. several 
companies said are consid- 
ering requests by their 
employees to liquidate 
their savings for fear of the 
proposed law. 

Mohammad Sayid. 
deputy chairman of the 
saving fund of the Jordan 
Electricity Company 
(JEC), fold the Jordan 
Times that several appeals 
were received from mem- 
bers of the funds to liqui- 
date their savings. 

“The inclination is to liq- 
uidate the fund which 
totals JD9.5 million. But 
we will wait until April 
when the general assembly 
of the company will meet 
to decide whether to liqui- 
date it or not." he said. 

Mr. Sayid said that lack 
of confidence exist 
between the management 
operating the saving funds 
and the government. 

“Why should the gov- 
ernment want to regulate 
the funds while it has 
failed to run many public 
sector firms. He who suf- 
fers from incompetence is 
not able to prescribe reme- 
dies for others.” Mr. Sayid 
said. 

Bar Association Presi- 
dent Hussein Mjalli was 
expected to head a meet- 
ing of the 50-member 
legal committee of the 
association on Saturday 
evening to formulate a 
memo in response to the 
government's draft law. 

Mr. Mjalli said the 
memo will represent not 
only his association but aJJ 
professional unions and 
“will be presented to the 
upcoming meeting with a 
government committee 
which has formulated the 
draft law. 

The professional unions 
are opposing the draft law 
and threatened that they 
will liquidate their funds if 
the government went 
ahead in their draft law. 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
government and businesses 
are discussing a possible 
rise in income" tax to gener- 
ate revenue and tackle the 
budget deficit, a Lebanese 
businessman has said. 

“In discussions today 
there are possibilities... we 
are now doing 10 (per 
cent), let's increase it to 
15." Jacques Sarraf. presi- 
dent of the Association of 
Lebanese Industrialists, 
told Reuters. 

“We know that they (the 
government) need revenues 
and we have to be active on 
that. We want to...help our 
country." 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri said the government 
would seek cabinet and par- 
liament approval for a one 
per cent tax on business 
turnover which has been 
opposed by the business 
community. 


Mr. Sarraf said the 
turnover tax should at least 
be postponed until a better 
solution was found. 

“We believe that it 
(income tax hike) is a better 
solution than the one per 
cent turnover tax." he said. 

Lebanon had introduced a 
low tax structure — a max- 
imum rate of 10 per cent on 
both business and personal 
income — at the end of 
1993. hoping it would 
improve the business cli- 
mate. 

But the government, 
which is launching a S2 bil- 
lion foreign borrowing pro- 
gramme. has faced increas- 
ing pressure to cut its 
deficit. 

Several international rat- 
ing agencies have warned 
of a possible downgrade if 
the government fails to acL 

Mr. Hariri's government 
ran a deficit of revenue 


against expenditure of 59 
per cent in 1997 and started 
this year at 45 per cent in 
January. 

However. Central Bank 
Governor Riad Salameh 
said last week he expected 
a 30 per cent deficit for the 
first two months in 1998, 
well inside the 42 per cent 
target for the year. 

Mr. Sarraf also said the 
government should seek 
additional means of raising 
revenues, such as slightly 
increasing petrol prices — 
an idea that proved to be 
one of the most volatile 
issues in parliament. 

“The consumer can easily 
absorb 500-1000 pounds 
(32-65 cents) (per 20 
litres).” he said. 

Mr. Sarraf said the gov- 
ernment could also raise 
customs duties on luxury 
goods such as whisky and 
dears to cut the deficit. 


Iranian economy threatened 
by falling oil prices 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian economy, heavily 
dependant on oil exports, is 
suffering from the fall in 
crude prices, as the country 
goes through a deep reces- 
sion. 

The Iranian currency, the 
riyal. has already fallen by 
around five to seven per cent 
against major currencies on 
the black market in reaction 
to the plunge in oil prices. 

The dollar which traded 
around 4.700 rivals until two 
months ago has now- 
approached 5,000 rivals and 
“the drop in oil prices could 
further push down the rival in 
the coming days," the Eng- 
lish-language newspaper Iran 
News has said. 

The governor of the central 
bank. Mohsen Nurbakhsh. 
said the government may 
have to review the budget for 
next year which started Sat- 
urday. if oil prices continued 
ro plummet 

“Some modifications will 
be needed if oil prices contin- 
ue to decline.” he said. 

Oil exports make up around 
80 per cent of Iran's hard cur- 
rency earnings and 36.5 per 
cent of the budget. 

Mr. Nurbakhsh said the 
government faced a budget 
deficit of six trillion rivals 
<52 billion) for the year 
which ended on March 20. 
The figure hjd previously 
been pur at S2.6 billion. 

The government had ini- 
tially calculated to earn S 1 7.5 
from the sale of each barrel of 
crude in its draft budset for 


next year, but the parliament 
reduced the figure to SI 6 . 

Many experts still dispute 
the targe L price as “unrealis- 
tic." 

“Our officials are unable to 
properly assess the economic 
realities of the international 
oil market.” the Iran News 
complained. 

Oil prices have fallen to 
four-year-lows after the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
decided in November to raise 
the output ceiling by 10 per 
cent. 

The Iranian economy is 
already going through a 
recession, prompted by a 
series of protectionist mea- 
sures taken by the central 


bank to check soaring infla- 


tion. 

Inflation, according to offi- 
cial figures, has dropped to 
20 per cent, but at the cost of 
a halt to many development 
projects and a sharp drop in 
investment. 

Mr. Nurbakhsh put the eco- 
nomic growth rate at three 
per cent this year, which is 
almost half of that registered 
for eariy 1999s. when the 
country borrowed heavily to 
import goods and undertake 
development projects. 

But the government has 
been tightening its belt since 
1995 when a range of regula- 
tions were imposed to curb 
imports :o sav e money to pay 
back a foreign deb! of around 
S30 billion. 

Mr. Nurbakhsh said Iran 
still owed 526.4 billion. 


To compensate for falling 
oil revenues, the government 
has also taken measures to 
encourage non-oil exports, 
which are also stangnant 
leading to a crisis in the 
industrial and agricultural 
sectors. 

The current recession has 
further cut the public's pur- 
chasing power in a country 
where average salaries are 
below $100 a month. 

Kar-Kargar. a newspaper 
representing state labour 
unions, said the average fam- 
ily in big cities faced a budget 
deficit of 23 per cent. 

The economy is the great- 
est challenge facing the new 
government of President 
Mohammad Khatami, who 
was elected in a landslide in 
May promising economic 
prosperity. 

But few expect a miracle 
from a government which 
runs around 85 per cent of the 
economy, plagued with inef- 
ficiency and corruption. 

In the early 1990s, the gov- 
ernment started a drive to pri- 
vatise industry, but there have 
been growing complaints that 
the transfers are marked by 
nepotism. 

The private sector has 
shown little interest in invest- 
ing given strict labour laws, 
red tape and government reg- 
ulations which keep chang- 
ing. 

"Our officials continue to 
gloss over economic realities, 
lack proper planning and they 
wait for a miracle to happen." 
said the Iran News. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 
’ rrayance 
~ Cork population 
10 Rose of 
baseball 
i“ Grave 

1 5 Domingo 

16 River of Russia 

17 Satanic 

r 3 Comic flu '.einer 

20 Take a chair 

21 Formal and 
haughty 

23 Opinion page, 
briefly 

25 Obtained 

26 Played again 
23 Word tor word 
?3 Eastern bigwig 

34 Unconscious 
condition 

35 Walt St. grp. 

35 Paycheck 

deduction fig. 

27 Big name in 
fairy tales 

38 Angry states 
23 Jack, cf old 
moves 

<10 Cosia 

•ii Mia" 

42 Assign to an 
obscure place 
44 Diminishes 
<15 r-Oisy 

disturbance 

46 Baking 
chamber 

47 Tube-shaped 
S3 Fiendish iiftlo 

one 

56 Secular 

57 Austere 

63 podnda 

60 Pennsylvania 
Dutch 

61 Euro-American 
alliance, abtar 

62 Arrangement 

63 Taxi" 
mechanic 

6- Odcd, once 
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Mulki: 
Ministry still 
considering 
amendments 
to insurance 
law 


AFDB lends 
Egypt $28m 


ABIDJAN (Hi — The 
African Development 
Bank (AFDB) said it had 
signed a cooperation deal 
with the government of 
Egypt and was also lending 
the country around $28 
million for two projects.- - 

The cooperation deal will 
allow the bank to work 
with the Egyptian Fund for 
Technical Cooperation 
with Africa (FECTA) on 
projects, the first agree- 
ment of its type with one of 
its African shareholders. 

The bank’s soft loan arm 
is providing $28.6 millio n 
for Egypt, including a 
small gift element, for a 
project aimed at creating 
jobs in small firms and 
labour-intensive activities 
and a second project to 
help small companies run 
bv women. 
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Andy Capp 


By Roger Jurgovun 
Potomac. MO 


DOWN 

1 Chances 

2 503 m old 

Rome 

3 Of a puWic 
speaker 

4 Johnny 


5 Stfandsd after 
a shipwreck, 
mayfce 

6 Surprise attack 

7 Machu P««hu 
honcho 

8 Lone man 

9 3-D picture 

10 Marked by 

stem morality 

11 Slollz of ’Mask* 

12 See-ya! 

13 Airline tc Tel 
Aviv 

18 Shop sign 
22 Gooey mass 
24 Of EUS 
treatment 

26 Pass on ilo) 

27 M. Zola 

28 Pul into words 

29 Madame 
Bovarys name 

30 Despotic 

31 French river 

32 Flat-lop hulls 
34 F. Ebert or G 

Siskel, e.g. 

37 Severe form of 
epilepsy 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 
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43 and teme 

■« Droop 

46 Buckwheat 
groats 

47 Earth Jump 

48 Ivy League 
school 

43 Actress 
Kedrova 


50 Feirjrv film 

51 Laveme's L, 
e.g. 

52 Wooden barrel 

W Spouse 

55 Farm 
implement 

5B Election 
winners 
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Jordan Tunes, Sunday, March 22,1< 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Industry, 
Trade and Supply Minister 
Hani A1 Mulki Saturday said 
the ministry is currently con- 
sidering amendments pro- 
posed by the private sector to 
the new insurance law. 

Dr. Mulki added that the 
new amendments will be pre- 
sented to the Cabinet in final 
form after discussing them 
and obtaining the agreement 
of the private sector. 

In a statement to the Arabic 
daily A1 Ra’i. Dr. Mulki said 
dialogue on the proposed new 
law is ongoing, noting that 
further discussion will follow 
in order to come up with an 
acceptable formula to the var- 
ious parties concerned includ- 
ing the government, private 
sector, and the citizens. Dr. 
Mulki emphasised that the 
ministry seeks to formulate a 
modern law capable of meet- 
ing the aspirations of the vari- 
ous parties concerned. 

“The government does not 
consider the text of the law as 
final, and will amend the parts 
needing changes." he stressed. 

Asked about insurance 
charges. Dr. Mulki said the 
floating premiums should be 
preceded by a reorganisation 
process to avoid any gaps or 
shortcomings which may hin- 
der the development of the 
insurance sector. 


horoscope 1 
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"FOREC AST FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 22,19gj 

Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services^ 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) The thing you and your 
friends want to do turns out to be too expensive. Don’t 
give up your dream, but do find another source of- 
Lcome It’s likely vou'U come up with a creative idea 
tonight. An older person, somebody you don’t always 
agree with, is most likely to think of it Accept sugges- 
tion from everybody. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An offer you accept 
first thing this morning can woik out well. Later in the 
day. it will be hard to get agreement on anything. 
That’ll be true with your friends, your boss even your 
spouse. Hang on a little longer. More money should 
become available tomorrow. After that, you’ll notice 
r hing s loosening up. 

GEM1M: (May 21 to June 21) Your sweetheart makes 
a demand this morning that will hardly thrill you. It's 
one of those “if you loved me, you'd...” kind of things. 
In this case, it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to comply. It 
won't cost you that much, and it means quite a bit to the 
other person. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A loved one will give 
you excellent advice today. It’s important to listen and 
learn. You don’t need to do what he or she says. Just 
accept the coaching and make the decision. Well, that’s 
the idea, anyway. Actually, you might be able to get 
away with letting the other person make a couple of the 
decisions, too. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Somebody at home is an 
anchor around your neck today. He or she .won’t go 
along with your ideas, perhaps for good reason. That 
makes it even more infuriating, since you and a partner 
are convinced you’re right. Instead of being upset, lis- 
ten. Your antagonist may see something you're avoid- 


VTRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The pace is 
picking up, and by tomorrow it’s full speed ahead. 
Right now you have some time to practise and ponder. 
Everybody thinks you know everything, and that’s fine 
with you. The truth is that you have to study just like 
everybody else, and this is the day to do it. Don’t fall 
into the trap of simply reading comic books. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you do a lit- 
tle research, you might find a good deal on something 
about buying real estate? If so, you need to do the 
homework first You do the homework and you have a 
better chance of getting the home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re 
strong, energetic and exceptionally good-looking. 
You'll need every bit of that extra energy to get what 
you want To outwit a stubborn roommate, encourage 
bis or her outrageous side. This person will get so crazy, 
you'll have free reign. You’ll be the only sane one left. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Some people can be so stubborn. Your problem is that 
you try to please everybody. Today, that's going to be 
really difficult Why don’t you just please the one who 
signs your paycheques and worry about the other one 
later? 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Schedule 
a breakfast date as early as possible. During the middle 
- oLihe. day^ere_wHl±euajnilict. andJhaftjQpta good 
time to go shopping. Well, you can if you're careful 
about your spending. Only go shopping with a person 
who’s tighter with money than you are. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're in a 
strong position. If you're in a conflict with a Scorpio, 
however, be careful. Scorpios like to be in control at all 
times, or they tend to get a little nasty. Show your mas- 
tery by letting this person have what he or she wants. 
Only if it's legal and within reason, of course. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There might be a 
battle raging out there. It could involve a friend who 
lives far away, who’s upset at being unable to do eveiy- 
thing he or she wants. You can counsel your friend to 
lighten up a little bit, and that’s a good idea. Do what 
you can to help. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 

^iAsefSR3*3*Tl 


1 couldn’t find all the ingredients for 
salmon mousse, so 1 improvised. 
It’s pudding mixed with tuna fish.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter do each square, fo form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Mike Aralrlon 
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A PRODUCTIVE 
RWRY HERO 
BECOMES THIS. 


SHENOC 


Now arrange the circled letters » 
form the surprise answer, as su 0 ” 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordan Kuwait Bank allocates JDl.Sm 
to expand business outside Jordan 


** ALTHOUGH THE Jordan Kuwait Bank 
(JKB) achieved a JD3.13 mill ion gross prof- 
it last year compared to JD1.56 million in 
1996, the bank will not distribute any divi- 
dends to shareholders, JKB Chairman Abdul 
Karin} Kabariti has said. He indicated that 
net profit after tax amounted to JD2.47 mil- 
lion of which JD1.5 million were allocated 
as a reserve for setting up branches outside 
Jordan. 

Mr. Kabariti, a former prime minister, 
described 1997 as a transitional year and a 
fundamental turning point for the bank. He 
said that the second half of last year wit- 
nessed the start of a young but rather strong 
stage in response to the wishes of the found- 
ing Kuwaiti members to lay down a new 
strategy to reorganise the bank and consoli- 
date the objectives for which it was set up in 
1976. 

The chairman pointed out that the bank 
succeeded over the past few months to 
launch a fundamental restructuring pro- 
gramme that covered the management, the 
capital base, the future strategy and the con- 
trol standards in addition to the organisa- 
tional, technical and investment structure 
related to the services and products provid- 
ed by the bank. 

Mr. Kabairti revealed that JKB assets 
grew by 11.8 per cent, or JD33 million, to 
reach JD3 1 1 million and that the portfolio of 
credit facilities rose by JDK) million, or 


seven per cent, noting that the total direct 
facilities for the whole of the banking sys- 
tem rose by no more than 1.6 per cent. Such 
a minimal growth was due to lower credit 
.extension in dinars and higher lending in 
foreign currency, Mr. Kabariti said. 

He added that deposits by clients 
increased by JD18 million, or eight per cent 
to reach JD240 million, pointing out that the 
growth in customers' deposits in the bank- 
ing sector did not exceed 6.6 per cent. In 
terms of quality, the chairman wrote to the 
shareholders that during the second half of 
last year, JKB went after widening the base 
of clients who enjoy high netwonh and are 
active in productive businesses. 

Mr. Kabariti concluded by stressing that 
the bank will continue restructuring proce- 
dures and planning new policies of compre- 
hensive development objectives in 1998. He 
specifically mentioned expanding the diver- 
sifying the investment tools and activating 
the role of the treasury as well as invest- 
ments in the money and capital markets 
operations. Furthermore. JKB will develop 
and provide new products such as the point- 
of-sale services and "home" banking ser- 
vices designed for specific sectors. 

The final remark given by Mr. Kabariti 
was that JKB would this year finalise the 
process to transform the bank into a com- 
prehensive bank according to the standards 
set by the Central Bank (A1 Dustouri. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lire 
Nf. Guilder 
FR Franc 


1.1SI1 

1.0566 

0.0831 

72.61 

24.4168 


Prices as at 
CAD. ITL 
1.4175 1802J 
0.7737 983.C 
3L3851 3006.1 
0.9455 1201J 
1.0891 13.8 


21/03/98 17:58 


1.09 

1387.15 

63.01 

21.18 



USD' 

. Currency ■ 
US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

Saudi RiyaJ 

0.2866 

Bahrein Dinar 

2.66 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

Kuwait Dinar 

&Z749 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

Lebanese/1000 

Egyptian 

0.65 

0.2927 
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Oils Last revtoui 
Brent 12JB 1228 
W. Texas 1427 1429 

Bonny 1228 1226 I 

Dubai 1026 1020 

UL Gas 139.00 138-00 
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0.7090 3.7607 02770 3.6400 < 
52901 02317 5.1340 

0.1890 - 0.1005 0,97 

12806 9-9488 9.66 

0.1948 12304 1.0304 

22219 122833 12345 1122 

0.1931 1.0213 0.1027 0.B911 

0.4641 22651 02468 22827 

02076 12980 0.1104 12666 


Currency 
SARiyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


ITL 

NLG 

1802410 

241634 

983.62 

1.12S6 

3006.64 

14428 

1201.97 

137.63 

13.85 

158^4 

1270 JO 

1-4551 

- 

11.44 

873.10 


33.63 

33.6300 

.• .... 


'"LBP* 

1627.70 
2164.72 
40721 
405225 

419.70 
5003.11 
41527 


USD 

02666 

DEM 

04884 

GBP 

0-1598 

CHF 

029971 

JPY 

34.7005 

02723 

0.49883 

0.16319 

020821 

352384 

32749 

5.9988 

1.96271 

4.90918 

428257 

0.3770 

4.86909 

1.68383 

327614 

346.186 

12682 

32216 

1.1194 

2.7989 

243.053 


Metal Prices 

Metal BM Offar 

Gold (oz's) 291.5 292 

Silver (ox's) 821 624 

Platinum (02*8) 411 413 

AL (3 Months) 1451 1484 

cup Months) 1762 1767 

Zinc p Months) 1081 1086 

Lead (3 Months] 563 566 

NIP Months) 6605 663S_ 
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Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

USD 

6.7266 

5.7266 

5.7422 

S.8516 

GBP 

72844 

72521. 

72521 

72573 

JPY 

0.7969 

0.7344 

0.7031 

02875 

DEM 

3.5625 

3.5559 

3.6483 

3.8046 

FRF. 

3.5254 

12958 

12896 

1.6250 

CHF 

12333 

32898 

32875 

32594 

ITL 

5.6940 

5.5400 

5.1390 

- 
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Commodity 
Coffee (c/Tbs) 

.ssmb 

Last . 
14923 

Delivery 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/tonj 

1868 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

2732 

Spot 

Wheat ($/ton) 

95 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

Z723 

Spot- 

Tea (stg/kg) 

165 

Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice (Mon) 

0 

400 

Spot 

Soot 


* JOD Cross Rates 

Currency Bt 

US Dollar 0.7 

GB Sterling 1.13 

DE Marie 02 

CH Franc 02 

FR Franc 0.11 

JP Yen 0.» 

NL Guilder 024 

rr Lira 0-3$ 

* Source: Centra l fra i 


Buy 

SbD 

0.708 

0.710 

1.1793 

1.1852 

0286 

02879 

0272 

02744 

0.1152 

0.1158 

0.5435 

0.6462 

02427 

02444 

02922 

02942 


Most banks in Jordan fail to improve performance 


By Hasher Majoka 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A turbulent 
regional political situation 
combined with a weak local 
credit demand kept the over- 
all performance of Jordan’s 
banking sector from improv- 
ing in 1997, despite an eas- 
ing of monetary policy by 
the Central Bank, leading 
bankers said Saturday ahead 
of official release of the per- 
formance figures for the 
year. 

“Major banks are expected 
to declare a net profit 
increase of 15 per cent on 
average even though the fig- 
ure for the entire sector of 


over 20 banks, already stag- 
nant at around JDS5 million 
for past two years, is unlike- 
ly to change, - Ziad Basha, 
securities manager at the 
BritishBank told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

’The Central Bank eased 
up the monetary policy in 
part by decreasing the inter- 
est rates thus creating excess 
liquidity in the market” he 
said. “The resulting histori- 
cal lag between low deposit 
interest rates and relatively 
high credit interest rates ben- 
efited the major banks that 
have sufficient capital base." 
he added. 

“Despite the lowering of 
interest rates there was no 


major capital outflow. 
Instead we witnessed a 
major capital inflow through 
the Amman Financial 
Market and in anticipation of 
an impending privatisation 
drive," Mr. Basha explained. 

Mufieh Aqel. the regional 
manager at the Arab Bank, 
felt that the lowering of 
interest rates was not very 
helpful since "demand for 
the credit in the Jordanian 
economy was just not 
strong.” 

“Uncertainty over the 
peace process and the 
volatile situation in Iraq 
combined with a tight gov- 
ernment fiscal policy and a 
strong emphasis on export 


driven industries kept the 
credit demand down in the 
economy," he said. 

“We have a situation 
where macro-economic indi- 
cators for the Jordanian 
economy are all very posi- 
tive. The savings are rising, 
the gross domestic product 
CGDP) is increasing and the 

trade deficit is narrowing. 
How ever the micro-econom- 
ic situation suffers in part 
from a restricted government 
spending,” he added. 

Mr. Basha seemed to con- 
cun” Macro-economically, 
Jordan has surpassed the 
IMF adjustment programme 
I objectives), but personal 
disposable income has 


dropped thus restricting 
expenditure to basic require- 
ments,” he said. 

“Many traders are over- 
stocked at the moment espe- 
cially the automobile sector. 
Furthermore, banks are in 
general, experiencing delays 
in repayments." he added. 

“Smaller banks have to 
merge in order to survive. 
They are not even able to 
compete with the larger 
banks without the globalisa- 
tion of our banking sector let 
alone compete against the 
international expertise of the 
newer institutions," Mr. 
Basha said.” 


Housing Bank decides to double capital to JDlOOm 


By Tareq Ayyoob 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The 
Housing Bank. the 
Kingdom's second 
largest financial institu- 
tion, has decided to 
double its capital to 
JD100 million in a 
move aimed at enhanc- 
ing the bank’s status in 
the country, a bank’s 
spokesman said 

Saturday. 

The bank’s director 

g eneral, Abdul Qadir 
>weik, said the JD50 
million will be secured 
through the capitalisa- 
tion of premiums col- 
lected from issuing 


shares. 

“This step is part of 
the Housing Bank’s 
strategy that aims at 
strengthening the capi- 
tal to Become the largest 
commercial bank in the 
country,” Mr. Dweik 
told the Jordan Times. 

“This strategy is 
aimed at making the 
bank ready to the new 
era which requires 
strong commercial 
banks ahead of the 
Kingdom’s partnership 
with the European 
Union and the expected 
entry to the world 
Trade Organisation 
('WTO),” he added. 

“It also aimed at 


enhancing the bank’s 
role in "financing the 
projects expected to be 
launched in the 
Kingdom as part of the 
peace process in the 
region, Mr. Dweik 
said. 

He emphasised that 
the decision will be dis- 
cussed by the general 
assembly of the bank 
during its meeting on 
April"! 1 to get the"final 
approval " before 
approaching the 

Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, the Jordan 
Central Bank and the 
Securities Commission. 

The new step comes 
less than a year after the 


bank decided to double 
its capital from JD25 
million to JD50 million. 

Last year, the 
Kingdom's largest 
financial institution, "the 
Arab Bank has decided 
to double its capital 
from JD44 million to 
JDS8 million. 

The Arab Bank, which 
maintains assets of 
more than JD21 billion, 
is running a financial 
empire that spreads 
over more than 30 coun- 
tries worldwide, while 
the Housing Bank is 
operating only in Jordan 
and the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

Mr. Dweik said the 
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ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 21/03/199B 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 


346.000 250.000 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

THE HOUSING BK. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
BEIT.AL-MAL ( BEITNA) 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 233.92 


P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

13.8 

1.18 

38 

E 

0.00 

4 

29.0 

2-00 

12 

.9 

0.00 

a 

10.1 

4.82 

9 

.6 

16.67 

1 

92 ZCHG: 

+0.10 

72 


NO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD 

2216030 337.00 338.00 1.00+ 

2113 1.72 1.69 .OS- 

233610 4. SB 4.85 .03- 

10556 1.90 1.90 

4662 1.97 1.99 .02+ 

225 .89 .90 .01+ 


4.150 

3.800 

JERUSALEM INSUR. 

10.5 

5.17 

2.400 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

5.5 

12.76 

2.350 

1.800 

ARAB LIFE INSUR. 

8.4 

0.00 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 

121.61 *CHG: 

+0.10 

3-'i40. 

- 1.550. 

JOR; ELECTRIC ipWRi 

9.8 ■■ 

- 4.95 

- 4v03a 

• .1.320 

, IRBID ELECTRICITY 

12.8 

5.35 

, 1.550- 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

42.3 

0.00 

"! 9.350 

- 6.700 


9.4 

6.52 

1-480 

1.150 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

17.7 

0.00 

4.600 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDOC. 

io. e 

1. 84 

1.090 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 


0.00 

1.830 

1.570 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.0 

6.96 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 119.33 *CHG: -0.1B 


<4 1B309 


1.160 

.930 

ATTANQBEB 

9 

4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.7 

7.050 

5.620 

ARAB POTASS CO. 

14.2 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

10.3 

6.700 

4.500 

JORDAN TANNING 

8.8 

2.480 

1.120 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGH. 

9 

7.350 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

10.2 

5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KANT. 

14.3 

1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

15.1 

3.010 

2.660 

JOR. PAPER CARD BO. 

14.3 

1.420 

.770 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALOAHA DV.INV. 

15.0 

3.460 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

6.3 

.590 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.6 

1.100 

.650 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

.630 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

.930 

.370 

INTERNED . PETRO. CHEM . 

9 

.750 

.500 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS . 

9 

3.000 

.920 

HATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

28.7 

.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

9 

1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

17.1 

1.670 

.810 

UNXV. M0DN.INDS. 

P 

1.410 

.690 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

10.6 

1.620 

1.350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14. a 

1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE 00. 

18.7 

1.880 

1.290 

EL -LAY READY WEAR 

48.2 

1.250 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VEC. 

46.8. 

.850 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

35.7 

.820 

.570 

- MIO. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 


0.00 
3.96 
3.27 
8.39 
■ 7.27 
0.00 
3.16 
3. as 
6.56 
0.00 
0.00 
4.08 
9.26 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0. 0 
0.00 
5.22 
.20 
12.66 
4.73 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
6.33 
15-63 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.73 *CBG: 


GRAND TOTAL 


IND EX: 167.53 *CHG: -0.02 562 527218 

PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 


3410 
47019 
56553 
35892 
10839 
6596 
194080 
102941 
2318 
660 
123 
25017 
3698 
45281 
162 
560 
5096 
7720 
1291 
2501 
10573 
46041 
16284 
3404 
13515 • 
1365 
14877 
S739 
12601 
59060 
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EXPORT 6 F1N.HHX.75* 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

NATL . OOKMBR . CENTERS 
ONION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAWLXYAH 75* 

JOR. INDS . MATCH- JEHCO 
ARAB FOOD & MED. 

ARAB INTL.IHV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
HATL . MOLT . ENG . HAK1CO 
RAZI PHARM. 

INDS. ENG. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
HATL. POULTRY 
OPTICAL* BEARING 75* 
NAT. ALOMINIUM. 75? 
ARAB I NT. POOD FACT. 
EX HAL PRINT CO. 75* 


GRAND TOTAL 


2 2000 

14 29650 

6 2023 

1 10000 

27 76400 

7 34500 

7 15500 

1 1000 

45 152900 

2 1000 

24 59450 

7 4177 

12 35250 

1 100 

B 5724 

29 56500 

4 2S00 

2 577 

1 1050 

11 19500 

212 509808 
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.94 

.93 

.01- 

11564 

.39 

.39 

— 

1325 

.68 

.66 

.02- 

2400 

.74 

.74 

- 

34380 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 

16575 

.71 

.68 

.03- 

1895 

.13 

.12 

.01- 

470 

.46 

.47 

.01 + 

55042 

.34 

.36 

.02 + 

350 

.35 

.36 

.01+ 

22606 

.39 

.39 

- 

2987 

.71 

.71 

- 

10575 

.29 

.30 

.01* 

53 

.52 

.53 

.01+ 

3647 

.63 

.64 

.01* 

27853 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


bank has launched a 
“restructuring pro- 
gramme that would 
enable the bank’s 

branches to extend 
more services to 
clients.” 

He said that deposits 
at the bank have 
reached JD214 million 
while assets are estimat- 
ed at JD1.35 billion. 

Mr. Dweik said the 
bank recorded JD9 mil- 
lion in profits in the first 
two months of this year 
after having recorded a 
net profit of JD16 mil- 
lion last year compared 
with a JD8 million in 
1996. he added. 

Saudi 
companies 
to exhibit 
products 
in Amman 
in July 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total 
of 100 Saudi companies will 
display their products at an 
exhibition which will be 
held here in July, Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce President Haidar 
Murad said. 

Mr. Murad added that the 
exhibition will provide an 
opportunity for Jordanian 
and Saudi businessmen to 
meet and discuss means of 
increasing volume of trade 
and setting up joint projects. 

Jordanian exports to Saudi 
Arabia amounted JD14I 
million last year, while 
imports from Saudi Arabia 
amounted to JD104 million, 
according to Mr. Murad. 

The Saudi exhibition will 
be organised by the Saudi 
Exports Promotion Centre 
and the Council of Saudi 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in coordina- 
tion with the Dhahran 
International Exhibitions 
Company. the World 
Company for Organising 
International Exhibitions, 
the Saudi embassy here and 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce. 

Dhahran International 

Exhibitions Company 
Director General Najib A! 
Zamel said economic per- 
sonalities in Saudi Arabia 
do not only see Jordan as an 
outlet for Saudi products but 
also as a bridge through 
which Saudi products can 
be exported to other coun- 
tries. 
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Area: 200 sq.m. 

Consists Of 
■ 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Beat 

Estate 

Tel.; 5920605 / 
5020609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile: 07030007 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" gSAPS. dSm 



Shmeisanf - Opposite 
Grindlays Batik. 
Phone; 5604042 
SwaiflatiTet: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
-IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 





SflNflBEL 


— : Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

tw. 864230 - 865187 
MoMe: 079/37588 


I Ifom fhuke&s % Ammo* 



Quality Serviced Suites 

■ One & TWO Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily A 
Long stay * Reasonable Rate* 


Ren 



Jordan Mobile Telephone Rental! Col LuL 

Cellular 

Telephone 

Rentals 

TeL 4656593 - 857690 
Mobile 079/32300- 44101 
Fax. 962 - 6-4611068 


Agent 

I Now 
Open 

In 'Amman 

i WINTER 

Collection 

4Q%OFF 


SPRING / ^ \ 

COLLECTION ‘ - 1 

20%OFF K °°L A 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 







Spadea sinks Rafter; Bruguera 
out of Lipton Championships 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) 
— Pat Rafter, still seeking 
his first title since winning 
last year's U.S. Open, was 
unceremoniously ousted 
from the ’ Lipton 
Championships Friday by 
unsceded American Vince 
Spadea. 

Rafter, the fourth seed, 
was eliminated 6-3. 7-5 by 
Spadea. ranked 64th in the 
world, in a second-round 
match. 

The defeat knocked 
Rafter out of the race to 
dethrone Pete Sampras as 
the World No. I. a feat 
that could still be accom- 
plished here by Czech Petr 
Korda, the current No. 2, 
Chilean Marcelo Rios, 
who moved up to No. 3 
with his victory at Indian 
Wells last Sunday, or No. 
5 Briton Greg Rusedski. 

While Rafter's woes 
continued, former French 
Open champion Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov ended a two- 
match skid, saving four 
match points to escape 
with a three-set victory 
over Slava Dosedel. 

The sixth -seeded 

Russian. needed two 
hours and 40 minutes to 
vanquish Dosedel 6-7 
(5/7 1. 7-6 (7/5). 7-6 (7/5) 
and become the first of the 



touranment s marquee 
players — led by Sampras 
— to reach the third 
round. 

The top 32 seeds in both 
the mens and women’s 
draws have first round 
byes. 

But Dosedel. a 27-year- 
old who is more at home 
on clay, had no such rest. 
He came into the match 
against Kafelnikov having 
saved saved five match 
points in a marathon first- 



Patrick Rafter of Australia returns a volley in the second set from Vincent Spadea of 
the United States during the second round match at The Lipton Tennis 
Championships. Rafter, ranked 4th in the world, was upset by 64th ranked Spadea 6- 
3 7-5 (Reuters photo) 



succumbing 5-7. 

The first of the top- lb to 
fall was No. 12 Felix 
Mantilla of Spain, who 
was beaten 6-7 (3/7). 6-4. 
7-6 ( 7/3) by Paul Haarhuis 
of the Netherlands. 

• Sergi Bruguera. runner- 
up to Thoma> Muster last 
year and seeded 13th. fol- 
lowed his compatriot out 
of the tournament when 
he was u 4-6. 6-4. 6-3 
loser to another 
Dutchman. Dennis Van 
Scheppingen. 

In the women's competi- 
tion. unseeded Serena 
Williams, vounser sister 


of U.S. Open finalist 
Venus Williams, upset 
1 0th- seeded Romanian 
Irina Spirlea 7-6 l~/4i. 6-0 
to reach the third round. 

Big sister Venus 
Williams advanced with a 
6-5. 6-3 victory over 
Russian Tatiana Panova. 


And Swiss teenager 
Mantua Hingis launched 
her defence of the Lipton 
title, with which she 
claimed the World No. 1 
ranking last year, with a 6- 
I. 6-0. 45-minute romp 
over American Chanda 
Rubin. 



Vincent Spadea of the United States returns a first set 
serve from Patrick Rafter of Australia during the sec- 
ond round match at The Lipton Tennis Championships. 
Rafter, ranked 4th in the world, was upset by 64th 
ranked Spadea 6-3 7-5 (Reuters photo) 


round victory over 
Ecuador' \ Nicolas 

Lapcmti. 

Kafelnikov set the stage 
for a role reversal when he 
double- faulted on set 
point in the first-set 
tiebreak. 

At 5-4 in the second set 
Dosedel served for the 
match but Kafelnikov 
saved two match points 


and levelled at 5-5. He 
then .aved two more 
match points in the 
tiebreak before levelling 
at one set ail. 

Dosedel. ranked 55th in 
the world, showed no sign 
of crumbling in the third. 
He saved two match 
points himself to push 
Kafelnikov into a third 
liebreak and. trailing 3-6 
foutrht back to 5-6 before 



Tatiana Panova or Russia returns a first set sene from 
Venus Williams of the United States during their match 
at the Lipton Championships. Panova lost in straight 
sets 6-3 6-3 to the 11th seeded Williams (Reuters photo) 
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Flu puts 
Becker 


out 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) 
— German veteran Boris 
Becker, injured in San Jose 
a fortnight ago. on Friday 
pulled out of the S4.6 mil- 
lion ATP Lipton 
Championships event here 
with flu. 

Three -time Wimbledon 
champion Becker bad been 
due to play Jonathan Stark 
of the United States in his 
first round tie later Friday 
but pulled out just an hour 
before the scheduled start. 
It was the fourth time with- 
in a matter of weeks that 
Becker had pulled out of an 
event in the United States. 

He missed Philadelphia. 
Scottsdale and Indian Wells 
after pulling a stomach 
muscle in Dubai six weeks 
ago and has also had back 
problems. It was the third 
year in a row he had 
scratched from the tourna- 
ment here. 

There were rumours that 
his decision not to play this 
time was not entirely 
unconnected with his fail- 
ure to obtain a wild card for 
the doubles alongside 
David Prinosil. Becker, 
who has retired from Grand 
Slam events, had hoped to 
partner Prinosil after Marc- 
Kevin Goellner was forced 
to erv off with a shoulder 


6ecker, 30 and now- 
ranked 62 in the world, has 
missed a dozen events this 
vear with an assortment of 


Fredericks 
snatches 
100m title 


C.APE TOWN (AFP) — 
Namibian sprinter Frank 
Fredericks turned the 
tables on world silver 
medalist American Tim 
Montgomery' to win the 
men’s 100m in a sparkling 
1 0.08 seconds at the Engen 
Grand Prix Summer Series 
final here Friday. 

Fredericks, the world's 
number one sprinter in 
1997, achieved the fastest 
time ever run at the coast in 
South Africa. 

He put the pressure on 
the .American with a bril- 
liant start and was never 
challenged. 

“I knew Tim was perhaps 
a bit sharper after his 
indoor season so I really- 
concentrated hard in the 
blocks." Fredericks said. 

At Monday night's games 
in Roodeport. South 


Africa, it was the American 
who beat Fredericks into 
second place, but the 
sprinter spent some time at 
home in Namibian capital 
Windhoek during the week 
and returned to the games a 
different man. 

“I went home to get some 
good home cooking and be 
around positive people in a 
positive environment." 
Fredericks said. “I don't 
like losing and l didn't 
want to sit here and dwell 


on it." 

Fredericks will now- 
focus on the European sea- 
son and the African cham- 
pionships with special 
attention on helping the 
African men's team defend 
their World Cup title. 

American 400m special- 
ist Alvin Harrison, who on 
Monday established a new 
South African open record 
of 44.26 seconds, was 
crowned the overall series 
champion after winning 
again on Friday ahead of 
his brother, Calvin, and 
Welshman Iwan Thomas. 
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Boris Becker 


injuries. His withdrawal Steffi Graf pull out of the 
was the latest blow for the women's event Thursday as 


tournament organisers, 
who have alreadv seen 


the German recovers from 
a pulled hamstring. 


Graf has targeted Hilton 
Head Island (March 30 to 
April 5) as her next tourna- 
ment. 


Owen and Shearer set 


to spearhead England 


LONDON (AFP) — A critical injury list has already warned his fellow-countrymen 
may be wrecking Glenn Hoddle's prepara- that Owen is the fastest striker he’s ever 
lions for the World Cup Finals, but on seen. 

i Wedn esday the England coach ufeop««tiic>u»u'Hodd)eisaidr-»*5Let.'s.putnitv4hisiiway^ with 
chance totiv out a potentially devastating. „pace like, hit's got there is a lot to work with. 

' partnership fri attack-.- ,<ir ' : •• • Sometimes ,ypu«an have a.falsedawn witb. 


With Manchester United’s Teddy 
Sheringbam currently suffering a dip in 
form. Hoddle is set to pair up goal machine 
Alan Shearer with Liverpool sensation 
Michael Owen against Switzerland in 
Beme. 

Owen. England's youngest cap this centu- 
ry at just 18 when he made a stunning debut 
despite the Wembley defeat by Chile last 
month, has another chance to stake his 
claim for a regular place in the senior side. 

“The jury’ has still got to be out on 
whether Michael's a bom goalscorer like 
Shearer because he is still so young," said 
HoddJe. “but I've watched him a lot lately 
and I still can't spot a chink in his armour. 

“He made a very good debut against Chile 
and I wondered if there would be a reaction 
in his next game — but be scored a hat-trick 
for Liverpool a few' days later against 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

"I saw him again against Bolton and 
Tottenham and he wasn't quite as produc- 
tive in the last 25 yards but you sense some- 
thing is always going to happen when he 
gets the ball." 

Tottenham's Swiss coach Christian Gross 


players and, especially with youngsters, 
you always wonder what percentage of 
matches they can go on to play at the same 
high level with his physique. 

"He’s only a little lad but he’s already 
shown for Liverpool he can create big prob- 
lems for any back four in the Premiership. 

"I want to see now if he can adapt to tak- 
ing on international defences but I believe 
there is enough in his repertoire of talent to 
do it." 

Owen who has already scored 19 goals in 
his first full season at Liverpool lined up 
with Shearer for only a few minutes against 
Chile when the Newcastle ace appeared as 
a substitute, returning after months in the 
injury- wilderness with a crocked ankle. 

Shearer's comeback for a struggling 
Newcastle side has not been over-impres- 
sive despite five goals in 12 games but he'll 
captain England on Wednesday and HoddJe 
insists: “I've no worries about Alan. 

“He’s over the injury and in good shape to 
play. And he is like Clive Allen and Gary 
Lineker used to be. He can have some indif- 
ferent games but with quality service he'll 
always score eoals." 



Stojko pulls out 


BARRIE. Canada (AFP) — Reigning 
world champion and Olympics silver 
medallist Elvis Stojko said Friday he was 
pulling out of the world figure skating 
championships in Mineapolis which start 
on March 31. The three-time world cham- 
pion said the groin injury, which affected 
his skating at the Olympics in Nagano, had 
not healed sufficiently to allow him to 
compete so soon. "I can't do any physical 
activity for a while. “I tried jumping the 
other day. doing some single Axels and 1 
was back with a lot of pain again." 


warm-up against Denmark at Ibrox Park on 
Wednesday with an eye injury. Hopkin, 
injured playing for the reserves against 
Birmingham in midweek, was ruled out 
after seeing a specialist. 


Mulhouse sink in Cup 


Hopkin out of squad 


GLASGOW | AFP) — Leeds United mid- 
fielder David Hopkin on Saturday pulled 
out of Scotland's squad for the World Cup 


GUINGAMP, France (AFP) — A goal 
from Anthony Bancarel in the dying sec- 
onds put French first division side 
Guingamp in to the French Cup semi-final 
Friday night and ended 90 minutes of stub- 
born resistance by plucky second division 
Mulhouse. The only goal came from a 
Lilian Nalis comer which was only haJf- 
cleared by the Mulhouse defence. The vis- 
itors had a golden chance to go dear seven 
minutes before half-time but Soliveres’ 
header from a Gabriel Richter cross, went 
narrowly wide. 
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Mike Myers & 
Elizabeth Nuriev'... in 


Val Kilmer & 
Elizabeth Shite... in 


ABDOUN 


The biggest cinema prodjeter. 


AUSTIN POWERS: 

International Man , 

of Mvsterv • 

** * 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, i 
8:30. 10:30 


Adel Imam & Yu$ra ... in 

RISALA ELAALWALI 


ABDOUN 


THE SAINT 


TITANIC 


GRAND OPENING 


GRAND OPENING 


Shonv 12:30. 3:30. 6-00. S:lf. 10-JQ 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 1U:30 


Shows: ! 2:00. 3:(<0. :*jO. 
10:30 p.m. 


LONG KISS GOODNIGHT; 

Snows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 1 


TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. 8:30 

Thejiim is also m a: 2rOO p.m. A 


TITANIC 


Shows: 3:30. 7:00, 10:30 

The film is aha on at 12:00 u.m. on 


1 12:00 a.m. or. Wednesdays. Thursdays > ! ® fdnesdity s. Thursdays and Fridays 
and Fridas s / V 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring His ham Yanes 
and his group 

Fur reservations call: 4640155. 4625155 i 
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Cash and contract woes 
bedevil Russian squad 


Knicks beat Hawks, Spurs lose 


. MOSCOW (AFP) ' — The Russian 
Football Union (RFU) and national squad 
are. ai loggerheads over contracts and 
payments for the qualifying round of the 
2000 European Championship. 

“We don't care much about the prize 
money, as these sums, could hardly be. 
compared with our club's contract 
' money, but we want the RFU to fulfil its 
side of the agreements;” said the Russian ■ 
team's midfielder Andrei Kanchelskis! 

“We just want everything to be clear in 
our relations with the RFU,” he told the 
Sport Express daily. 

RFU deputy president Nikita Simony an 
said the RFU was suffering “serious 
financial problems and that made them 
draw up. a contract which doesn’t satisfy 
the players.” 

Intensive discussions are expected 
between the national squad and the coun- 
try's^ football governing body in the run- 
up to a friendly match against France in 
Moscow Wednesday.; 

For the European Championship quali- 
fiers the RFU offered a team contract 
with finan cial conditions similar to those 
included in contracts for the 1998 World 
Cup qualifying matches. 

According to those conditions, the 
national players were entitled to full prize 
money only if they got through the qual- 
ifying round for France 98. 

Italy's 1-0 victory over Russia in 
Napoli meant the players got just a small 
percentage of sum they could get in case 
of the victory. 

That disappointment led many in 


Russia to expect serious changes in the 
country’s national football, especially 
after the government expressed concent 
about the team's unsatisfactory perfor- 
mance. 

But nothing happened. 

. Vyacheslav Koloskov remains presi- 
dent of the RFU and Boris Ignatyev’s 
role as chief national coach was extend- 
ed- 

“I was spending too long selecting 
players to form the core of the national 
team, and that was my main mistake in 
the previous qualifying round," Ignatyev 
told reporters recently. 

“We didn't solve our 'main task and did- 
n’t perform our best, but I don’t blame 
the players. 

“I can only get the national team 
together for 35 days a year and this is not 
enough for me to form an impressive 
combat-ready unit,” he said. 

Ignatyev said many national team play- 
ers lost their will to win by playing for 
low-ranking foreign clubs. 

“I cannot expect a w innin g spirit from 
(Yury) Nikiforov, for instance,” Ignatyev 
said, referring to the Russian defender 
who plays for Spanish struggles 
Spotting Gijon. 

“He has got used to two or three goals 
being scored against the Sporting defence 
in every game.'’ the Russian national 
coach added. 

Ignatyev said another problem was that 
the RFU “cannot even provide insurance 
for the players — we don't have the 
money for it.” 


Tunisian club Esperance Newcastle 

close in on hat-trick chief falls 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — African Cup- Winners Cup • ir • /■ 

favourites Esperance of Tunisia moved a step closer to an lO Did 

historic club hat-trick Friday when they beat Stade Malien 
1-0 in the first round, first leg in Tunis. „ to gag 

Sami LaaroussTs 20th minute goal was just enough to fe & 

separate the teams on the day. tionzcnonor 

But the Tunis team, bidding to add the Nelson Mandela flcWSpapCl 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — African Cup- Winners Cup 
favourites Esperance of Tunisia moved a step closer to an 
historic club hat-trick Friday when they beat Stade Malien 
1-0 in the first round, first leg in Tunis. 

Sami LaaroussTs 20th minute goal was just enough to 
separate the teams on the day. 

But the Tunis team, bidding to add the Nelson Mandela 
Cup to a list of honours that includes the 1994 Champions 
League and 1997 CAF Cup, still have to negotiate the 
away leg in Mali in a fortnight 

nN® dub/hasiwon-allrbcee aaaiHiqntal -trophies^and<(i»ly .. 
Esperance and coihpaJriotS Ecoile du Sahel can achieve the 
foak tifi^ydar;' with Esperafct^'more fikefy to succeed. 

While Etoile must overcome giants like Al-Ahly of 
Egypt and Raja Casablanca of Morocco in the Champions 
League, Esperance stand out among potential Cup-win- 
ners Cup winners. 

The Tunisian line-up is laced with national players, 
including midfielder Hassan Gabsi, whose consistently 
good performances at the Nations Cup last month earned 
him a place among the African All-Stars. 

Chokri al-Ouaer is a long-serving goalkeeper, Tarek 
Thabet and Taoufik Herichi experienced defenders, Gabsi 
attacks from the right flank and Sad Tlemcani was the 
leading 1997 CAF Cup scorer with six goals. 

Teams who could wreck the Esperance dream include 
Ismailia of Egypt, Premiere Agosto of Angola, USMA of 
Algeria and Wydad Casablanca of Morocco with 
Sundowns of South Africa potential dark horses. 

Ismailia can call on national team midfielder Ahmed 
Hassan and look set for a convincing home victory over 
preliminary-round qualifiers Red Sea from Eritrea. 

Premiero Agosto host Notwane of Botswana in a 
rematch of a 1997 Champions League encounter the 
Angolans won 3-2 an aggregate while USMA and Wydad 
received byes. 

Sundowns, an expensively assembled team poised to win 
the South African c hamp ionship, entertain Stars, a 
Tanzanian lower division club that defeated Bata Bullets 
of Malawi in the eliminators. i 
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Both vulnerable. South. deals. 

NORTH 
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(7QJ66S 
0932 
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WEST 
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SOUTH 

*K742 
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EAST 
♦ QJ8 
<792 
0J74 
4> J9 542 


ITiehadcfag: 
SOUTH wESl 
10 DM 

Peas Pan 


NOB3H EAST 
40 Pus 


Opening leech King of A 

Spot cards can make an enor- 
mous difference in the play- Switch 
North’s nine of diamonds with 
East’s seven and,' with beet defense, 
this contrast would have no play. 
Declarer iw<A the ttww * of dummy's 
p red one asset to land the heart 


North's leap to four hearts was a 
two-way action. With good five-card 
tramp rapport, it was unKkdy that 
the contract could be badly hurt,_if_ 


at alL And, if the game were to ML, 
the four-level raise would make it 
difficult for the opponents to find a 
playable spot of their own. 

The contract was certainly rea- 
sonable. It seemed to depend only 
on finding East with the ace of 
grades or the king-of diamonds, but 
West's takeout Amble was a dear 
warning that both those cards were 
probably off-side. But aa long as 
tramps were 2-1, South demon- 
strated that the contract could 

made mi «ay he of the cards 

The opening dub lead was won in 
dummy with the ace and a dnh was 
raffed. Declarer erased to dummy 
with a trump to ruff the last dub 
high, and a trump to the table set 
the stage for the final denouement 

Declarer led a diamond end sim- 
ply covered whatever card East 
played. West could win bat was 
trapped in Bn eadpkff- The defend- 
er other had to lead a diamond into 
declarer's tenure or a spade away 
from the ace, while a club would 
allow declarer to discard a loser 
f mm dummy , while trumping with 
the last heart in hand. But n East 
held the nine of diamonds rather 
than the seven, East could have 
in, tha t mw I nn the diamond 
lead and careful defense th e rea ft er 
would have prevented West from 
being endplayed. 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Chris Mullin scored 17 of 
his 20 points in the third 
quarter, then watched 
from the bench as the 
Indiana Pacers got their 
final 12 points from the 
foul line in a 99-92 victo- 
ry over the New Jersey 
Nets on Friday night. 

Reggie Miller, who led 
Indiana with 21 points, 
made six of the 12 free 
throws as the Pacers were 
shut out from the field 
over the final 4:33. 

Rik S naits added 16 
points, while Mark 
Jackson finished with 14 
points and 10 assists. 
Keith Van Horn scored 
21. Kerry Kittles added 
16 and Sam Cassell had 
10 for the Nets before 
refusing to re-enter the 
game late in the fourth 
period. 

• Knicks 109, Hawks 
108: In New York, the 
Knicks, despite blowing a 
14-point fourth quarter 
lead and having John 
Starks and Allan Houston 
each miss a pair of free 
throws in the final 6.9 
seconds, held on to edge 
Atlanta. 

Houston, starting at 
small forward for the first 
time this season, finished 
with 21 points on 7-for-14 
shooting. Larry Johnson 
added 19 points and 
Starks, making his first 
start of the season, bad 16 
points and eight assists. 

Steve Smith had 24 
points for the Hawks, 
who had won their three 
previous and eight of 10. 

• Jazz 91, 76ers 79: In 


Philadelphia, Karl 

Malone scored 17 of his 
23 points in the second 
half as Utah recovered 
from a blowout loss to 
Charlotte with a win over 
Philadelphia. 

Malone, who has led the 
Jazz in scoring all but 
seven games this year, 
took control in the third 
quarter with 1 2 points and 
seven rebounds as the 
Jazz opened an 11 -point 
lead. He finished with 16 
rebounds. 

Greg Foster added 10 
points and nine rebounds, 
while Jeff Homacek and 
Shandon Anderson scored 
11 points each. 

Allen Iverson, who has 
averaged 30 points in the 
Sixers' last six games, led 
Philadelphia with 28 
points. 

■ Magic 102, Trail 
Blazers 87: In Orlando, 
David Benoit came off 
the bench to replace the 
injured Nick Anderson 
and scored 19 points with 
eight rebounds as Orlando 
defeated Portland. 

Coupled with New 
Jersey's loss at Indiana, it 
moved the Magic within a 
half-game of the Nets for 
the final playoff spot in 
the Eastern Conference. 
Brian Grant led the Trail 
Blazers with 21 points 
and 16 rebounds. 

Rasheed Wallace added 
19 points and Arvydas 
Sabonis had 16. Benoit 
filled the offencive void 
left when Anderson exited 
the game late in the first 
quarter with a pulled 
hamstring. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Disgraced Newcastle 

Shepherd tojughtfailedin a- 
legal bid to stop the News 
of the World tabloid pub- 
lishing more allegations 
about him, the newspaper 
said. 

Mr. Shepherd sought an 
injunction in the Chancery 
Division of the High Court 
in London to prevent the 
newspaper from publishing 
further revelations this 
weekend about his alleged 
behaviour and that of 
Newcastle vice-chairman, 
Doug Hall, in Marbella 
(Spain) a fortnight ago: 

But after a three-hour I 
hearing Mr. Justice 
Lindsay rejected Mr. 1 
Shepherd’s case, said the 
News of the World. 

The move came as Mr. 
Hall made clear that he had 
no intention of resigning. 

His solicitor Gerrard 
Tyrrell, who acts for 
Douglas and his father Sir 
John .Hall, told that his 
client had “no plans to 
resign". 

The decision came after 
speculation over the future 
of Mr. Hall and Mr. 
Shepherd after newspaper 
claims that they had 
mocked the club's fans, as 
well as their star striker 
Alan Shearer and the 
female population of the 
North East 

Mr. Tyrrell, of Harbottle 
and Lewis in London, 
stressed fh at he spoke only 
for Mr. Hall and not for Mr 
Shepherd. 

The position of Mr. 
Shepherd remained unclear 
on Friday evening. Earlier 
reports suggested he would 
also stay on. 

But his solicitor, Michael 
Wins ke 11., said that no state- 
ment had been made on 
behalf of his client and he 
refused to confirm that Mr. 
Shepherd was intent on 
staying at the club. 
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New York Knicks forward Charles Oakley (R) fouls Atlanta Hawks center Dikembe 
Mutombo as be charges toward the basket in the first qnarter of their-N# A game on 
in New York’s Madison Square Garden (Reuters photo) 


Anderson said he will 
be available for Sunday's 
game against Golden 
State. 

• Heat 93, Warriors 
87: In Miami, Alonzo 
Mourning had 25 poims. 
13 rebounds and five 
blocks as Miami held off 
upset-minded Golden 
State. Miami had a 15- 
point lead early in the 
game, but the Warriors 
stayed in it right to the 
end. 

A dunk by Jason Caffey, 
who had 20 points, pulled 
the Warriors to 81-80 
with 4:18 to play, but Tim 
Hardaway found Dan 
Majerle open at the top of 
the key for a 3-pointer. 

A basket by Jimmy 
Jackson with 2:46 left 
made it a two-poinr game, 
but Hardaway hit a 3 to 
give the Heat an 87-82 
advantage. 

Voshon Lenard had 21 
points and Hardaway 
added 17 for Miami. 

• Pistons 105, Raptors 
99: In Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, Brian Williams 
had 24 points and 1 8 
rebounds and Grant Hill 
added 25 points to lead 
Detroit over Toronto. 

Chauncey Billups led 
Toronto with 22, and 
Doug Christie added 19. 

The Pistons ended a 
rwo-garae home losing 


O’Sullivan takes cross country gold 


streak, while Toronto fell 
to 9-24 on the road. 
Toronto went on a late 10- 

I run, capped by 
Christie's 3-pointer that 
made it 101-99 with 1:31 
left. 

A jumper by Hill moved 
the margin back to four, 
and Toronto wasn't able 
to hit the 3-pointer it 
needed. 

• Bulls 98, Grizzlies 
92: In Chicago, the Bulls 
exerted as little energy as 
they had to and still man- 
aged to get the job done, 
beating Vancouver in a 
game that wasn’t nearly 
as close as the final score 
made it appear. 

Chicago (50-17) 

clinched a playoff spot 
with the victory, becom- 
ing the first Eastern 
Conference team to do so. 

Jordan led the Bulls 
with 24 points despite not 
scoring in the first quar- 
ter. Toni Kukoc had 16 
and Scottie Pippen and 
Steve Kerr each had 13. 
Bryant Reeves led the 
Grizzlies with 30 points, 
and Shareef Abdur-Rahim 
added 21. 

• Timberwolves 104, 

Nuggets 88: In 

Minneapolis. Kevin 
Garnett had 16 points and 

II rebounds and 
Minnesota held Denver to 
eight poims in the third 




quarter. Terry Porter and 
Tom Hammonds scored 
16 points each off the 
bench for the Wolves, 
who snapped a four-game 
losing streak and crept 
back over the .500 mark 
at 34-33. 

Minnesota, which had 
lost seven of its previous 
nine games, has not been 
below .500 since Dec. 26, 
when it was 1 3- 14. 

Danny Fortson had 21 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Nuggets. ' who 
have lost two straight 
after winning three "of 
four. 

• Hornets 92, Spurs 82: 
In San Antonio. Bobby 
Phills scored 21 points to 
lead Charlotte to its third 
straight victory. Matt 
Geiger and David Wesley 
added 1 8 points apiece for 
Charlotte, which has won 
13 of its last 14 games. 

San Antonio, which had 
a two-game winning 
streak snapped, was led 
by Tim Duncan with 25 
points and 12 rebounds, 
Charlotte began the third 
quarter with a 17-8 run to 
open its largest lead of the 
game. 68-51. 

, The Spurs narrowed the 

1 gap to six points, 81-75, 
on a 3-point field goal by 
Jaren Jackson with 5:31 
to play, but Charlotte 
answered with a 7-3 run. 




MARRAKESH (AFP) — Ireland's Sonia 
O'Sullivan beat Briton Paula Radcliffe in 
a sprint finish to claim the gold medal on 
Saturday at the IAAF World Cross 
Country Championships. 

O'Sullivan claimed first in the 8km 
race io 25 mi ns 39secs. three seconds 
ahead Radcliffe who was runner-up for 
the second straight year. 

Ethiopian Gete Warai, the winner in 
1996, finished in third. 

“I had a few difficult moments but I felt 
really good over the' final lap,” said the 
Irish runner. 

“As for running again tomorrow I will 


decide later.” said O’Sullivan, who col- 
lected 40,000 dollars for Saturday's suc- 
cess. In the men’s race it was a Kenyan 
clean sweep. In fact so dominant were 
the Kenyans they filled the first five 
places. 

John Kibowen took the gold in lOmins 
43seconds, with Daniel Komen second 
three seconds behind. Paul Kosgei was 
third, a further four seconds adrift of 
Kibowen. 






Duty unpaid, low mileage, Very interesting price. 

C Phone 4636 402 J 


Duty unpaid, black/biue metallic, black 
feather seats, all options, low mileage. 
Interesting price. 

Phone 4636 402 > 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Sweifiyeh, 9 Amin AJ Momany 
SL, very near to Orthodox Church. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms and utilities, independent telephone, separate heat- 
ing, video and satellite. Suitable for diplomats, rent annu- 
ally, monthly or any period. 

For more information call Tel.; 5928092, 
4642072, 5925984 
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Guerrillas say they won’t patrol 
Lebanon border if Israel withdraws 


BEIRUT (AP) — Hizboflah's 
leader said Saturday his guer- 
rillas will not take over securi- 
ty along the Lebanese-Israeli 
border if Israel's army leaves 
the occupation zone it started 
carving into Lebanon 20 years 
ago. 

Sheikh Hassan NasraJJah’s 
comments were the closest he 
has come to addressing Israeli 
fears that an Israeli troop with- 
drawal from southern Lebanon 
would bring die guerrilla threat 
closer to the border. His 
remarks coincided with 

increasing talk of an Israeli 
withdrawal, including U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan's discussions with 

Lebanese leaders in Beirut 

“It is a matter for the 
[Lebanese] authorities whether 
to send their forces, be it the 
army or the Internal Security 
Forces. They are welcome,** 
Sheikh Nasrallah said in an 
interview with the Vbice of 
Lebanon radio station. 

“Hizbollah will not exercise 
any security authority or role 
of this kind in the areas that the 
occupiers leave," the Shiite 
Muslim clergyman said. 

Hizbollah, or Party of God, 
has been fighting 1.500 Israeli 
soldiers and 22500 allied militi- 
amen of tbe South Lebanon 
Army in the enclave. 

Israel first invaded Lebanon 
in 1978 to push back 


returned in 1982 to again rout 
the Palestinians, only to bog 
down in battles with Lebanese 
guerrillas — primarily 
Hizbollah. Israels self- 
described “security zone" in 
southern Lebanon expanded to 
nearly one-tenth of the country. 

Hizbollah had long refused 
to say what it would do if the 
Israelis leave Lebanon. BuL 
recently, the guerrilla group 
said it would not oppose a 
Lebanese army dq^loyment in 
the border zone if the Israelis 
leave. 

Also on Saturday, a 
Sudanese newspaper quoted 
Sheikh Nasrallah as saying his 
fighters would not become a 
“border guard" for Israel. 

“No one in Lebanon is con- 
cerned with giving guarantees 
to the enemy, because no one 
in Lebanon will accept that the 
Lebanese people or the 
Lebanese army be a guard for 
the borders of an aggressor 
state," Sudan's A1 An baa 
newspaper quoted Sheikh 
Nasrallah as saying. 

Tbe Hizbollah leader also 
said Israel’s army must leave 
Lebanon without prior condi- 
tions. according to AJ Anbaa. 

Israel recently offered a con- 
ditional withdrawal from 
Lebanon. It demanded the dis- 
armament of Hizbollah and 


Israel also seeks guarantees of 
protection for Lebanese militi- 
amen who have been armed 
and trained by Israel in the bor- 
der zone. 

Lebanon and Syria, the main 
power broker in Lebanon, 
have rejected tbe Israeli offer. 
They demanded an uncondi- 
tional Israeli withdrawal 

In the interview with "Vbice 


of Lebanon. Sheikh Nasrallah 
repeated an offer of amnesty to 
Israeli-allied militiamen who 
surrender before an Israeli 
withdrawal takes place. Beirut 
has been prosecuting members 
of the SLA militia as traitors. 
In 1996. a military’ coun sen- 
tenced SLA commander Gen. 
Antoine Labd to death in 
absentia for treason. 


Top French envoy 
meets Hizbollah leader 


Palestinian guerrillas. 


security arrangements to pro- 
tect northern Israeli towns 
from cross-border attacks. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A top envoy sent by the French gov- 
ernment. General Jean Susini. met Friday with the secre- 
tory’ general of the Muslim Shiite Hizbollah. the official 
Lebanese news agency ANI reported. 

Mr. Susini has been in Lebanon for a week to establish 
contacts with various political leaders here, according to 
informed sources. 

He has met with the commander of the Lebanese army. 
Commander General Emile Lahud. as well as the spiritual 
leader of Lebanese Shiite Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadiailah, the sources said. 

France has said on several occasions that it is disposed to 
provide help “if all parties ask for it" in applying any even- 
tual accord on an Israeli pullback from southern Lebanon 
in conformance with U.N. Security’ Council Resoluton 425. 

Israel has said it is ready to apply the 20-year-old U.N. 
resolution on withdrawing its forces from southern 
Lebanon, but on condition Beirut agrees to security 
arrangements to protect northern Israel from attacks by 
activists. 

Beirut and Syria, the principal power-broker in Lebanon, 
have refused the Israeli feelers, saying Resolution 425 calls 
for unconditional Israeli withdrawal without any negotia- 
tion or pre-conditions. 


Israel’s Barak opposes total 
withdrawal from Golan 


Annan 


receives 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ehud 
Barak, leader of Israel's main 
opposition party, said 
Saturday he opposes a total 
retreat from the Golan Heights 
— occupied in 1967 illegally 
annexed in 1981. 

The Labour Party leader and 
former military chief of skiff 
“ruled out Syria recovering 
the eastern shore of Lake 
KinHeret” also known as the 
Sea of Galilee, at the foot - of 
the strategic plateau, whose 
return Syria demands. 

Mr. Barak, who served in 
the cabinet of the 1995-96 


Labour government, said: 
“We never agreed with the 
Syrians on a total withdrawal 
contrary to what they main- 
tain." 

However, he reiterated that 
“the farther the Syrians go 
down the path to peace, the 
farther Israel will withdraw." 
according to tbe formula of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who was assassinated in 1 995. 

Mr. Barak also called for a 
resumption of Israeli-Syrian 
peace talks at the point where 
they were broken off more 
than two years ago. Damascus 


says it wants the talks to 
resume where they left off — 
saying that includes an Israeli 
agreement to give back the 
Golan. 

In addition. Syrian Vice 
President Abdel Halim 
Khaddam said in January that 
Rabin had also agreed to a 
U.S. proposal for a complete 
Israeli pullback from the 
Golan, accompanied by secu- 
rity arrangements. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu says he 
wants to negotiate without 
preconditions. 


Egyptian 
petition 
to lift Iraq 
sanctions 


Israeli deputy calls for attacking 
Syrian troops in Lebanon 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
U.N. Secretary 

General Kofi Annan 
on Friday received 
petitions signed by 
18 million 

Egyptians calling 


for liftina of sanc- 


tions against 

Baghdad ’ and 
expressing concern 
for Iraqi children. 

The nead of the 
petition campaign. 
Soheir AI Sokkari 
told AFP she handed 
the signatures over 
[ to Mr. '’Annan before 
j he left Cairo for 
j Beirut Friday morn- 
| ing. 

| Ms. Sokkari. presi- 
j deni of the Arab- 

■ American Women's 
; Friendship 

; Association. said 
; the petition was 

• signed by "ordinary 
j Egyptian’ citizens. 

- urifo’n members, and 

• the representatives 
j of different univer- 
i sities and Egyptian 
! associations.*’ 

! She said that the 
U.N. chief 

: "expressed his sur- 
I prise at the enor- 
I raous quantity of 

■ signatures co’llect- 
: ecf." 


TELL AVIV i AFP) — Right- 
wing Israeli member of parlia- 
ment Uzi Landau called 
Saturday for attacks against 
Syrian troops in retaliation for 
operations against Israeli sol- 
diers in south Lebanon. 

“If Israeli soldiers are killed 
in Lebanon, there is do reason 
why Syrian soldiers shouldn't 
go home in coffins.'’ Mr. 
Landau, who chain the parlia- 
ment’s defence and Foreign 
affairs committee, said on 
Israel Radio. 

“We must change the rules of 
the came in Lebanon and 


make the Syrians understand 
that they have to pay a price for 
attacks on our forces or on 
northern IsraeL" said the MP. 
who belongs to the Likud Party 
of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

“If Syria indeed controls 
Lebanon, as we say. it should 
be held accountable for opera- 
tions by Hizbollah. which it 
supports." Mr. Landau said. 

The Shiite Muslim militia, 
carries out most of the attacks 
on Israeli troops in the Jewish 
state’s south Lebanon self 
declared buffer zone, set up to 


protea northern Israel from 
cross-border attacks. 

Mr. Landau, who is not in a 
position to make such a deci- 
sion. said the change in strate- 
gy should occur before any 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

Mu Netanyahu and the 
majority of the members of his 
so-called “security cabinet" 
backed proposals Friday con- 
ditioning any pullback on 
security guarantees. Some 
35.000 Syrian soldiers are star 
dimed across two-thirds of 
Lebanon. 


Egyptian court dismisses lawsuit 
over missing Libyan dissident 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Egyptian court on Saturday 
dismissed a lawsuit into the 
disappearance from a Cairo 
hotel four years ago of a senior 
Libyan dissident saying there 
was no proof of any foul play. 

After eight hearings, the 
south Cairo compensation 
court threw our tbe suit filed in 
November 1996 by Baha 
Amri. whose husband, Mansur 
AI Kikhia, disappeared from 
his Cairo hotel in December 
1993. 

Ms Amri filed the suit 
demanding symbolic compen- 


sation from former Egyptian 
Interior Minister Hassan AI 
AlfL accusing his ministry of 
negligence lording to the dis- 
appearance of her husband 

But the court said she “never 
presented any proof that a 
crime had been rammiited." its 
only reference to the wrongdo- 
ing mentioned in the lawsuit 
she filed. 

The coun also absolved the 
interior ministry and Mr. AIR 
of any negligence. 

“All the investigations and 
documents do not indicate that 
any crime was committed 


against Kikhia." the coun said. 

In September 1997. the 
Washington Post, quoting U.S. 
Genual Intelligence Agency' 
iClAl reports, said Kikhia was 
abducted by Egyptian secret 
service agents and handed over 
to authorities, in Libya where 
he allegedly was executed on 
the orders of Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. Egypt 
and Libya denied the report, 
which created tensions in rela- 
tions between Cairo and 
Washington, Kikhia served as 
foreign minister under Colonel 
Qadhafi from 1972 until 1975. 


-ities and Egyptian 
issociations.*’ 


Tbe campaign was 
launched at the end 


! of December in var- 
I ious Egyptian insti- 
i tutionswith the goal 
j of collecting one 
i million signatures, 
j Mr. Annan defused 
i a crisis between the 
j United Nations and 
j Iraq oyer U.N. 
j weapons inspections 
[ last month. 
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ANCIENT FESTIVITIES REVIVED: Uzbek dancers perform as fireworks light up 
during the spring holiday of Nairuz on Saturday. The Nairoz festival which cele- 
brates the new year in the ancient Zoro as Irian religion that preceded Islam, has been 
taken up as an official holiday by leaders anxious to establish a sense of nationhood 
in the ethnically complex young states left by the Soviet collapse (Reuters photo) 


Turkish government urges 
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calm in crisis with military 


ANKARA (R) — A senior 
Turkish government official 
on Saturday urged dialogue 
to ease off a power struggle 
with the influential military 
that has shaken the minority 
coalition. 

“From time to time in 
democracies there can be dif- 
ferences of opinion and 
approach betw een state insti- 
tutions. It’s important to try to 
smooth out these differences 
through dialogue instead of 
argument." Turkish Deputy 
Prune Minister Bulent Ecevit 
told a news conference. 

Toe military released a 
statement on Friday that 
accused Turkish Prime 
Minister Nlesut Yilmaz of 
undermining its campaign 
against what it sees as an 
Islamist threat to secular 
Turkey. 

"Nobody, whatever their 
position, can make sugges- 
tions that will cast doubt on. 
overshadow and weaken the 
Turkish armed, forces' strug- 
gle against separatism and 
Islamic activism.” it said. 

However. Mr. Ecevit pre- 
dicted the latest row would 
be smoothed over at talks 
between the civilians and sol- 
diers. set for March 27. 

“I believe the mutual 
doubts and misunderstand- 
ings will be cleared up by 
openly discussing them at the 
national security council 
meeting next week." he said. 
Mr. Yilmaz. leading cabinet 
members and the top brass all 
sit on the council. 

Mr. Yilmaz, a secularist 

conservative, has angered the 
generals by accusing them of 
using a fight against Islamist 
activism for personal politi- 


cal gain. 

The prime minister is not 
seen as presenting anything 
like the threat to Turkey’s 
official secular order as the 
former Islamist prime minis- 
ter, Necmettin Erbakan, 
thrown out of parliament by 
the constitutional court in 
January. 

But the Sabah newspaper 
on Saturday quoted an 
unnamed, high-ranking offi- 
cer as saying the army hoped 
Mr. Yilmaz would quit. 

'The government should 
resign. In its place a techno- 
crat government to take tbe 
country to elections should 
be formed." the officer said. 
Polls are not due until the 
year 2000. 

The army, which staged 
three coups since 1960, tradi- 
tionally plays a leading role 
in politics. It is the only real 
stale authority’ in a large 
chunk of eastern Turkey 
where troops are fighting 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
rebels. 

The PKK's leading field 
commander has surrendered 
to an Iraqi Kurdish faction 
allied to Turkey, a Brussels- 
based group close to the 
rebels said on Saturday. 

“We can confirm Semdin 
Sakik defected three to four 
days ago.” a spokeswoman 
for the Kurdistan committee 
told Reuters by telephone 
from Belgium. 

Mr. Yilmaz has been bat- 
tered in recent weeks by a 
nasty’ row with Germany 
over Turkey’s failure to qual- 
ify os a candidate for 
European Union membership 
and rumours of early polls. 

A left-wing opposition 


leader who has so far sup- 
ported the government said 
on Friday that Mr. Yilmaz's 
days were numbered. 

Mn Yilmaz vowed not to 
cede authority to the gener- 
als. T am not going to hand 
over the responsibility given 
to me by parliament I am 
going to act as a prime minis- 
ter should," he told private 
ATV Television after the 
army statement 

Analysts say that by stand- 
ing up to the soldiers Mr. 
Yilmaz may be making a 
play for conservative Muslim 
votes at any early polls. ‘‘Our 
government's approach is 
that sincere Muslims, those 
who do not abuse religion for 
political purposes, should not 
be hurt" he said. Mr. Yilmaz 
defied the generals this 
month by relaxing a ban on 
Islamic-style headscarves in 
classrooms. 

Thousands of students have 
taken to the streets of Istanbul 
to protest at the ban. 
Secularist dress restraints in 
public life are a throwback to 
the 1920s when Kecnal 
Ataturk, a former military 
man. instigated wide-ranging 
pro- Weston reforms. 

Mr. Yilmaz is due to hold 
talks with his coalition part- 
ners on Sunday to plan strat- 
egy ahead of the March 27 
security council meeting. 

One of the gove rnme nt 
allies. Husanxettin Cindorak, 
distanced himself from 
recent Yilmaz retorts against 
the army. "The prime minis- 
ter’s comments do not bind 
the government. They are 
personal remarks,” Mifliyet 
newspaper quoted Mr. 
Cindoruk as saying. 


Iran starts its 1377 new year with ancient Zoroastrian traditions 


by Christophe de Roquefeuil 

Agtnce France Presse 


TEHRAN — Iran, best known as 
an fclamist state, started its new cal- 
endar year Saturday by reaching 
back to its earliest Zoroastrian tradi- 
tions with the festival of Noruz. 

Tbe country moved into the 
Iranian year of 1377 just before 
midnight Friday local time. 

The date marks the anniversary of 
the Prophet Mohammad’s flight 
from Mecca to Medina as calculat- 
ed bv Iran’s solar calendar and. as 


since time immemorial here, the 
stan of spring and another new 
year. 

For the next 1 3 days. Iranians will 
celebrate Noruz. or “new day," with 
rites which date back almost 3.000 
years to ancient Persia’s origins and 
which have survived countless 
social revolutions since, notably the 
Muslim invasion of Persia in the 
seventh century. 

The festival is a family occasion 
that plunges official Iran into quasi- 
lethargy and empties Tehran’s usu- 
ally traffic-jammed boulevards. 


Newspapers wifi stop appearing 
and radio and television will offer 
minimum broadcasting. 

As the hustle and bustle of mod- 
em life fades into the background. 
Iranians will start the new year by 
paying visits to their elders. 

Young people will take their par- 
ents and grandparents cookies and 
sweets, while children receive 
small gifts of brand-new banknotes. 
Enough new banknotes are distrib- 
uted "that Tehran's banks are 
stripped of them long before the 
holidays betrin. 


Every self-respecting house will 
also lay out cm a cloth or carpet the 
“haft-sin” or “seven S V a collec- 
tion of objects w hich for the most 
part begin with the letter S in Farsi. 
Favorites are green shoots, apples, 
flowers and a red fish in a bowl, all 
representing life and vitality. 

Islam has contributed only a few 
rites to the Noruz celebration, 
whose many rituals of purification, 
both internal and extemaL hark 
back to Persia's first religion: 
Zoroastrianism. 

Noruz is a time to forgive quar- 


rels. ask pardons, and start life 
again as nature does each spring. In 
the runup to Noruz. Iranians pre- 
pare for the new year with a “festi- 
val ol fire." jumping over a small 
flame to leave the ills of the old 
year behind. 

As they pass over the fire, they 
incam on age-old wish, that the fire 
take on their yellow colour, the 
colour of sickness, and give them 
its red colour, die colour of health, 
in exchange. 

The ritual inte rnal cleansing is 
accompanied by a week of intense 


house cleaning in homes across the 
country, as carpets and curtains are 
beaten and washed. 

On the thirteenth and final day of 
the celebration, almost every 
Iranian will leave his newly cleaned 
house to have a picnic on the banks 

of a river or stream, a nod to anoth- 
er of the Zoroastrian elements, 
water. The celebration is a boon to 
shopkeepers as the country engages 
in a frenzy of present shopping mid 
travel for the holidays. All hotels in 
Iran are fully booked and air and 
plane tickets sold ouL 
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5,000 squealing 
fans turn out to 
see DiCaprio 
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LONDON CAP) — 
Thousands of squealing teen- 
age fans turned out to see 
Leonardo DiCaprio and bis 
co-stars at die London pre- 
miere of ‘The Man in The Iron 
Mask." About 5,000 people, 
mainly teen-age girls, had 
waited for six hours, and were 
pressed against crowd barriers 
outride the theatre. This pub- 1 
lid ly trip has been like doing a 
Rolling Stones tour.” said co- 
star Gabriel Byrne. T don't 
envy him this at aD," said actor 
Jeremy Irons. “Leonardo does- 
n’t like that sort of attention. It • 
gets in the way of work,” he 
said. “In life he’s a very hum- 
ble, normal guy.” Screams erf 
adulation could be heard even 
ins de the cinema. 


‘Titanic’ is 'biggest 
disaster’ in war 


a gains t teenage 
tobacco use 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
‘Titanic" is the biggest box- 
office hit in history, but the 
American Lung Association 
says tbe Oscar-nominated film 
sets a bad example because 
Kate Winslet lights a cigarette 
in an act of rebellion. In its 
annual “Hackademy Awards," 
tbe association commended 
“As Good As It Gets” because 
its heroine asks a friend not to 
smoke in front of her asthmat- 
ic son. But, citing a scene 
where Winslet’s character 
Rose lights up a cigarette, tie 
lung association branded 
“Titanic’’ as “the biggest disas- 
ter in the war against teenage 
tobacco use." . 


Elton John asked 
to return stolen 
Roman art 


LONDON (AFP) — Veteran 
pop singer Elion John has fceeri 
asked to return a piece of an 
ancient Roman sarcophagus 
which he bought at an auction 
after it was found to have been 
stolen, a report said. John 
bought tbe third century piece 
ai Sotheby’s in London four 
years ago for around $13,000 
believing its provenance to be 
sound, Tbe Independent news- 
paper said. But late last year 
the auction house discovered 
the piece had been stolen and 
tire sale was not lawful 
according to the paper The 
Independent reported that 
Sotheby's was now searching 
for an alternative to present to 
John. It was not known from 
whom or where the piece was 
taken. 


Tanya is lucky name 
for Russian rockets 


MOSCOW (R) — At least 
three people at Russia’s north- 
ern Plesetsk cosmodrome are 
in charge of making sure the 
name ‘Tanya” is written on 
every rocket they launch, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. It quoted sources at 
the cosmodrome as saying it 
was widely believed by work- 
ers that a Vbstok-2M space 
rocket exploded on the launch- 
pad 18 years ago, killing; 48 
people, only because someone 
forgot to write the hicky name 
on it “The reasons have never 
been found. That is why peo- 
ple working at the cosmod- 
rome. as superstitious as cos- 
monauts, think tbe main rea- 
son was the lack of the tradi- 
tionally lucky name Tanya.”’ 
TASS reported. 


More time for 
convict whose escape 
went down drain 


ATLANTA (R) — ■ An inmate 
who got stuck in a drainage 
pipe as be tried to escape from 
the U.S. penitentiary in Atlanta 
was sentenced to an additional 
three years and eight motuhs in 
prison. A federal jury convict- 
ed Robert Poole on Jan. 8 of 
attempting to escape Sept. 20. 
1996. “An employee of the 
institution beard Poole call for 
help because his body was 
stuck in a sewer drain," the 
U.S. attorney’s office said in a 
statement VWien prison guards 
freed Poole, they found a laun- 
dry bag con taining a home- 
made shovel and other person- 
al items. 
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